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EXTRACT 

SIOM THE REGISTBY OF TUB COKSI8TOBIAL P&£- 
KOGATIVE COUBT OF CANTBEBUEY. 



Codicil to the WiU of Zachary GooseqmU, late of Grvb* 
Street, St. Gileses, author deceaud. 

* Whereas by my last will and Testa- 
ment, bearing date the \st of April last; 
(a day of the year in which I have always 
been accus^fiied tpconfimeiiCG my literary 
-tarorks, and? f^ transact 'mait^rs of moment 
and importan«;) 'I'^havc^* given and be- 
queathed all i?iy gb*dd§^ qjhittels, and cre- 
•dits, consistiiag^/jk\ ysf^f^^^ furniture of 
the garret which I inhabit in Grub-Street, 
St. Giles's; 2dly, of the arrears that shall 
i>T may be due to me at the time of my de- 
cease, froni the weekly allowance made to 
Bue by the booksellers^ to whose behoof I 
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have engaged my talents, as long as I shall 
live ; and Sdly, of my chest of MS. pa- 
pers, to my lovinj^ nephew Timothy Goose- 
quill, of Petticoat Lane, journeyman-printer; 
now I do hereby declare, that the said be- 
quest is not an absolute one, but subject 
to his performance of the conditions here- 
after specified.; that is to say. Imprimis, 
That he faithfully discharge all such of my 
funeral expences as cannot be included 
within the allowance made by the parish 
for my interment^ adly. That he honestly 
liquidate any of my debts that may re- 
main unpaid at the time of my decease ; 
and which cannot be great or numerous, 
as no one, •?»*'* r^pP* ^ir^^sM i^ chandler, 
has given •Ttnib:fej*^it,*.mce*.ifiy removal 
from the cf^^ic ^tOrtlfe J-^rhil in which I at 
present reside ;V^?iiU'3rfjJti That as soon as 
conveniently mi^ lie. |rfil^ jmy decease^ he 
publish the third edition of the Bath Cha^ 
raciers^ a work which I printed last year, 
nnder the fictitious name of Peter Paul 
Pallet, and which he will find in my chest 
aforesaid prepared for the press, augment* 
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<e4 by all sucli &otes ^nd illustrations- as I 
have collected during my long indisposi- 
tion ; together with any additions h^ may 
he capable of making to the same, provi- 
ded they be such, as wU} not diminish acUght 
from the m^rit and reputation pf the brigi- 
lial wprk, And that h^ may be the better 
enabled to make sugh creditable additions 
to it, I give and bequeath to the said Ti- 
mothy Goosequill, my fulUbottorrCd wig^ 
>n which, for these tv^enty ye^rs past, t 
have visited my employers the bpokselleri^ 
and appeared at the literary table in th^ 
^cyder-cellar, hoping that the iise of it may 
import to my said nephew p. little of the 
genius a^nd learning, which its curls have 
|)een accui^tomed to ^npircla And lastly, 
I give and bequeath to tbe said Timothy 
<3roosequill my silver ink-^tand, the gift 
<)f my lovin^f graxidftther^ (and lately 

rescued from the fan^s pf the pawnbrokerj^ 
^trusting, that as often a« he dips his pen 
Ihcrein, he will be reminded of the honest 
labours of bis uncle, who preferred st gar- 
^et* and the cause of truth and viytue, to 
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purple^ fine linen, and daily sumptuous 
fare, and the prostitution of his talents,' 
in the service of humbug and vice. And 
it is my earnest and last request to my 
said dear nephew, that he will more espe- 
cially direct the pozvers of the before-men- 
tioned wig and ink-stand to the correction 
of the city of Bath, which offers such ^n 
ample field for satire and reprehension, and 
never cease endeavouring the reformation 
of its manners, till he have effected the 
following consummations most devoutly 
to be wished ; viz. cured Ramrod of his 
solemnjopperj/j and Rattle of his barefaced 
impudence ; ta,ught Mrs. Vehicle a little 
modesty, and infused into Sir Gregory 
• Croaker a scruple of diffidence; purged 
Signora Rattana of her ^canity and affecta- 
tion, and cleansed Bow-wow froqi indecen- 
cy and scurrility; inspired Sir Clerical 
Orange with a grain of humility , and divest- 
ed Sour-crout of peevishness Sind sarcasm; 
instructed Borecat in Latin syntax, and 
stripped Mixum of medical humbug. That 
my said nephew can eflfect any reformatio^ 
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in the remaining characters I have no 
hope ; and therefore I do not make it a 
condition of this my codicil, or even urge 
it as my request that he should exhaust 
his time and labour in endeavouring to at- 
tain the following impossible objects, viz. 
to inspire Chip with a sense of decency; to 
cure Drawcansir ofpridcy pomp, and bigot' 
ry; purify Gaffer Smut from the filth of 
the TVarburtonian school^ and teach him 
candor^ charity^ and beneficence; to break 
Morose of swearing and Scotch snuff; Ve- 
getable of card-playing^ and servility to 
the great; Sable of democracy and long ser- 
mons ; and Skipper of petulance, conceit, 
and Calvinism. 



PREFACE 



TO THE THIRD EDITION. 



About fifteen years ago, Mr. K 



of Jezvish faane^ published a pamphlet, ia 
answier to Thomas Paine^s celebrated work, 
called the Rights of Man. The pamphlet, 
if the title-page might be credited, had 
experienced an astonishing sale; for no 
less than tzoelve editions of it appeared, by 
this fpanifesto, to have already gone off. 
Extensive^ however, as this circulation 
must have been, the work did not seem to 
have attracted any degree of public no- 
tice, till it became the subject of a Jazv* 
suit; Type the printer, versus K ■ ; - th<e 
author. The deJ^Qdant, more ready to 
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write than to pay, (a case not uncommon 
with the fraternity of authors) had de- 
murred most unwisely and unfortunately 
to the bill of plaintiff, who, probably con- 
sidering the former as in-his power, by the 
lie in the title-page, had scored him up 
somewhat too krgely for paper and print- 
ing. Type, on this, arrested the author 
for the amount of his demand, but, no- 
thing astounded by so common an event, 

K-; put in bail, and defended the suit. 

The cause, after the regular, simple, and 
speedy process of declaration and plea, 
replication and rejoinder, rebutter and sur- 
rebutter, motion for deferring trial, &c. 
&c. &c. came on for determination in the 
Court of King's Bench, when, after a most 
admirable opening by Mr. P— 1, into " the 
palpable obscure" of which it was impos- 
sible for the jury to penetrate; an eloquent 
defence by the honourable Mr. E ■ / 
which drezv tears from the court, (particu- 
larly that part of his address where he 
talked so much and so feelingly about 
himself,) and an honest and impartial sum* 
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iBing up by the chief justice, (to which 
alone the panncl was indebted for any 'idea 
of the cause) a verdict was given for the 
plaintiff, for the whole of the damages.— 
And what dost thou think, gentle reader, 
the enormous sum amounted to ? 

Twelve pounds, Jifteen shillings^ and four." 
pence, for the paper and printing of 250 
copies of the pamphlet in question, being the 
whole number that had eoer been printed of 
this famous work, which ran through thirteen 
editions!!! 

Now, reader, lest thou shouldst think 
that this common trick of the profession 
has been played off in the present in- 
stance, I hereby most gravely assure thee, 
— ^and I call as a witness of my veracity, 
the literary goddess Minerva, the pa-* 
troness of ancient writers, or (as perchance 
thou mayest be better acquainted with 
her) the solemn goddess of dulness, the 
no less benign inspirer of modern authors, 
that two large impressions of the following 
work have already been consumed by the 
taste, discernment, and curiosity of the. 
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public ; and that the present is 2Lveritahlt 
third edition^ of a work, which I have no 
doubt will run through as manyimpressfons, 
as the celebrated almanacks of the astpok)-' 
gical Dr. Moore, or the accurate Mr. Par- 
tridge. Indeed, as the characters deli-* 
neated in it appear^ for the most part, to 
be resolutely determined against all refor- 
mation, it will never cease to possess that 
point and application, which must always 
ensure popularity to a work of satire ; at 
least as. long as its heroes and heroines 
shall be permitted to Continue their career 
of folly, humbug, and farce, in the great 
" Limbo of vanity," wherein they at pre- 
sent make so •conspicuous a figure. The 
very circumstance, too, of these kdies 
and gentlemieu railing at, and preaching 
i^ainst* the work, must inevitably con- 

* Many effoxts were made^ as I Jbare been Mbnned^ 
by Drawcansir and Vegetable^ to preach down €he '^ Bath 
Characters'* and its authcu:} and their pulpits rang for 
several Sundays after the appearance of the second edi^ 
tton of the book^ with affecting discourses on such sub- ' 
jecti as ^e /ninth eonunaadinent, '' Judge not^ and tbou 
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tinue to give it carfency and renown ; 
though it wfll in no degree lessen theit- 
ingratitude to its anthor, who has kindly 
put into the nlouth of each, niore wit, hu- 
mour, and learning, than all of them to- 
gether possess. But every day confirms 
the truth of the old Greek ad^ge ; 

Aft* TjXsyjTAi, xai teQyrjKsy r^ X^P^^' 

'' No sooner is the favor conferred, than the sense of ii 
perishes." 

With respect to my share in the merit of 
the following sheets, I honestly confess 
that it is confined to the addition of a few 

shalt not be judged," &c. &c. The seraphic Doctor (as 
the schoolmen called Thomas Aquinas) had commenced 
an elaborate series of discourses, to prove not only that 
all scandal, satire, drollery, &c. was very wicked, but 
that all nice attention to the practices and conduct of 
our neighbour should he^ prohibited. His glorious ca- 
reer, however, was checked by a second visitYrom Lady 
Lofty, who suggested that these doctrines were not the 
most agreeable ones to the ears^ of his &shionable audi- 
tors ; as they evidently trenched upon the undoubted 
privileges of well'bred people, that of chatting scandal 
of their bosom-friends, and cutting up the reputations of 
thek acquaintance and neighbours. 
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notes, and the omission of some characters, 
which (though painted to the life) are too 
horrible to be brought forward in a work 
intended for general perusal. 

London, June 1st, 1808. 






POETICAL INVQCATKftI 



TQTHfi 



TWO MASTERS OP T»E CEREMONIES AT 

BATH, 



MoKARCHS of etiquette! to 'wbom pertain 
Sport's glorious rule> and Folly's sacred reign ; 
The proad pre-eminence o'er Fashion's crew, 
iHrts, fbp99 add oQ^flconib^ beacttiM <dd and new ; 
Whose j^> UA€ont£odieAilej, oan bid ' 
^he baWs conclusion, tho* the dance arnid^ 
And, by the power of the magic watch*, ^ 
The sprightly sons of capering -can caitch 
£*en in the act of spmtgingfrcm ikeJhoTy 
Atidbid them capen^ cut dlat night no niofe | 
Etilers of Tweedle^dum, aid Tweedle-dee ! 
On whose behest depends the hour of tea; 

^ The mode of anDOunciDg the ftiUil Ikmr 9^ which the b^l is 
to conclude at the upper and lower rooms, is, by the M* C*s 
holding up Ms waieh; when, in a momeAt, as if the Cforgon's heaii 
had been exhibited, eyeryfiiMef't arm is armtpi^ and not furthit 
steps i«Am for the evenioi^. 

- c 
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Whose varied sway extends o'er cap and hat^ 
Now orders this, and now prohibits that* ; 
Commands the lappetf gracefully to flow 
\ y From females fine who tread the minuets slow ; 

And bids, when these are o'er, the troops advanco 
To mingle in the mazy countiy'dance ; 
To whom belong the ceaseless, simp*ring sndle, 
, The weU-bred compliment^ devoid of guiles 
The pliant Ixm; the ready He ! he ! he ! 
And all the forms of Bath cvdlity; 
The soft kid'gUne ; the thickly-powder'd crest ; 
The bright medallion flaming on the breast ; 
Depending, decent, from the button-hole. 
With emblems designating high controult ; 
Protect an humble scribbler, who pursues 
With timid fpotst^p, Anst€i/*s\\ d^thless muse ; 

* The difference betweeD the drett woAfamcif balls, as they art 
palled, seems to be thi8,^that at the ^nunr, ladies can appear onlr 
in particular cloathin^^ at the latter in any cloathing, or none at alk 

f On the benefit nights of the M. C, when the ladies are in- 
dulged with minuets, sudi females as wish the distinguished 
honor of this exhibition, add, to the other decorations of thehr 
^oeU'furnUhed headSi b. ■pB.ir ot long lapfetSm . 

I The gold medallion foir the M. G. of the upper rooms dis- 
plays on one .side the figure of Mineroa, syinbolical of the witdon^ 
requisite for the ofiSce ; with the inscriptions, Demu ct tutamen,^ 
(signifying his being the fotmtain of honor and guardian of the 
fair) and Duke est desipere in Joco, or, the rooms are proper phce^ to 
play the fool in. The medallion worn by the M. C. of the loxeer 
'rooiTiSf has on the obverse, ia Vemtt almost naked, with the motto, 
yenus decern, alluding to the de^ee qf cloathing which will be consi? 
^ered as consistent with modesty, 

II The ifitt^ author of the iVe» Bath Guide, 



iFer x)nce xegSLtdi a poet'Oster^s cBiW, 
And smile benigp od your admirer PauL 

But let me indiuidiiaUy address 
With homage due each single mightiness i 
Nor group such lofty, characters together, 
liik^ asses coupled with t;be sdf^same tether -, 
Or surly beagles, snarling at the chain 
Tl)at binds, with single link, their collars twain. 

First then, to thou, whose widely- sweeping rule 
Includes Bath's crimson seats* ^ and Chdt*nam*s humbLey: 

stoolf, 
I lift my lay, thou second best of kings! 
Eeigning supreme o*er cold and tepid springs-^ 
Presiding, with a kind divided car«, 
0*er female motions here, and fe^male tno^/on^ there ! 

And thou, who in subordinate career, 
JDirect'st, with equal ^ory, pleasure's lower sphere | 
Ordering, with self-same gravity of face, 
Th* important points of partners, tune, and places 
Whose busy eye, the active feet among. 
Now tells that this is right, and that is wrong : 
Who go'st, when Cancer reigns, from Bladud's pumpf, 
To watch, at Margate^ ladies wash their ■ : 

* Alluding^ to the superb furniture 6f the upper rooms. 

f I am inclined to think that a dtoUXdouUe entendre lies conceal" 
ed in this word. My uncle was a futmy man : he had been at 
Xlheltenham, experienced the efficacy of its waters himself, and 
jeen their influence upon others ; and his mind was full of asso- 
ciations, produced there by the impressions which had been mad« 
* i:^on his diffin'ent semes by the effects of these salutary springs. 

c2 



Momrchs of all that's ^eof^ WM^wi$e, vAfiir, 

Oh ! singly and lunled^ hear mj ptaffr \ 

Complacent on my learned teboora look $ 

Bid all youT subfects furckate PaUd*$ hookj 

Protect its pages ftom each enrioas storm^ 

And FATR(»f IZ£ THE CHiJlACTBRS YE FOJRM ! 
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PROCEMIUM, 

TO THE FIRST EDITION. 






Gentle Reader^ 

WE have discovered in our profound 
literary researches that in attacking folly 
and vice, ridicule is oftentimes a more use- 
f ul instrument than grave reprehension : 

Rldiciduai acri 
'Par&nn et melius magnas j^erumque secat re$§ 

» 

and that itte lash of Mtite will penetrate to 
the feelings of those whom, the most serious 
remonstrances would not put to the blush. 
Frequent sojournments yi Bath hav« 
convinced us> there is no place within the 
dominions of our lieg€ Lord the King, which 
so much requires the application of such a 
caustic, as this populous city ; where vanity 
reigns triumphant; and folly, humbujg, and 
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imposture, carry their heads too high to be 
reached by any other weapon than the shaft 
of ridicule. 

This conviction has induced us to vo- 
lunteer our services in the cause, and 
prompted an endeavour to encourage virtue, 
by raising the laugh against her adversary. 
It has emboldened us, to commit, for the 
first time*, our effusions to the press; and 

* I know not whether it proceeded from the innate 
modesty of my uncle, who was in trutfi a very diffiden' 
rnati, or from his fear of encountering the critics in 
propria persona ; but so it hap|>ened, that all the publi- 
cations with which he favored the world (and, as his pro- 
fession and sole dependence was authorship, they must 
have been numerous to have supplied him even with salt 
and cheese) were dismissed from the press midexjictitious 
names ^ and "^ith some little circumstances in the prefect, 
that might interest the compassion of the reader ^ sueh 
as, ''thatitwas^is^rj^f^ortin print;" thaf hewascom- 
pelled to publish by the intreaty of his friends, &c. &c.*'— 
Asiirly critic mighi call this proceeding disingenuous; and 

' accuse my relation of a falsity in his first pages. But I 
will be bdd to say, if his Exordiums contained an untruth, 

^tliey were the only parti) of his works to which that 
charge might be applied; as he scorned the common 
practice of modern writers in this respect, poets^ his- 
torians^ and biographers^ that of stuffing every page witb 
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to send theni out as .adventutets upon thi 
: stormy ocean of the world. Not^ indeed/ 
without a palpitating heart; for we have 
often been ready to condemn the Rashness 
of our determination;, and to exclaim with 
-the foolish Cory doui ^ 

jElheu! quid volul miseto mlhi ? floribtis ailstruni 
t'erdltus^ et Uquidis imiriisi fontibus apros. : 

But as we had entered into a creditable 
service, and resolved to challenge the same 
honor which Cleland attributes to Pope, 
' ^ * hot to write a line of any man, \^hich 
through guilt, through shame, or through 
fear, through variety of fortune, or change 
of interest, we should be ever unwilling to 
own,'* so 'we have beein able to conquer our 
alarms, and to present oiir 'virgin muSe (if 
r there be one whose tutelage extends, to 
dialogues),, intacta puella^ to the pu^hlie. 
Far be it from us, therefore, to deprecate 
tandid criticism, or to crave aught at the 
hands of the reviewers, s^ive justice seasoned 

.sentiments that nevsr were felt 5 transactions thatnev^r 
liapi>ened3 and events that never occurred. Epitor. 
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mth mircy, Againet one Ht4jf censdn ouljr 
we beg leave to put in our eternal protest 
—the Wretched hirelings of the A— i J — n 
Review^ who have neither sagacity to de- 
tect 1blemishe», taste to disco^irer beauties^ 
nor liberality to bestow the fair meed, of 
pra4^ on any writer whose principles are 
not in uskiton with their own mean, oon- 
fined, and despicable opinions*. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Though we cannot venture to assert with 
a great wt^ *^ that the sentiments of our 
epeakers are so peculiar> l^tid the touches of 
character so tnasterly, ^a to preclude the 
necessity of a A^;" yet we flatter ourselves 
tiiat our sketches bear such a resemblance 

* How ofiensive is tnitli to tbose wlio hArc no ta^e 
fer her diarins ! Even dib j^^ representation of tke 
^nblloattoii in qi^ea^on, ond its eoodoc^rs^ so inflaoied 
the iadignatloD of^he A — J-^ i*eviewer8> as to destroy the 
little good-breeding they possessed^ and excite them to 
give my uncle the Ue! But he, good man^ only smiled at 
tb^ir incivility, and contented himself with the refleqtioD 
that the abuse oisu^h men, is the most unqualified praise. 

EniToa. 



to their originals, as will enable the reader, 
without much consideration, ,to put the cap 
upon its right owner throughout Should 
the likenesses, however, prove less striking 
to others than to ourselves, we beg that this 
ill-success of the painter may not be attri- 
buted to our having accompanied the por- 
traits with circumstances which ^do not 
belong to them ; as we pledge ourselves, 
that almost every anecdote is legitimately 
connected with the person of whom it is 
told, and that most of the incidents intro- 
duced are genuine facts. 

_ ^ 

Jjmdon, November^ Ut, I8O7. 
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PREFACE 



TO THE SECOND EDITION. 



£cce iterum Crispinus. . 

IF Peter Paul Pallet were to profess 
himself otherwise thaa exceedingly de- 
lighted at the demand for a second Edition 
of his Dialogues, he M^ould justly incur the 
suspicion of having been longer and more 
deeply initiated into the mysteries of author- 
skip than he affirms himself to be; and 
of having acquired that ultimate trick of 
the profeission, 

'That la^Jt, best refuge of an authbr's ait^^ ^ 

ij . ■ • . ■ 

an apparent contempt of criticism, whilst its 
infliction produces the most poignant an- 
guish ; and a seeming indifference about the 

* '* That latt infirmity of noble minds." 

MlLTON< 
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fait of a book, which its writer would give 
a little finger to hear had become popular, 
and met with a go(id maU. 

As Peter ' hf) we ver is too great a novice 
in the triumphs and 8prro\rs of publication, 
either to feel, or affect an apathy, which 
nothing but veteran experience can pro- 
duce, he does not scruple to avow his satis- 
faction at the success of his first essay, nor 
to congratulate himself on his having ex- 
cited that attention in the Bath public, 
which his correspondents there assure *him 
has been manifested. 

That the Dialogues should have occa- 
sioned much indignation and bustle iti the 
high-life partieSy amongst those things ef 
fashion which throng the more elevated 
walks of polished society, and disgrace and 
* deform it by their folly and tlieir vice, is 
indeed a consummation which Peter de- 
voutly wished;- though' his modesty (for a 
young author may be supposed capable of 
possessing even this quality) would not 
permit him to expect it. The canvas was 
lat^ud^d to present likenesses that should 



abasii pride, and mortify vanity; and it k^ 
po small gratification to the painter, to dis- 
cover that he has not, in this respect^ 
failed in his design. The t&kip was merited; 
and, " thanks to the gods, its thong has 
done its duty." — ^But, on the other hand, 
tliQUgh he Exults in the information that 
vice and imposture, coxcombs of both 
sexes^and vain pretenders of all professions, 
have felt the severity of his satire, yet, 
nothing would h^ve given him more serious 
uneasiness, than to have been obliged to 
consider himself as having, in any one 
instance, put virtue to the blush, or wound- 
ed, in the slightest degree, the feelings of 
honest worth. Unknown as Peter is to 
every one, and the sole depositary of his 
own secret, he may venture, without the 
imputation of ^oanityy to assert*, that he 
has too tra€ a taste for the charms of moral 
h&mty^ in whatever characters they appear, 

^ If I am a tain man, my gratificadon Uea witilm a 
nanrow circle; I am the sole d^posit^iy of mj owa 
secret^ and it jshall perish with me. 

JPNItJS. 
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ever to contemplate them without admira* 
tion, or mention them without respect;, 
and rather than dip his brush in the gall of 
unmerited censure, or the poison of slander, ^ 
he would instantly throw it from him for 
ever. He deeply feels the sentiment of 
the poiBt, and cordially joins in his e^e^, 
cration of every attacik. upon mpraji e^j:-, 
cellence; - 

. '' Cars*d be the verse, how well soe'er it flow. 
Which tends to make one virtuous man my foe.-* 

If it be thought that he has been too 
hard on the callings of divinity and physic,, 
let it be remembered,, that as these .voca- 
tions are more fully peopled than the other, 
walks of professional life, they . therefore > 
present a proportionably greater number, of ^ 
subjects for the application of the satyrist V 
caustic. The exemplary, divine, and 

the SKILFUL, HONEST, AND HUMANE PHTt. 

siciAN (and many such may be found in 
Bath), are, and always have been, sacred 
and honorable characters, and justly conr- 
sidered; not only as beneficial^ but as e^? 
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iientially necessary ta society ; characters 
too respectable to be exalted by the eulogy 
pf an anonymous author, or rendered ridi- 
culous by his satire. They carry the^-r 
selves far above the reach of the light 
arrows of wit, and may smile at every vain 
attempt to diminish their credit or lower 
their dignity. But not so with the hocus 
pocus of these professions. The scourge 
will easily reach them^ and they ought to 
smart under its infliction. They have no 
plaim to the mercy of the satyrist; nor can 
they bid defiance to his ridicule, because 
their pretensions are false, and their object 
is delusion : for as neither pomp nor pride, 
piGOTiiY nor PROFLIGACY, cau constitute 
the •AMTMJflN IEPET2 or blameless priest; 
so it is neither dashing ignorance, nor 

SOLEMN IMPUDENCE J a WCC bit of ScOTCH 

phelosophee; a smattering of Hume's 
METAPHYSICS, uor eveu a large portion of 
MODERN INFIDELITY, that Can couvcit a 
stupid, or pert empiric, into an HPns 
^fAXAXlN or ea^cellent medical practitioner^* 

* The author is anxious, also, that it may not bQ 
thought he OGieans to ridicule the praise-worthy exertions 
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larf o; Y^i anfjf voXXaw on^ra^fcs aXXam* 

Which, in spite, of scholiasts and editors, 
critics and grammarians, he will boldly 
translate, 

'' A good plijsieian is the best of laen.** 

of modest industry^ in any profession or department^ by 
any strokes of satire which occur in the following dia- 
logues. Men raising themsehres from a' subordinate to 
a higher station in society^ by a steady attention to the 
duties of their post in life^ are exeniplary characters^ and 
will always command the respect and esteem of the good 
and wise. Neither is it a reproach to any one^ that he 
lias not been endowed with the higher gifts of the mind, 
nor blessed with the advantages of a liberal eduoitioni 
it is only when success produces insolence that it deserves 
castigation 5 when ignorance is pert that it becomes dis« 
gusting 3 and w^en dulness assumes- importance, that it 
holds itself out a fair mark for the shaft of ridicule. 
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SCBKIL 

THE POlfP-RdOM. ^ 



Ladies &nd gemmeH, yiopa're awsto 
Of what has casatfd omtdeditightie^ 

A scribbler tile, with saocy quiU> 
Whose satires eightf psges fill. 
Has dar*d, with ton to play the fool | 
And tum*d our spctts to tidictde. 

Say d^en whak: ptmisfameut shdf fsSS 
Qn him' wllid ha^ abtisU us ali > 

But that due ci&itE)st6^iv,s msf 
Maj-k the proceedings 6t tjbe c£ay, 
I take the libett/ 16 kde, 
A PRESIDENT should fegul^t^ 
The agitations of debate i 
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And beg Sir Grboort to name. 
As duly gifted £or the same. 
AU. — Hie vote we second, and declare 
Sir Gregory must take the chair. 

Sir Gregory. 

Excuse me, sirs, the envied sittings 
You'll find one more the chair befitting. 
Let Mr. Rattle take it first. 
*^Well, if I MUST submit, I must. 

^ Rattle. 

AD, Mr. Chairman,; I've to say. 
Is, LAUGH and be laugh*d at, that's my way. 
The dog is droll -, his jokes are true, 
Tho' he*s attacked both me and you. 
Then Jet us join the general roar. 
And soon of Paul you'll hear no more. . 

Mrs. Vehicle. , 

I can't approve of Rattle's notion ; 
Nor (spite of sex) refrain a motion^ 
Had Paul steer'd clear of cards and PLAY^i 
My vote had b^n as mild as May ; 
But since he talks so much of tricks, 
I think he sliould be drown'd in Styx.^ 
To little BuFO of th^ crescent. 
The book I sent, by way of present : 
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And begg'd, for Heaven's sake, he'd try 
Its reputation'to descry*. ' 
The pigmy hero hurried down 
' Like light'ning to the lower town. 
And told, in fury, as he posted. 
How cruelly his friends were roasted. 
'* 'Tis wretched Billingsgate,*' he said j 
But spite of all the book was read. 
^' *Tis most^deternain'd defaraatioB:*' 
This only urg'd it's circulation. 
In LETTKRf then I begg'd he'd hint it : 
But nobody, alas ! would print it. — 
Since, then, our arfs of no avail 
To crush the book, or spwl it's sale 5 
The sentence I've pronounc'd should f^ll 
On it's most wiicked Author, Paux*. 



* Many unjustifiable. measures were adopted for this pui^^ose, 
l»ut tfaey all failed of 'success, as the present third edition suffi- 
ciently testifieth. Repeated proTOcations will at length stir up 
the most forbearing spirit, and the persecutors of my work may 
,«xcite even my mild temper to indignation, and induce me, by 
their persisting in a course' of ungenerous hostility, to change 
my mode of castigation ; to take a saU^g-ktufe in the room of a 
razor f and^/Koy instead of shaving, 

f An anonymous letter, addressed by the ^/gmry hero to the 
printer of a Bath Weekly Journal, containing the monstrous 
proposition that a wprk of light satire deserved the judicial cen- 
sure of the magistracy of the "City, was likely to incur the ne- 
' gleet and contempt it met with : surely the writer of it had foiw 
gotten, that he every week makes it part of bid petition that the 
MAGISTRATES should MAINTAIN (not oppOSe) the TRUTH. 
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SiGNOItA RaTTANAJ 

Dear madam« sarely you're too tender 
Of such a rude and low oflfender. 
I*d tear the wretch's eyes out quite. 
With vision gone, he*d cease to write. 
Nor more distufguiah betwixt rbd and WHITE.^ 

XiADT Nettle. 

Oh ! for a good sharp cobler's awl,. 
To PIERCE this persecuting Paul I 
Or Lady's corking-PiN, as]argei 
And long, as mast of tra4ing haige f 
rd introduce it at his tail, 
And on it's point the wretch impale. 

Sir Clerical Orange*. 

Pardon me, ladies, if I raise 
Objections to your several ways ; 
All modem modes of punishment 
Are far too mild for his intent. 
la ancient manuscripts I read 
That Jvfarsyas alive was^ay*d. 
Be this the sentence then^ I vote, 
*' To skin him quite from toe to throat; 
'* And, the more torture to produce, 
♦* To rub him o'er with lemon jv^iqe." 

* This is a profound antiquary and learned clerk, famous f<5b 
his htimaUaeptaintance (if ygU t^Il beli^re biins^lf) witb aocio^t- \ 
and modem fffcuPpHn^ '■ 
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Fray^ ladies^ let the reptile dadh on^ 
Nor discompose us stars of fashion ^ 
We soar above such low-bred elves. 
For we give law unto ourselves : 
And disregard the musty rules 
.That bind the minds of vulgar fppls. 
Say, GENTLE DOCTOR, am I right 
To view the case in such a ligbtf? 

Dr. Vegetable. 

Might lasting' silence seal my tongue. 
Could it pronounce YOUR la'shtIp wrongI 
No ! in your humble servant's eye, 

KaNK is INFAtLIBltilTY. . 

Dr. Faddle. 

A truce with civil protestation, 
J^nd mind the ciilprit^s accusation. 

The blackgijard fancies he*s been witty. 
With DOCTORS, whelps, and spermaceti. 
Could we but once in mortar fix him. 
Wouldn't you pound him,, neighbour MlxiiM ? 

MixumV 

Oh! should the caitiff chance to pop 
His head into our little shop. 
With. PILL and purge I'd soon be at him. 
And teach hixDt that without bis latin. 
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I could administer a dosb. 
Should 8000 his merry labours close. 

. The Rev. Mr. Ch^p. 

P — X take your doses^ drugs^ and pills, 

Promoters^ more than cures of ills : 

They'd only the curs'd varlet teize, 

And not eradicate disease. 

For of all maladks (which you deligHt in; 

Because they bring the frequent doit in) 

There's none so bad^ as itch of writing. 

No ! hand him over to the church. 

And he sha'n't leave us in the lurch. 

"We'll properly the Pagan handle. 

And curse him^ ''with beU, book,- and candle*.^ 

Scoundrel ! with sacrilegious eye,. _ ^ , 

To peer into the sanctuary, 

And what he saw behind the veiT ' 

To fabricate into a tale: . . . 

And then expose, in satire pointed. 

The merry tricks of the anointed. 

Did he not know (a stupid beast !) 

The privileges of a priest. 

How, in those blessed Romish times. 

When natural failings wefe no crimes'. 

The parson, tho' a wife forbidden, 

(For reasons that are better hidden) 

Might, like a modem Turkish beau. 

Maintain a whole seragUo\. 

* Alluding to the ancietit ecclesiastical mode of anatliema. ^ 
f It is unnoceasary to remind the learned reader of the mon> 
stwus indulgences allowed to the clergy; in this particular^ 
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He thinks, thzt nobk game he's started. 

Because I from my rib have parted. 

And introduc'd, into her room^ >i 

Txoo fairer objects to my home* 

The vulgar dog believes a wife 

Must be a burthen for one's life : 

Nor e*er has heard the zpe//-6reJ cry/ 

" Marriage is but a civil tie, t j 

That may, when stale, at any time 

Be separated without crime." 
Since then he's dared to attack the cloth, 
And 8ta\ned ecclesiastic worth, , • 

I vote, for conduct so uncivil, » 

He strait be tumbled to the Devil. 
What! how now. Bow-wow? rouze, and /ry 
To speak for Car fraternity. 

' Bow-wow. (Hiccups,) 

I wish you*a tried this wicked sinner - 
An hour or two' b« fork my dinner. 
rd made a speech for the occasion, 

A little FIVE-MINUTK ORATION: 

But now (p^x take the wine) I can't 
' Call back a single word I want. 
Let Sable then take up the ball. 
He's GAB enough to serve us all. 

Sable. 

Yes, chairman, and I think I've reason, 
Tax'd as I am with preaching treason > 

during tbose centuries which are emphatically called the dark 
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And, what's slill vUm» (oonfoimd his tongtie) 
In SERMONS of an hodr long. 

Would I could meethim/he should try 
The FORCE of my DiviNirr. 
rd dye him qmckly to MT hue. 
And beat him blac^, as w^ll as blue. 

What tho* the PAGAN dare to qtiizs 
My Sable melancholic phizz; 
What tho* he impudently cry, 

Dick preaches foul oEMbCRACr ; 

And forces luckless> loyalsinners. 

To hear his rant, and spdil their dinners :'* — 
On the broad basis 1*11 rely 

Of '^ GENUINE CHRISTIANITY.*' 

Th<S^ ''PLRAlstJ^RE*' still retain her sway. 
And routes increase from day to day; 
Tho* still resound *' WAifs** brazen notes^ 
And peaceful cits still wear red coats-, 
Tho* still the nation" yeariy'get 
A fresh addition to its *' l>EBT j*' 
In spite of all my ill-success , 
Such crying evils to redress, 
1*11 still attack? with Aonwf'Vflg^, 
The " REIGNING VICES'* of thfe age*. 

But pray, amid this genial stir. 
What says the lamb^lik^ DrAWcan^ir! 

PRAWCAifSIR. 

Oh! for an iNfitrisiTiON firb 
To broil this most infernal liar. 

^ See W«-»r'9 occasional Sermons. 
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You GAFFfiR Smut should blow the beclows j 
Whilst those two active little fellows . 
The GEMINI^ rd place o guard hiiii> 
And nowand then to turn and lard him.— ^ 

I! Iiuil4'9 CHiJEca to SAVE the P009! 
sAnd keep an alm*s-boi^ at my door! 
Tis false as hell : mj ZEAL I $hew 
In better ways than these, I trow : 
For, whilst a M£thodist*s alive. 
And sects and MEETii^G-Hoi;r9Es thrive/ 
My thoughts are all em|>ioy'dy J own» 
To KNOCK one up, and t'other down. 

Tm.— Gaffer Smut, and the Oem ini. 

Whatever your holyness should say 
We'd execute without delay. 
Pro\id of a patron so notohiousi 
For ZEAL and orthodoxy glorious, 
We*d glad fulfil what youVe decreed. 
Without expecting other meed. 
Than, what would a)l our toil beguile. 
The favor of yos^r bi&aveii9[ly s¥ILJ^. 

Counsellor Morose. 

D— n— n seize ye all for fools! 
The icpp, Sttrike before it cools: 

IPl^ ^ dog up to NISI FRIUS, 

Or, dr->>n him, but he'll roast and fiy uf^ 
Tlie public think his satire good; 

And he*!} not stog^ Q— d d-^n his. Wood^ 
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Unless with LATITAT we fright him ; 

00 what is better still, indict him. 

Dr. Skipper. 

Come^ come, old crusty, don't he rough: 
Paul has flogged none of you enough. 
Yet ALL I see have felt his hits. 
And hate the cap, because it fits. 

1 like his satire for my part. 

And wish him well with all my hearty 

Because his arrows he lets fly 

Only at vice and vanity. 

Let him omit the cats and e^gs, 

And:HOGSHEAD undefbeath my legs$ 

With two or three such trifles more; 

The market-place, and play-house door * ; 

• Extract from the Bath Herald of Friday, iSth Nov. 1807.— 
<* Dr. Skipper accqueints the author of the Bath Characteri, 
that he has not stuck to truth always, as he promised in his pre- 
face. Ridicule is no test of truth ; tl^ough ridicule sometimes 
opposes superstition and enthusiasm more forcibly than solid 
argument. The Doctor is obliged to him for bringing him for- 
ward as a powerful adversary to Drawcansir; but he does not 
tell truth when he says, ' he preached in public market-places in 
Wilts and Somerset, and was peked with dead cats^ dogs^ and 
rotten eggs.* This he never did in the days of his greatest zeal* 
He has indeed preached seven times a week, for three months .to- 
gether ; and lour times'a week for four years, at a chapel well known 
in this city, and an hour at a time;— « good example to his bre- 
thren, who preach only a quarter of. an hour once a week! He 
never stood near the playhouse, or the rooms, declaring to thpse 
who enterejd it that it was the downward road; but he has ex- 
horted his bearers not to go to those places of amusement. Here 
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And spite of Drawgansib and you, 
ril swear tHat all he says is true, 

he had the laws of God and man on his side; fbjr those places, i^, 
times pkst, might have been presented as iUegal at quarter- 
sessions, and put down; now, indeed, they are licenced; but 
whether they have mended the morals of the people, Dr. Skippei^ 
fippeals to the judgment of such of his brethren as frequent such 
places.*' 

Ciiapel-Row, Nov, 1^. 
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SCENE. 



A PORTICO KIAR ALFB£D StTREfiT, BATH. 
Enter Mr^ Ramroi, tmd Tpm ULattU. 

V 

Rattle. Toll loll de roll loll de roll, loll 
de roll loll. 

Ramrod. Do my eai^ and eyes deceive 
me; or is it my old friend Tom Rattle 
vhom I now address ? 

Rat. The same in sober truth, tny dear 
Bam rod, ** and your poor servant ever." 

Ram. I protest the sight of your phialz 
is quite a cordial tome ; a very ophthalmio ; 
a cure for distempered vision. But pr^y- 
thee, Tom, where hast thou concealed that 
comical face of thine for these last three 

B 
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years past ; and from what region do^t 
thou now come ? 

lU^. \fmgi\ " Oh I've been td countries rare i 
Seen such sights 'twould make you stare.** 

I come. Ramrod, from rambles to which 
the travels of the wandering Jew were but 
a morning's lounge, and the journeyings 
of the tempest-tost Ulysses only an evening's 
saunter — Surfeited with fiddling and cas- 
sino; meagre petit soupees,,and stupid fa* 
niily-dinners; with Monday's lies, and every 
dsty's scandal; with Tragedy torn to rags, * 
and Comedy turned Billingsgate ; with po-^ 
litical preachers, and preaching politicians; 
with pert vanity, and impudent ignorance^ 
I turned my horses' heads, one morning 
about three yearsr ago, towards the moun- 
tains of Wales : with the determination to 
breathe for a while a pure invigorating 
aether, and to court the charms of unso- 
phisticated nature, upon my jointure farms 
i« Glamorgan, and amongst the simple 
tenantry who cultivate them. 
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. Ram. And hare you slumbered evcf 
kince, with the cattle of yotir pin-fold, and 
the p6ulti*y of yoiir farm-yard ? 

liat. Ob; no ! believe it ilot ; the dull 
jokes of the viCar, and the stale news of 
the apothecary, soon drove me froth my 
retreat; I escaped one niorciing from the 
threatened persecutioii of these assassins of 
all patience; who had anticipated my hdi^- 
pitality, and imnted themselves to dine with 
me ; and crossing St; George's channel in ik 
<:ock-boat, at the hazard of my life, I land- 
ed safely in my own dear country, whicb I 
had not visited for almost half a century. 
But oh, poor Milesia ! how wast thou changi^ 
ed in the intf rval ? What with suckling 
htr mother on the o^er side bf the water, 
and being squiexed and milched by bet 
children at home, her landlords and parsons; 
what with interndl complaints which con- 
vulsed her bowelsi and external bruisei 
from th^ hands of her ungrateful parent, she 
was so chop-ikllen, woe-befgdne, and debi- 
litated^ that the very sigbt of her threw m$ 
Intbafit of the bhie tteviis, and obliged 
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flie again to decamp, almost as soon as I 
bad set iny fpot on my native shore. 

Ram. Aiid whither did jou hend your 
course^ when you quitted oui^ pjDor, dear^ 
unfortunate country? . 

Rat. ^^ To Sawney'silandt then repaired," 
and moitij^ my fleah for a. few monthi 
Ml oatmAal and baggifi^ But &agh 1 my 
olfabtory nerves haVe scatcely yet been 
puriiied: from the mephitic. Eluvium of 
^' sweet Edinhitrgh. oh !*' The laddies ;arc, 
hoiw^vfer, kppxk the wliole, a gude fiople^i 
in&cry as cdckets in spite of thtiv pkdosih 
ph^; a&d abundantly hospitable^ jfor yoa 
are e.Y£sr right irdcdme to itheir hpu&es^ if 
your efrmod there be not ta beg or borroiw^ 
Their cffoele^tck^ is provdrbial^ and eveij 
i)ne'5 jspioe is incurvated by continiisd 

. * My uncle )ias he^m, I thipk^ been ratl^er too pv^ 
upon a nation^ which^ in its moral charactpr^ as wdl a» 
in its natursd scenery, presents much botb'to admire, 
and to praise. Frequent opportunities of studying the 
Soots, as indiriduals, and id theit collectli^ ^pacity> 
baveiaduce4 n|e to {ojct^ a v^y xJi^r^At ppiufpn pf tb^ip 



"Jiiim. Har I hat faa ! The same facetious 
feiiow a» ever, I find. Tom Rattle to th© 
etid of the chapter. But did your Scotch 
expedition finish the ramble ? 

tb didt which my venerahle kinsman tintertained. I- 
faaV^d jfuH oflen Witttesifed their heneT(dehce, and more 
than once felt thdr kindness; 9nd ^m.compelled both 
l^y observation and. experience tp declare^ there is a grrat 
4eal amiablej; estimable, and excellent in their character* 
Where shall we ^nd another people amongst whom lite- 
lature is so genc^raEy 'iiiffdsedj religion so nationally re<< 
q)ected^. and morality so nntrersallj practised, as by the 
Scots* It is true their history, like the history of other 
kingdonas^ presents actspf public atrocity, and scenes 
of national disgrace. They have disowned a Mary, and 
betrayed^a Charles ; but such eclipses of^ national glorf 
have been rare and transient; and should be forgotten 
ih that hteze of &me whidi their k>ve of liberty ^d 
virtue tl^dw^ ttmd it^i ^ublie diaract»r. If Caledo* 
lAt prodtuSe the unitimafy tM^lt, sbe can also boast her 
telips and her lilies ; her g^dlant chiefs and her kNrely 
vhgins : aiid let it nem be forgotten, that though slm 

has given birth to a Lord V -t M ' ■ e, and an 

iSi^Q^ — e R c > yet she has made ample amends 
to the worid for this monstrous progeny, in thesplendid 
dWd of heroes, philosophers, historians, and poets, of 
iifeist and present tins&s, who bail hsx ibr a mother. 

EOITOIt. 
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Rat. Yes-— like Linco, in the scmgt tired 
of wanderings that furnished me with nc^ 
thing so pleasant as what I had left bebind> 
I resolye^ to return to my former quarterSi 
which^ after all, *' is the only place in the 
yorld/' as Quin used to say, '^ for an 0I4 
cock to go to roost in." Here I copunencr 
ed my campaig^n about ten days ago ; and 
have already made th? tour of all thaVs to 
be seen, save the dominions with whicH 

you haye been invested by the ab^icatip^^ 
of their former monarch. 

Ram. Well: and what improvements do 
you find to have taken place amongst us 
during your absence?— -The clu: 



* From some loose papen which I di^ooyered at tfai» 
liottom of roy. ancle's di&t, I have reason to iq)preheiid 
^e had meditated a distinct work on the havoc mitide on 
the happifiess of socie^, hf these fashionable places of^ 
resort; or, as bestronglf described them, '' these ^ 
semblies of mingled knaves and £x)U.*' The papers 
contain niany eioellent dbsetvatipos on that destruction 
of conjugal felicitj ; those breaches of familj-comfort ; . 
that ruin of domestic peace ; and that beggary of help<*. 
^ .children, Which so frequently result from gentlemen - 
attending, these houses of public pillage; as well as manjr 
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Hat. Oh ! name it not for pity's sake---* 
Nothing but long'faces and empty pock- 

intei^ting anecdotes to prove the truth of his obserya- 
tipns, and an animating appeal to the niagistracy of, the 
country to^ut in execution those laws against them» which 
the wisdom of the. legislature has provided for their sup- 
pression. As the papers^ however, are too voluminous^ 
and too unconnected to be here transcribed^ I shall 
merely insert two facts from them, which appear to 
relate to die dub in question* I remember, says my 
uncle, some years ago, the chearful and an^iable Hild» 
Tio» a generous West Indian, with ^ heart as warm as 
his native sun. Seyen children surrounded his table^ 
'yrbich was always crowned with plenty, and ever offered 
41 hearty welcome. A friend, in evil hour, persuaded 
Hi^rio to accompany him to the club, that cave of 
deaths He played^ and was successful. He went 
again, and was again a winner. His attendance became 
now regular ; and after the play of two seasons, he 
found himself a ruined man, and was compelled to 
quit his house and country j to forego the fair hopes tkat 
had opened upon his rising faipilyi apd retire to the 
small portion of his West India estateii, which an ad- 
verse run of luck had left him, that lie ipight by careful 
industry and rigid frugality re^in a small portion of 
chat wealth, of whiich he had robbed his children by his 
folly and imprudence. Florio was gay and expensive^ 
and had already involved himself in debt by his dissipa- 
^OD^ when be^ too, by his cacodcman, was intrpduced to tl^ip 
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cts — "a waste and bowling wilderness,^' 
naked as Eastern Prussia, and drained^ ^ 
dry as Holland. Every rook pigeoned ; 
and every knowing-one taken in. Lord 
Patterboard had just paid his f fiends there 
a visit, and introduced a new jerk of' tk^ 
elbow of his oMm invention ; thrown six-dec 
nine times runnio|; ; swept the table \vii\i 
the rapidity of one of Buonaparte's marches; 
and set o^ again for London in hk pos6- 
chaise and four, carrying away in his pocket 
every rouleau the house could pauster. 
. Ram. ^a ! ha! ha \ Diamond cut dia- 
mond» with a vengeance. The new thea- 
tre, however, would not Ibe so barren of 
amusement to you. 

dvh, After two nights* amusemeni, tbe plunderers car* 
ried off almost every shilling he possessed. He fbnnd 
means^ indeed^ to satisfy most of his debts of honour^ 
bat hiijmt 'creditors clamoured in vaiii for payment. 
Bdng a member of the senate^ he was secure horn ar- 
rests till the dissolution of Parliament, when^ not being 
again returned^ he found himseff compdlbd to seek re« 
fuge in a foreign land from Si hosf of debtorSj to which 
his ill fortunie at- the club will for ever prevent him fh)nt| 
doing justice. 
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Rat. Worse and worse, a very Faitito^ 
pint. Punch and his puppeta in a gilded 
shew-box. With all these attractions^ how- 
ever, it was "desolate as the dwelling of 
Morna;" but though I caught an ague 
from the damp solitude of thrf place, I 
could not help applauding the taste of yout 
jtownsmen, for leaving this royal company 
of comedians to my exclusive entertainments, 
Oh! sacred spirit of Henderson! and thou, 
laughter-nioving shade of the elder Edwin^ 
whose talents were unfolded on the then 
genial stage of Bath! how would rising 
choler convert your own ambrosia into 
bile, could ye behold your buskin and your 
sock usurped by pigmies^ and degraded by 
huflPoons; old women sporting Euphrasias; 
and ^ext misses personating tragedy queens ! 
I mean to suggest to the manager, who 
have wisely chosen the immortal Mr. 
Flockton for their model, to get up a 
tragedy, with kittens for the Dramatis 
PersofUB; and to engage the merryandrews 
of all the neighbouring mountebanks, 
for the lighter pieces brought forward 
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at their faoitS(69. In pure vexation of 
spirit at my disappointment, I oaciUated 
ftom the play-hoi|$e to the church, and 
have run the g^untlf^t through aU thepubUc 
places of this description in the city. 

Ram. * With equal edification and en- 
tertainment, I doubt ndt. Here I think 
we can boast — 

Rat. Oh! in truths a great deal that 
could not be found elsewhere — Croaking 
ravens; chattering jays; and devouring 
cormorants — Black-headed i^natics^ and 
white-headed " dreamers of dreams."-r-Th^ 
aqua-fortia of moh politics; and the mya^wk* 
ish slip-jslop of modern divinity.— Rank 
fayenne-pepper, and genuine powder of 
post. — No, Jack; in this too, as in every 
fhing else, you are on the descent; 

^tas parentum pejor ^vis tulit - 
Nos nequiores^ mox daturos 
. Progeniem vitiosioren^. 

'Twas bad enough in former days: 
*Tis worse now, ten times over. 

If the next race don't mend tbeir wajn^ 
If q one will bear their bot|ier. 
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Ram. A melandioly picture indeed of 
pur present state and future prospects*^ 
But your old ♦favourites the ^tfir, would 
make amends for the decline of every thing 
else amongst us* 

Rat. You say right, Jack : all my favo^ 
rites, now, are old. Hinc ilia: lachrymce : 
bence this long face« Grey hairs, my friend, 
xnaugre high spirits, are powerful non-elec- 
tricks; bad conductors of t))e subtle flame.^ 
No; I must be content to sing, with one 
of Cbsian*s heroes^ ** Gone is my strength 
in the war, and fallen my pride amongst 
women."-^There was a time, indeed, when 
I made, a figure with the sex, and could 
select from my list of conquests a fair 
specimen, of every degree of rank, from 
the duchejss; to the spouse of the squire. 
hxit-rjuimus — ^Jack! all my credit for suc- 
cessful gallantry has been extinguished, and 
my ardour in the chase been gradually 
evaporating, ever since that very unseason- 
able pi/ei^o/o^T^aZ operation J which was per- 
formed, upon me by EHck Merryman, some 
years agp. A Utile Linnetf you know» was 
^he subject of our d ispute. We^ went out 
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to 'settle it; he pinked my doublet as full 
of boles as a school*girl's{ sampler, and 
completed my obligations to him by carry* 
ing off the bird to his own nest.— But, d— n 
it, don't make me melancholy by recalling 
past grievanceis to tny recollection.*— I'd 
fain turn to gayer subjects; and, in the 
first place, congratukte you. Jack, on 
your translation from the nether to die 
higher sphere -— from the nadir to the 
zenith; from the Cerck k BaSy to the CercJe 
de la Haute; from the ill-dressed squabs, 
and old-fushipned quizzes of the lower 
town, to the jewelled dowagers, and naked 
beauties of the upper regions. — All hail ! 
thou worthy successor of a- long list of 
kings, extending from old Biadud to thyseif 
inclui&ive. May'st thou rival the imniortal 
Nash in popularity; and may thy reign 
surpass in fame, splendor, ^nd profit (which 
though last, is not least, I presume, in your 
estimation) the most prosperous of the 
august princes who have swayed before 
thee the imperial sceptre of Bath. Oh! 
how I ^vy thee the smiles of the misses, 



•0 



13 

aud the good word of their niafnma$. Oh ^ 
how deUghtful must be-r- 

Ram» Fftir apd softly^ ipy de9rr Tom! 
Thi^ is not the fir^t time that your fency 
has playied the fool with your reason; awd 
your imagipatioQ left poor reality in the 
back grpuud* All is not gpld that glitters, 
Rattle. 'TistruQ, , 

*' I am momrch of all I survey; 

*^ My right there is none to dispute:*' 

, . ■ . ^ - 

buty alas ! I^ like other sovereigns^ find 
^t the lap of dignity is not^^ a bed of 
roses,'' nor ircnfal poi^r the path to ease 
and peace. Besides, my kingdom- is an 
dective one; with revenues entirely de- 
pending on the pleasure ofia turbulent and 
dissatisfied people. It is held, tocv cm th6 
terms of a complete accommodation to the 
public :wiU; and I am every moment liable 
to deposition by a convention of the Tier 
Etats.r^Oxiv American campaigns, Tom, 
were spoit to the labours which are now 
heaped upon my shoulders, by the. rtetoirn 
of every season-^^^ Smiles of the misses, 
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ind good words 6f theit itiaimnl^^;'^ /oij^ 
sooth — Why, man, *tis a^ niueh ai 1 caii 
do to preserve myself from b^og some- 
times tossed in a blanket by these caprici- 
ous diames. If men happen not to be aS 
thick as hops; or, \f they vote a b&ck front 
tathejir^ instead of dancing, the girls im- 
mediately grow glumpy^ and vent their 
spleen on poor Pilgarlic. Qn the other 
hand, should ybung miss, because she^s as 
ligly as a horse, or as clumsy as an elephant^ 
find no one so blind or good-nktured as' to 
bffi^ his h^jnd for the evening, the mother 
lays the blame on me; bridlis up like a 
turkey-cock, and protests / am the most 
i^iattentive ill-bred wretch alive. Smiles 
of the misses^ indeed I Why these little^ 
devils are the greatest plagues I have^ 
They acquire such a cursed share of %mpti>^ 
dence, amongst other advantages of a Bath 
educatianf .thdit 'tis only by the most des^ 
potic exercise. of my kingljf authority, I 
cati Iceep th^n. in any degree of order: 
I!ve tried to put thexaout of countenance^ 
but the devil himself could not do thatf t 
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believci Aye, this comes bf their children's 
balls as they are called, Tom; where from 
eight to eighteen years of age, they are 
brought out annually to be stared at, like 
a horse at Tattersal's, or a picture at the 
exhibition*. You see they are almost 

* My unde has not exaggerated in his account of 
the faavock produced on the natural diffidence of the 
female character, by the children's balls of this elegant 
•city. Two or three years ago, a family party were 
amongst the large crowd that assembled at Sidney 
gardens, on the morning of a public breakfast. In the 
general bustle of the place, the daughter of this worthy 
citizen and his wife, a fine girl of twelve years old, had 
ieparated from her anxious parents, and was not to be 
found. After searching for her for some time, they ob* 
served a large circle gathered round the orchestra : fear- 
ful that some accident had happened to their darling, 
and that this might be the scene of it, they hurried to^ 
the place, and forcing themselves through the crowd, 
they bdield, to their astonishment and confiisiob, the 
youtig lady herself, footing away to the music (in the 
midst of the applauding circle), with the utmost sang^ 
Jroidf the veiy figure-dance which she had exhibited at 
tb^ upper*rooms on the preceding evening. My uncle, 
it seems, had always entertained a strong antipathy to a 
Bath education for females; in which phrase, be did not 
include the mere routine of the scholastic disciplin^e, but 
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as naked as Titian's Venus^ The che- 
mise and petticoat have been long dis- 

« 

Uiat intioduction into U/e, as it is called, which makes a 
part of this system : in other words^ the initiation of 
joong ladies into fashionable company, ^ expensive 
gaities^ and public dissipation, at a time of life when 
their passions are most uncontroulable, and their judg* 
ihent most weak j a plan, which, in his opini<Mi, was 
fraught with the most fatal consequences to the female 
character. It cannot be denied, indeed, that the manners 
of the place> which facilitate, in an unexampled d^ree, 
the intercourse between the sexes ; the variety, spirit, 
and uninterrupted recurrence of its amusements ; and 
the circumstance of diversion being the occupation of 
every one's time, and the subject of every one*s conver- 
sation. In this great temple of pleasure, combine to 
endanger a girl's principles, destroy her delicacy, efiac^ 
her modesty, weaken her morals, and render her every > 
thing she ought not to be. That these were almost the 
necessary eStcii produced on females, even by a tem- 
poraiy sojournment (much more by a regular education) 
in the place, unless under the carefiii eye of cautious and 
veil-principled parents, was deeply impressed upon my 
uncle's mindj a convictiott> which the following anec- 
dote, to whidh he was eye-witness, Assisted*, probabljj^, 
to strengthen. A few years ago a particular fHeiid^^ 
bis, who had made and saved a large ibrtnne in Cheap 
tide, by industry and parsimony, was advised to send his 
wife^ a great invalid, to Bath, for the benefit of its wat»rs» 
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earded; and the most dedetftiy dv^sed 
amongst them, oan^t boast of move than^ 
half a dozen yards of cnuslin fe cover bet*. 
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Sophia^ t^i^ joj)^Y ^U4' ^9^VPojf^^ her m9tJ^^: ff 
the expeditiop. The bells were rung q^ their ai;riyal ^ 
the cards of the masters of the ceremonies ^ere left x 
and^ after a few days of repose, Miss Lutestrtng wat 
lakea to the baU. A wor^y Jtoigi)t of Tippecaxy^ 
^I^J^ asper|ai|^ her birt^^ p^fB^tagB pnd (acUjicaticfl^ 
pres;eiit pqsse^^ipn?:, and fqtare^xp^ptations, pliciteiid ^^r 
hand for the evenii^g^ under the sanction of fin ^ntro«* 
duction' by his friend^ the master of the hiedalHoiu Mm 
granted h\s request^ and was deUgJUed'ii/kh her partntr. 
Tuesday ngiqrnifJg.hp |p^ her on ^l^ Qr<§H^t ^r^fvfm4$$ 
ajid, jbegjge^ ^9,^^«^ M^: 1°. i^^ F^M'?, ^^ P^ fj^y^ 
Thp concert 911 ff^ednesdtii/ evening afiro^4^ P^^ V^^^iF 
fnteresting intertiewl She could hot nliss the cotiUiori 
ball on TH/sday; nor be absent from the dress bull, ii€ 
Ikfi Xiow^r RoojpQa* ^on fniday^ A^all ikt woM ntouU hv 
at the play on Saturday, Miss Lutestring must of course 
a)^9(ii :it i^; »^a^ 9fti9d 4^h(m^ M iii»de$f» flm 

^iljffg^fka pQ a^irj9b)« ^Pfifr^i^^ «f #iK)tib«: ifiisiife^ 
vsmvs^' iByf^istio^J^ll^iM^QI^e^jnpgrcfisifti^ 
l^dy'i!^ .ftib'Jimii[> 4(94 S^h^^ jbfsg^ ip ilw IttrsuaiiM* 
^r^ i^^cNi^^bf QP J^pptei^a^ c^m ki ^ ffiuiQS md^tev 
fism^ i^i Mr ' M3UHlo^ (O*jH01^. In r shorts iJbe p«^ 

uDcl«^ wh9 happened to be in Bath at JtoiiflMt aodibil^ 

c 
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r Hat. Aye^ Jack, I ^ see 'em; and if I 
badn't ceased to blush ever since I was five 
years old, my colour would rise at tlie 
sight. It wasn't so when we were young. 
The women then left something to the tmtf- 
kination. Fanof was permitted to, supply 
^, little; and a Bath b^l-room didn't ex- 
bibit the appearance of a butcher's shao> 
bleSj with nothing to be seen but naked 
joints. D-^n it, I think it would be a 
good plan to raise a fund by subscription, 
in order to enable you monarchs of pleasure 
to supply your subjects with clothes. 

Ram. Why, man, they M'ou'dn*t wear a. 
rag of 'em, if I were to import all the articles 
pf Monmouth-street here. A wortliy gentle* 
man from the north of England, \irho 

*- ■ ■- 

watched Ihepcoceedings of the galkat, dispatdied an ex- 
fieH^^^mmky bcMeching his frtehd, if he wished to save 
|Mi 4a«|^ter from troMpetiafkm, to come instantly to 
palh^ fmd tnindie her back to London. The affrighted 
^miciir immediately set off; heard the paiticulaFs of his 
4aaghter*s amoor; and pat h^ into a post^haise for 
Cbi^9fMe, on the veiy mqmitig diat sir Murdoch had 
iiU«s|Mi|«t>dMWo#eatid h^ w^ m ej(cttisim!i to Gretna* 
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shwered at the sight of so ihany unclothed 
beauties^ tried last season to work some 
reformation in this respect; but without 
any good effect. To be sure his plan for 
the purpose was neither very delicate, nor 
very likely to succeed. He marked those 
who most nearly resembled Eve in her 
state of innocence, and stealing slyly be- 
hind them, distilled a little Mliva upon their 
uncovered backs. Zounds ! I thought 
^* chaos. was come again/* when the fair 
ones ft It the shtmer; and what increased 
the confusion was, not sl pocket-handkerchief 
could be found. ♦ 

Rat. Why, what the devil had become 
of them ? 

Rami Ohl our female fashionables have 
rejected these superfluities for more than a 
year past. Some few, indeed^ there are, 
who cio not yet entirely renounce them: 
but, as they wear no pockets ^ they are obliged 
to carry them in their ^a;i^,^ whilst walking; 
and most delicately to secure them wheu 
sitting, undp that part from whence they 
can with le(tst ease be stolen; In the gene- 

C 3 
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fcat cdoftistOQ that enso^ in consequence 
of the Scotchman's attack^ the few pocket- 
handkerchiefs possessed by the company 
iiad bten purioif^d; and I was obliged, tx 
t^ioj to supply the suffiering fair ones with 
my (^ymxhaM^igkt cambric one. But to go 
tm with the inconveniences and ^perplexi- 
-ties which my Iktely-acquired dignity has 
ticcnmulated ti^xm me. -^ All mistakes b 
precedbncc are mortal sins; to prevent 
which, I am under the necessity of study- 
ing tibe red-hook daily Ibr two or three 
liours. Nor does this close my diuriml 
labours. When I go out, I m^ist know 
3every b6dy ; smUe^i every body; and bm 
to every body, I meet; so that I suffer the 
tortures of i^petual rheumatism in my 
. shoulder^ from the incessant moticm of my 
hand to my hat; and find the utmost dif- 
ficulty in preserving nay miktary ^erp^* 
-dkularity from the innumerable obeisances 
; wliich my post demands from me. Ob! 
tiiat I were thp inhEbitanl;' of a wigrW^am, 
\^nd a huiiter of beavem amongst the iin- 
•civUized Ssquaxneaux! Believe tnoi 4ear 
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Tom, it would be a state of luxury md 
ease compared with the severe services 
which my, present honors exact.— Butxldn't 
you recollect some of your old cronies 
amongst those who are coming in? 

RaL Yes, surely, Jack, a great many; 
and none better than that tun of beauty, 
dear Mrs. Vehicle, who is sailing up the 
passage, supported like a nobleman's coat 
of arms by her amiable sisters> the virtu- 
ods widow on one side, and the angelio 
Miss Speakplain on the other. By my 
aoul, the same roses play upon her cheeks 
.BOW that bloomed there three winters ago} 
the natural tint of that identical paient 
rt^ge which she has enamelled her face 
with for these twenty years past. Her gait 
and presence, too, are still the same— Fer^ 
incessu patuit Dea; she yet boastS' the en-^ 
chanting waddle of a Dutch Venus; ^nA 
the modest brow; of a Tower-hill Diana* 
Ah! Jack, would you but take a few les^ 
sons from my old friend, at the science of 
shuffle and cut^ you would not rise so fre- 
quently from the boarfl of green doth ai 
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jrou now do, with pockets in whieh the 
Devil might dance a saraband without in- 
jaring his shins against their contents—' 
I have known her be ^o fortunate as to deal 
four honours nine trumps to herself, three 
times in the. course of one rubber; and not 
cut a higher card to her adversary than a 
three^ during the whole evening. . Sensible 
of her talents, and of the impropriety of 
hiding them in a napkin, she chose Bath, 
independence, and the profits of her own 
good luck, in preference to a country par- 
sonage, conjugal controul, and limited pin* 
money. Her caro ^^o meanwhile wisely 
retired to his living; and how blesses him- 
self on his escape from false deaU, odd tticis, 
and nothing by honours. 

Ram. Why, Tom, thou art as unsparing 
as an angry Mohawk. Do, for heaven's 
*^ke, let me^iay this spirit of satire, and 
)>ring thee into good huipour, by the sight 
of something that shall unbend thy risible 
muscles. 

Mat. What! my little self-sufficient ac^ 
fj^nmthxict Sir Gregory Croaker; the inti- 
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mate frieiul 6f Psham AUUm (who, by the 
bye, used him hut scuroihi in the end), and* 
perpetual chairtnan of all the meetings into» 
which * he can thrust himself. Apd prayr 
who so fit to manage the bigness of others, 
as he who took such admirable care of ^ 
own? I once iittended a /M>or committee in 
the times of scarcity, when this diffident 
little gentleman had, as usual, with infinite 
difficulty 9 been prevailed upon to accept tfa^t 
office of president.—** Order/'— cried he 
in the voice of a frog afflicted with a cold 
— ** Gentlemen^ we are met for the purpose 
of considering on the means of providing 
the poor with a suffi^cient supply of a cer- 
tain necessary article called bread! Now 
I believe we must all be convinced that 
the scarcity of this artiqle arises from a 
wicked monopoly of wheat. But don't be 
in too much hurry on the occasion. Evils . 
of this nature, as I am convinced by my 
awn experience, will cure themselves. All 
we have to do in the business is to pi^evail 
with the poor to act on the defensive, iaaid 
just to fast for one short fortnight.^ ,Th# 
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0iteiopbUs(f 1^11 tSft€ fright It the dtadnm 
U the Market, i^hich this sUspi^Bsion of 
cdDSumptton will itidUcc; He nfust pour 
in his Btofek, in orddr to gH ?id of it. l^he 
price wiU tumble to hothing) ami the poor 
]b4j^ then fatl ta, iind fill themselves ufpn. 
their oivn terms." 

Ram. A truce to anecdote fpr a moment^ 
nrhilst I direct your attention to the noblest 
Tiuoan pillar of our It'ish church* 

I Mai. WTxatj niy jolly old crony^ Doctor 
Btijfolli rosy as a ripe tomata^ and round as 
his own right ortkodecp wig; 

^ WHh^Atlaftt^ti slioulders fit to bear 
Ilie weight of mightiest mpoarchies !*' 

Awful and huge he treads the ground, like 
ate of Bruce's moving pillars of sand ! What 
ft durk aiid deep abyss' he carries before 
hifn ! the grave insatiate of turtle and tur- 
bet; red tottllet and John Dories ; haunches 
Knd pasties j claret> porti and home-brew'd 
hlcl-r-fiut h& gOfod-humour alone would 
hMi'p huh kt t^nty stone, were he to cease 
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larding hkniielf for a month to come^ Well, 
peacfe bdtidetheej worthy, kind, facetious 
Doctor. May thine appetite hold out 
anotbisr half century ; and when at length 
thou art united to thy parent earth, may 
the turf lie lightly on thy stomach, 

Teniiem et sine pondere terram " 
Sjiitante^tre crocos et in Urni perpetuum ret; 

may'^t thou melt gently into rich ma^ 
«ure; 

. '^ And fat be the gander that feeds on thy grave.*^ 

Ram. Amen, I say with all my heart ; 
for when he's gone ** we ne'er shall see 
his like again/* But lower the tone of 
thy voice, Tom, and soften thyself into 
sighs and gentleness. Dost thou not see 
.who h approaching us ? 

Rdt. Aht the qateti of love, by all 
that^s enchanting. 

Where'er she turns, the graces homage pay. 
With arms sublime that float tipon the air^ 
In gliding state she wins her easy way : 
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0*arher warm cteek and misg bosom raovso 

The Uoom ofjdoag dea^ and paiple light of knra.*' 



And so they have done, youll teH m% for 
these five and thirty years past; for so long 
has the divine Signora Rattana beea the 
cynosure of Bath circles; the queen of 
hearts and diamonds ; the patroness of solos^ 
duettos^ trios^ concertos, and full pieces ; 
the raliywg point of smgCTS and fiddlers; 
flutersand harpers; players upon the trum- 
pet;, sackbut^ dulcimer, and all kindg ofin-- 
itrummts*. See with what sweet sere- 



* This faidf daims the high praise of hiaiiig first apoa' 
the list of those wortkies, the generous patrons and patron- 
esses of musk, who have difiused a sort of hamumk mmtit^ 
through Bath, and converted it into one grand crchuira* 
Sol fa la is now become the epidemic disease of the place; 
insomuch that it is observed, that they who have hreathed 
its atmosphere for any time (like the unfortunate Abdc" 
rites, who, when once infected by the fever which Ludan 
mentions, continued till the next winter, under the m- 
Jltiefux of a tragedy madness, a/itarrs^ yap sg rpaywiisc^ 
^apsxiyayro — a%p< h X^'/^o'v.) become so impassicHied 
with the gamuty as to talk, think, and dream, as long as 
they remain there, of nothing but concerts and moKtcal 
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nity. of feature, with what unmoved t ran- 
cjuiility of muscle, she, swan-like, sails 

jnecm; smging men and singiDg women f thepotr^of 
Signor Wlggonini; and the divine shake of Madame 
Catsqualli. Had the taste of Rattana and her associates 
in the cultivation of the ti-ti'dum science been pure and 
correct enough to lead them to the encouragement of 
that species of it (of which the wprks of the ancient 
masters would have supplied -both the theory and the 
example) which elevates by its grandeur, and charms 
by its simplicity, it had been well. They might then 
have congratulated themselves in having given a imuidr 
time of character to a place which they have now con^ 
verted into a second Sybaris, where \h& rumpled rosc-lecf 
is sufficient to disturb repose } and the noise of>a hearty 
lavgh, to overpower the nerves, and produce hysterics. 
My uncle, who reprobated in the strongest terms the 
corruption of modem music, and like Plato, Aristoxe* 
nus,: and Plutarch of old, bitterly complained of it as the 
copious fountain of national effeminacy, immorality, 
and vice, hdd prepared a note on the subject amongst 
his papers, which probably was to have been introduced 
into this edition of the Bath Characters. For what part 
it was intended I know not; but as it will d^e-iail 
very w^l into the present note, I will without further 
. ceiiemony incorporate it therein. '* The power of mu- 
sic, in forming, or at least influencing character, is uni-> 
versally observed; and it is equally well known, that 
the inordinate gulUvoHim of this art has a tendency to 
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along ! Ha ! ha ! ha ! You koow the cans^ 
Jack, I suppose, of this inflexible steadi* 

degrade the indhrukKd, and oorrapty efiemmate, and ri* 
tiate even nations which are too much adcHcted to it 
These eflfects were taffidently exemplified in andeot 
Athens under the last periods of her history > and ate 
now to be seen in modem It^y. It was fcooi a con* 
templatioD of this tendency of music to emascolale the 
SDind> and rob the character of its manliness and dig* 
nity, that Plato banidied it from bis repaUic ; and the 
ancient Egyptians prohibited it by their laws : ofgafi*- 
ti^Xuftureof twv afipwv ^'vp^a^, Diod. Sic. ** because it ooi^ 
Tcrted men into women.*' The frivolity of manners and 
effeminate spirit of dissipation which characterize Bath, 
may perhaps be traced to a similar cause $ to that pas^ 
lion for music^ that unexampled patronage of the jfif<f/f- 
stkk, wfadcfa renders this place the completest menagerie 
in Eorope, c^ performers on every musical instrument, 
from the organ to the Jew's harp. Conversant, as I am; 
with the folly of human nature, I have really been 
struck with wonder to observe the sacrifices of time, 
money, and good sense, that are here made at the shrine 
of harnK)ny. Of en have I seen the health of young 
peot^ ruined, and their forms distorted, in acquiring a 
ktiger shake in alt, or a quicker movement of the fin« 
gers, than their equals in age and situation had attained, 
whilst every species of mental improvement, and all ac« 
quireroents that could render them either useful or re- 
sptctai^e, were m the caean time wholly n^lected or 
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n^ of face?' For gad, my'boy, 'tis com- 
pulsory : 

^ JBltter coautnint^ and -Md occasion dear, 
. . Cotppel*' her topr(B6enne ibis look demura. 

A laugh would inevitably cradi tbe enamel 
of her face into fifty *' cha^mj, db^e, dis- 
eontinuoiis;" aad the gentle d<w of ife^r^ 
would Sssoltse inot t\y& hearts of the be- 
holders, but) the variotrs <d3res which he- 
spread her countenaosice ; mmgle tliem mto 
the most horrible confusion of tints ; and 
jN'odxice a complexion, unmatched by any 
%fi the varieties of hues whick are to be 
ibund in either hemisipbere. She was, 

% • 
t 

despised. As I was one day complimeDting a celebra- 
ted military musical amateur in Bath on the executioa 
of one of his daughters on iht finno-forte ; ''Yes/' re- 
lied he \ ** ^e girl cert^ly pkys wefi ; and indeed 
«he ought to do so, s,s fki» and h<n: Jtstfir have« for tbesB 
Jast six jears, pcactised^ez^en ^02ir« eo^ry day J* ^tjewg^ 
thought I, that so large a portion of their lives shpuid bp 
thrown away in acquiring an art, -which, if they do not 
wiiwry, will -soon cease to «ttrect, and if Aey dfo, witt Ise 
.^psedSy :feqgalten. 



' so 

boverer, onc^ known to shed the predfcms 
drops of sorrow, maugre Uic ruin of her 
facial crust. A fit of the cholic had at- 
tacked her tap-dog. — **Seud for Dr. Faddle 
instantly," cried the distracted fair one.— 
•* Oh, my dear doctor, I am ruined for 
ever : • behold the sick Fidel !" — Faddle 
\aside\ : *' Curse this little son of a bitch, 
this is the second time I've been adPd out of 
my bed to prescribe for hitn. Never dis- 
tress yourself, my dear madam ; a purge 
and a blister^ a bleeding and clyster, a so- 
lution of sile*v^ and a blast of phlogiston^ 
will again set all to rights." — ** Ah ! no, 
doctor ; *tis too late, I fear. Even your 
skill is tnef&ctuaL Behold the suffering 
angel ! See, he struggles, kicks, and— 
oh, oh, oh !*' — Faddle [asidel : ** Gad so, 
I verily believe here's another of my p«- 
tients gone. D — me if I know lipw to 
bf^ak the event to her.— Here, water; 
h;artshom ; brandy ; aqua-fortis !— Look 
up, I beseech you, my dear madam: be 
comforted; be composed. I have still 
consolation in store^ for you« Believe m^ 
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il; i& not in vaia thai I have studied the 4jjr- 
cana of chemistry. Know, by its power, 
liiadamy I can convert th& departed Fidel 
into a lump of $p€rmacet% — the chandler 
will manufacture it into tapers — and you 
will thus havei the happy opportunity of 
ligkt'mng the gloom of aJStiction, whenever 
its chuds shall overcast your mind/'— Ha 1 
ha ! ha !^~But do I not see the dear Mrs. 
Broadbottom conning towards us? She 
se^ns in a most tempestuous state.; what 
can possibly have ruffled the customary 
harmony of her spirits ? 

Ram, Oh ! she's recounting to Mrs. 
Tatt}e an ad venture, which befel her in my 
head qtMriershere last wetk ; and converted 
them into a scene of disorder that equalFd 
the confusion of Virgil's cave of -3Eolus, pr 
Milton's realms ^^ of chaos and ancient 
night." — Lady Netik had secured a seat 
fbt herself and her absent friend, which she 
was carefully preserving by her petticaat 
spread ovtx the vacant comer of the bench. 
Mrs» Broadbottom in the mean whil^ who 
had baenin all par(8 of the room fifty times 



in the course of the evietting, tirtd with the 
weight of her own cliarmB (for you know 
she is z. Hae^rlim beauty )y jpopped herself 
suddenly iirto tlie reserved seat/ in defiance 
of the index of its being prerengoged. 
*^ Madam^ I must beg you to rise," said' 
Lady Nettle; ^/ this seat J^loti^ to an- 
othei* kdy/'-^^*^ Madam, it was innpty bet 
fare I .occupied it/'^-r.** That iHay be^ ma» 
dam, but I am keeping it for my friend,, 
and iniiist upon your lea/ving \tJ'-^' Mz^ 
djtm, I shall not relinqmsrk ^that >ii4tvf h i8> 
mine by the law of |>osspssion/''^*!^Then 
cairse me, madam, bul: I'M dislodge yau.'' 
Sp saying, LadyrNettle{>lUcked«.<p^n from 
her waist, and, 4|iBiek as thought, Ix^d^ed 
ft, hilMiighy mioJhaipart i>f Mrs. Bro^-*' 
bottom which ind mo^ ^qffinde<l, htit (wiiich 
being unpixDirided with the organs 4fft»monj 
was uiiabieto seeuare itsfiofit ^nd penetrsj^e 
ftuifaoe ffom the diiie attaek. Theh^uned 
lady ^started u^ with the agiUtjjr of a flea $ 
sci^eaHieil loudly; and feii into a sueceik 
,ek>n pf faint»ng8 and hysteries : whilst thtt 
coQipapy bsncing 4samw^i Jhe^ mwmmL^ and 
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lieard the aggression, formed themselres 
into two different parties of pinners and 
rumpers^ and like the Guelphs and Ghibe*- 
lines of old, disputed the cause of their 
respective heroines with so much noise^ 
acrimony^ and violence, that it was with 
the utmost difficulty I could save my do- 
minions from all the horrors of a civil zmr. 
Rat. Ha ! ha ! ha ! I don't know. Jack, 
which of the ladies had mxSst justice on her 
side ; but it's manifest that Lady Nettle was 
the better logician of the two ; since she 
had certainly taken the jkroadest ground 
for her argument ; and enforced it by the 
most pointed reasonings. It iis not the first 
dispute, indeed, that has been settled by 
deductions^ /^o^/moW. But pfytheej dear 
Jack, step a littte on one side ;* or you'U 
be involved in the atmosphere of Scotch 
sntiff^ thdit always- floats around the serene, 
benign, and sweet-^featured countenance of 
counsellor Morose^ whom I see just coming 
in. My last conversation with him, though 
.a short one, had well nigh occasioned my 
<leath, froip the convulsive sternutation 

p 



54 

wMch 'vas produced by the cursed impal- 
(lable powder that be throws up his nostrib 
hy spoonfuls. *-**^^ My dear friend/' said I, 
^* I am happy to sec you." — " Fair aud 
softly, Mr. Rattle, *• replied he; ** I have 
l>6en man and boy now for 70 yeara^ and 
yet I never met with any one who, in my 
judgment, bad a right to address me by 
thai tUie.'^ And I firmly believe he «poke 
the truth *^ for, from infancy to age; he has 
botn like a porcupine, with a quill pointed 
in every dii^ction, and ready to be dis- 
charged against any one who approached 
him. His father begot him in a thunder^ 
jstorm ; and his mother produced him dur- 
ing a hurricane. His first articulate words 
were an execration ; and at the age of nine 
months he deprived his old nurse, by a 
blow, of her only remaining front tooth. 
He chose the law as a profession, because 
it ptanrnsed him the pleasu)*e of eternal 
0ppfmtion; ttnd, after half a century of 
squabbling, left the bar, becati»e be dia* 
covered that he was. become ri^culom^ 
instead of cottttnuing to be mily ifritatmg^ 
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Ho is such nn admirer qf primitive sim- 
pUoIty in ^ech ^ud app^arance^ that ^ 
was never yet known to iiajy ;a tivil thing 
to any one ; nor to be seen clean, ^ven by 
accident^ during the whole course of his 
life : and he is so earnest for the chaf^citQr 
of veracity, as nev^r to advance the most 
simple |>roposition wrthout confirming it 
on oath. To bear the scale? of justice, 
however, with an even hand, and *^give 
the devti his du^," it is but fair to mention, 
that he was ouce bistic^ed into a smUe^ by 
the repartee of a i^lient. Being cpucerned 
in the de&nce of a celebrated character 
indicted for sedition, he had just put his 
hand into his bag for the brief» and was 
rising to reply to the^counsel for the crown, 
when, to his astonishment, the prisoner 
lianded him over a note, saying that he 
had determined to plead his awn cause. 

Morose, with his usual cmciUatmg way, 
answered the billet in this argumentatiye 
manner ; " If you do, you'll be hanged ;*' 
to which the prisoner, struck with the co- 
gent reasoning flf the \^if i^t^ a»i»kly 
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retorted in a third billet, *' I'll be hangerf 
if I do/' To the surprise of the court, 
the muscles of Morose's visage were re- 
laxed with a, smile; he rose up in some- 
thing bordering upon good humour, plead- 
ed the defence, and the prisoner was ac- 
tjuitted. 

Ram. "Well said, Tom ; a story never 
loses any thiiig by your being the relater 
of itJ 

Rat Nay, I protest to you 'tis every 
tittle true, as old HircuSj who is shambling 
this way, could inform you, would you but 
consent to the application of kis mouth to 
your edr for one short quarter of an hput. 
All hail } thou honour to the priesthoods 
•sin in canonicals, and gallantry at 86 1 

ServetUF ad imum 

Qualis ab incepto processerat. 

Who could suppose that " this kan and 
slipper'd pantaloon, 

With hose a world too wide 

For his shrunk shank \ andhis big manly Voice 

Tun*d once again to childish treble/' 
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should still be the votary of the Fenus 
pubtica, and as deep in promiscuous in- 
trigue as any rakehell of 25 ! But pray^ 
my dear Jack, who is that port li/ laay just 
stepping out of her chair ? 

Ram. Oh ! the empress, of the upper 
crescent ; Madam d^ Villarois.] proud as 
Lucifer, and vain as a monkey in a scarlet 
coat. She had nearly excited an insurrec- 
tion amongst my subjects some time ago, 
because on my night I inadvertently intro- 
duced a London hair-dresser in disguise to 
her. daughter, as a partnier; and suffered 
her son to dance with a iadys maid^ who 
had borrowed for the eveping her misr 
tress's clothes. But I must be at my post 
to receive her, or she'll kick up another 
devil of a dust. 

Rat, Allons done. Toll loll de roll loll 
de roll, loll de roll doll. : 
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DIALOGUE THE SECOXI>. 



SCENE. 

THI tO»V or THE GRAND CHAPEL IN BATH. 

JEMir Dr. VigttMt, ami JtiM Snonm kt ckri. 

Dr. Snorum I 
/bia. Your reverence I 
T>r. H«i Ijidy Lofty yet been here ? 
^0. No, your reverence. I have only 
HMn Frlngp the npholiterer, who called in 
juit now with lome patterns of Brussels* 
efiriiotii ft>v the reoeaiei by the altar. The 
poatmitn rUo M\ thU letter as he passed. 
I'ii UiMni'lil t^vwl'ihand, I perceive, 
itl, 1 *ui'iu's,, ,1 request to remit him 
yrai'» »j.l.u> « month before it's' 
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" To the Ret. Dr. VegtiaBk^ rector of FdikoiA, Somer^ 
- 9tti vicar tf Pencrag in the WM9 ; and proprietor 
of the grand chapel in Bath. . 

'* Humbly shewetfi ; . 

•* That your petitioner has been now 
fifteeii yeara curate of the said parish of 
p6n-crag ; an office which he has served 
with diligence and fideh'ty. That during^ 
this period he has preadhed S^ sernlotis, 
ittd as often read prayets j married eleven 
coupfes; christened 63 natural, and 14 
legitimate children ; churchSd 7 w6men j 
^nd buried 20 corpses. That m the said 
service he has walked 76^ miles; worn 
out ^ pair of shoes ; 28 pair of yafn hose ,' 
and 6 pair of buck-skin breeches i to i^ay 
nothing <if • the wear and tear of Sundry 
hats, coats, waistcoats, and shirts. That 
in red^ijfipence of said labours he has re^ 
ceived the sum of 80/. 18s. 3d. (including 
his anntfal stipend of fiv^ guineas, and 
!/• 18^. 3d. surplice fees,) That frofti the 
commenceinent of his service as curate to 
the present time, his fanfirly has idcreased 
ffom two to thirteen children ; a burthen 
which he finds himself unable to maintain. 
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jaotwithstanding he has enjoyed for sevieral 
years the advantages, of three other cu- 
racies as lucrative as that of Pen-crsLg. 
That he has gradually been obliged to 
banish every thing from his table, except 
oat-cakes, potatoes, and butter-milk ; but 
is concerned to find it is entirely out of his 
power to provide his family longer with 
lhe$e comforts^ unless the reverend gentle- 
jnen who employ him shall be graciously 
pleased to make some little advance in^his 
wages* That, in consideration of these cir- 
cumstances, he takes the liberty of humbly 
craving an addition oi forty shillings per 
annum to his stipend, as curate of Pen»crag; 
for which advance, if his intreaty be com- 
plied with, your petitioner will ever consi- 
der himself as bound to be grateful. 

*^ Simon Drawl." 

[Aside] What an impudent extortioner 
the fellow is. He thinks, I believe, that I 
am made of money ; or pick up gold as I 
walk the streets. Forty shillings, forsot)th! 
a pretty advance in times like these ! how- 
ever, the chap's too useful to me for a 
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trifle to separate us ; 1 must be content 
therefore to split the diffe7^ence. But, Sno- 
rum, has Varnish finished the job ? 

Sno. Yes, your reverence; but he wished 
to s^e you before he went. He has a pretty 
device, which he thinks will give the 
chapel a gay and chearful air, fit for its 
quality congregation: to run a border of 
carmine (for this, he says, will harmonize 
with the ladies complexions) round the inside 
of the pupola, and relieve it underneath 
by a wreath of myrtle leaves^ done after 
nature (an allusion, he ordered me to tell 
you, to the Fenuses below J ; or if you dis- 
like this, he recommends a cornice in the 
Egyptian or Etruscan styles, as he calls 
them ; a sort of ornament now all the go 
in drawing-rooms and dining-salodns ; and 
, which, he says, was very common in places 
of worship also, a great while ago, in coun- 
tries a great way oflF. 

Dr. A cunning rogue ; he's more an 
eye to the length of his own bill, I believe, 
than to the gaiety and chearfulness of my 
chapel. No, Snorum ; these are not times 
for more fexpence in decoration than the 
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refined taste of my audience absolutely 
compels me Co incur. When taxes are sd 
pressing; poor-crates so high; and curates 
demands so exorbitant ; we must have some 
regard to osconomy in our proceedings*. 
Indeed, I have been thinking, Snorum, 
that as all places of public amusement 
have raised tbeirterms of admission, a very 
fair precedent is before me of adding some** 
what to the present moderate price* of ac- 
commodation here: Let me look at one of 
our cards of inoitation. Ay ; [^Reads.l 
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Single siitings at Uie grand cbapeL 

Yeao £3^ 3 0.— Six months, £2 100.— Ode monti, I2t. 

AU other recesses. 
Year, £2 2 0.— Six months, £l l§ O.-^Onemontl^ Sv 

Pbws* 
Year, £1 5 O.— Six months, £i i 0.— One month, 6s. 

A few pews in the galleiy. 
Year, £i 1 0.-^Six months, £0 15 0.— One month, 5s, 

Benches* 
Year, £0 5 O Mbnth, £Q 1 6. 
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N< B. Tike half of all yearly sittings to be paid eveiy 
mx nioQtfas* Sittiags for any shcvtetf period to be paid 
for at the time of taking thena. 

N.B. That the company mzj be perfectly ar/ec/^ no 
tradesmen^ livery-servants, or poor people^ admitted/* 

Yes ; I thitik 1 may conscientiously follow 
the example of the managers of the New 
Theatre, and lift up my prices a little ; and 
as my very loyal audience cannot possibly 
6bjcct to any hint adopted from gdvern- 
i^ent, we wjll e'en clap tenper ceni. upon 
our present prices, and alter our cards ac- 
cordingly. But, heark'e ! that's Lady 
Lofty's knock ; open the door immediately, 
and shew her into the chapel. 

Enter Lady Lqfty^. 

Ladtf L. Your servant. Dr. Vegetable. 

Dr. Madam, I am your Ladyship's mo&t 
obsequious, obedient, and very humble 
servant I have been anxiously expecting 
your Ladyship's arrival for the last half 
hour, that I might submit to the refined 

* This character represents a spedes, rather than an 
individual* 
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taste of your Ladyship, before I opened 
my chapel to the public gaze, some little 
alterations already adopted ; as well as in- 
treat your Ladyship's vakiable opinioii on a 
few further ornaments and additions. Your 
Ladyship will perceive that a much more 
becoming light than hereto fore is now thrown 
into the chapel, which we may call (if you 
will allow the pun) the new light ; he, he, 
he ! — ths^t the softened hues of the coloured 
parts are now more favorable to the female 
face ; that the carpets are of the best Brussels' 
manufacture; the sophas stuffed with eider- 
down; and thefre-places so contrived as to 
preclude all noise or interruption to the 
preacher, how often soever they may be 
stirred during the service. Not however 
that I would arrogate to my self. the merit of 
such admirable additions to the accommo- ^ 
dations of my chapel. No, far be it from . 
me, basely to steal the palm of genius from 
another's brow, and place it on my own ; 
or to conceal fiom your Ladyship, that I 
am indebted for these ideas to the ej^^ 
quiaite taste of Thomas Hope, Esq, who, in 
his late valuable ten guinea folio on th^ 
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important subject of household furniture^ 
has fw^ished me with every hint which 
your Ladyship perceives to have been lately 
adopted and embodied in my improvements* 
Oh ! 'tis a most ingenious work ; truly ac- 
ceptable to the learned world ;, and marks- 
the lofty mind, and grand conceptions ^of 
its autlior, who in these times of safety^ 
content y ^wA peace, can turn a deaf ear to 
the voice of pleasure that echoes round the 
land, and scorning low concerns and trifling 
topics, lift his aspiring thoughts to subjects 
ISO august , sublime, and edifying^. 

Lady L. Why, truly, doctor, I must 
candidly acknowledge that I am acquaint- 
ed with no place of worship which is so 
well calculated for genteel people to say 
their pra.yers in as your chapel. Here is 
/every contrivance for warmth, ease, and 
•repose ; and the company is select, well- 

* Vide Edinburgh Review for a noasterlj account of 

.'this wretched mass of pompous absurdity.— 0/«2«tc 

semper! Oh, if it were always so -, if they would let ^l 

4heir heavy thong only on solemn foppery^ dull pedantiy, 

«and .perverted taste. 
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bred, and well-dressed*. In geBeral, to(\ 
the mode of perform iiig the service isgrape* 

* That the oiest Qxempkiy prepa^tioiis ace a4eiil9(l 
in order to prevent the genteel hearers of these fatUpn- 
able preachers from being ofiended b^ the presence of 
tulgar society^ the following fact will sufficientlj manl- 
iest. In a certain theatrical chapel situated in one of 
the rectories of Bath^ the offiscings noade at the attar 
were so considerable, that the rector (who^ by the hy^ 
should not be mentioned without a tribute of respect to 
his amiable and exemplary character) deeming | it to be 
both his right and his duty to see to their proper appHca* 
tion, insisted upon It, that the churchwardeps of ihe 
parish in which the ofa^l stood shpold attend .at jt 
whenever the sacrament was administered ^here^ to re- 
ceive ^ the alms and oblations^ and distribute them 
amongst their legitimateobjects^ the poor of the parish. 
A seat was accordingly provided for these church-officers 
in the phapel> in which they and thc^ir wives were ac* 
commodated at every monthly sacram^qt, The sponge 
of one of them^ being desirous of gratifying a neigh- 
bour with a sight so much out of the common way as a 
lashioniBble chapd> ipvited her to accompany ^ler thither 
one Sunday. Her friend^ an industrious tradesman's 
wife^ aocq>ted the ii^vitatien gla4^> cuvioiia lo learn 
what sort if rites were^performed hi these otagBificeiit 
pagodas. Wonder at the man of silk, and his shem-hag, 
iod surprise at the ^M way in which (jbe fine p ee pks aid 
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-fid, agreeable, ami jiuiicioud. No violence ; 
no scoMing; no terrifying stories about 
hell and the devil, as one meets with in 
vulgar parishn^urches ; but a gentlemanly 
softness in fnanner, ami a tender respect 



their prayCTs, effectually prevented any serious assocta- 
ttons from rising in her mind. She sat^ however, till 
the congregation was dtsiDissed ivtth a bepediction^ a 
£rdceful jbotD, aadasweet smile; and then returned to 
her own dwellings fully resolved never to put her foot 
into the doctor's fashionable chapel again. It was un- 
necessary^ however, fbr her to have formed any deter- 
mination on the subject. A prohibition against btr 
intrusion b)id boQO issued from another quarter; 
foo on the ensuing anoming, the doctor waited upon 
the church warden*s wife, and thus addressed her: 
'•^ You are sensible^ Mrs. So-and-so, that you enjoy a 
«eat in my chapel, in right of your husband, who is 
lehurchwarden, for the time being, of tfce parish of 

St. M So far all is well^ and I have bo objectiAu 

to your presence there once a month. But I must insist 
upon it that you do not introduce any plebeian company 
into the pew. I don*t know that my nerves- ever re- 
ceived so severe & shock -as yesterday moroipg, when I 
nwyouf friend Mrs. Toyman as one of my hearers ; 
and beheld my congregation petrified with astonishment . 
and horrour, at the unusual phenomenon, of a person in 
ipmde amongst an audifiocc^ that^is mves QQaUiminflte4, 
^iliivulgaD: society." 
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for polite ears in language, highly be- 
coming your situation as proprietor of -a 
fashianabte chapel. I must^ however, take, 
the liberty of informing you there have 
been «ome exceptions to the usual tenor of 
pour performing the functions of your 
office here. More than once have my ears 
been shocked by harsh animadversions on 
•certain trifUng irregularities in high life; 
and by unfounded censures levelled at the 
haughtiness of the great. For my own 
part, I never could see any great harm in 
the faux pas of a fashionable husband, or 
wife, who are never even suspected of hav- 
ing a grain of attachment for each other; 
nor perceive that people of rank were more 
proud than the Jilihy candille. 

Dr. I am inexpressibly sorry to have 
incurred your Ladyship's disapprobation 
even in the slightest degree^ and would 
rather have been dumb for ever,; nay^ 
what is still a greater sacrifice, would soon- 
er renounce the dear delights, and deli- 
cious refreshments *, of Mrs. Vehicle^s 

* It may seem strange that a venerable doctor should 
enumerate these '' delicious refreshments/* route-caki^i. 



|)u&lib nights; the interesting agitations of 
cassino^ and the exquisite reverses bf my 
favorite whist* } than wittingly, utter an;^ 
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macaroons^ and sudh like fal-lals^ amongst Uie serioiii 
attractions of a card-party. Eut be it knOwn to my 
readers^ that the gravest divines majr haVe a sweet toothy 
and sometimes evdn sacrifice consistency for a sugar-* 
plumb. To illusirate this, take the following anecdote; 
In the times of scarcity;, a certain doctor had preached a 
sern^on, in aid of a charitable fund to be applied to the 
benefit of the poor. Ete had elcxjuently described their 
sufierings ; forcibly appealed to the compassion of hid 
aadience; and r^:ommended them in the strongest 
manner to restrain their byrn luxuries : . to oeconomize 
their tables 5 to be frugal in the use ^of flour; and not 
to consume this great necessary in expensive niceties, and 
ia^hioni^le delicacies. Oa the ensuing night, the di- 
vine, as usual, was planted at the first' card- table of Mr^. 
Vehicle's party ; when, to the astp^ishnient .of some 
of ^is auditors (who were present) and the inter- 
ruption of all around him, he was heard at every inter- 
val of' th6 rubber, continually vociferating, '' Why 
don't you bring the cakes to this table ? We have had 
no macaroons-; foi; this half»hpur : I believe they dont 
mean to bring a single jdly to us to-night !'* , 

* The 7^th canon prohibits ministers from play?^ 
ing at dice^ cards, &c. under pain pf ecclesiastical ceo^ 
sures^ - ' • • 

E 
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$entiment tbat could give your Ladjdiip 
the kast offence* Cards and routs; play$ 
and balls; and all the innocent amusement^ 
of the gay worlds which ill-bred fanatics 
denounce with so much harshness, your 
Ladyship knows I carefully abstain from ' 
the mention of. — If I have been guilty, of 
late, of $uch a breach of good numners u 
your Ladyship alludes to, it must have 
been purely accidental, as these are topics 
which X had determined to avoid, ever 
^ince the commencement of the last season^ 
irhen I received an amf^fmoM note on the 
subject (to which, if the hand be genteel^ I 
always pay implicit deference) and resolved, 
from that moment, no cause of complaint, 
pn the same score, should thenceforth be 
^iven. Your Ladyship cannot doubt my 
attachment to those elegant mjV<?r^, who 
do me the honor to be my hearers ; or my 
earnest desire to give them every satU-^ 
^fketkfn in my power. Your Ladyship 
knows that I have more than once offered 
to comply so far with common prejudice, as 
to have my chapel consecrated, but your 
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Ladyshij) and others thought it would 
savour too much of vuigar superMitian. 
Your Ladyship is aware too, that in order 
to cut off all possibility of offence, X pro- 
posed, some ' time sinqe, to adopt in the 
perfbrmauce of my functions tiie practice 
which obtains with the preachers at the 
theatrical thapels in the west end of the 
m^ropolis> that of ushg no test, but what 
bad previously been chosen by a certain 
number of the heads of their congregation ; 
nor delivering any discourse^ unless it had 
first passed the revision and purgation 6t 
this select committee. 

Lady L. Pardoti me, Doctor ; I give 
you ample credit for the very best inten- 
tions to please us; but, at the same time^ 
lament that youT judgment does not always 
second your wishes. What but an entire 
afbsence of that faculty can account for 
your having neglected the rules pf pf^M^ 
dence in the or4iiiiaB€e of kst ScMMliiEijf mou^ 
ing, and atteniied tc^ Lady CarmiM befoM! 
lAe, who am her s^^rior in ra$k. 

Dr. Again I have to beg your Ladyship 
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feji thousand pardons. Till this moment 
t really thought that Lady Carmine's name 
preceded that of your Ladyship's in the 
court calender. Vour Ladyship must knoiir 
that I am exceedingly particular in this 
respect also. On that very morning I had 
passed by four commoners, to give that 
preference to your Ladyship which is so 
justly your due: and you may also recol- 
lecty that antecedently to adopting my 
regulations for excluding the carAilk^ when 
an insolent tradesman was approaching the 
table before your Ladyship, I put him 
back, saying; ^^ Stand on one side, fellow, 
and let your betters be first served *. *' * . 
Lady L. \simper%ng^ Yes, Doctor, I 
well recollect that instance of your good 
bfeeding; and request what I have now 
skid to you may rather be considered as a 
hint than a ftp f oof. As such 1 trust you 

' * A drcomstaiioe of thif kind happened/a few yeafs 
wpi, to one Buichall^a carver and gilder in Bath. '' The 
stardy rogue took it in dodgeoni" and published an ac« 
txsKmi of die tnuuactioDi accompanied by a ludicrous 
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will take it, and beg leave to wish you a 
good day. 

Dr. Your Ladyship is all goodness. I 
am penetrated with the sincerest gratitude; 
and shall always consider myself ^ your 
Ladyship's most obsequious^ obliged, and 
very humble servant. 
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DIALOGUE THE THIRD. 
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4N APOTHECARY'S SHOP. 
Enter Dr. Barefot, to Mr. Mixum* 

Mlvum. fPoundipg in a mortar an4 
mgmg) 

r 

Here I go np> tip;» up^ 
Here I go down^ down, jdowny; 
Here I go backwards and forwanb^^ 
And here I gp roundj rpmid^ ro^dj. 

Borecat Adad^ Mr. Mixumjr I am heip- 
py to catch you at home ; I w2ls exceed- 
ingly anxious to see you. 

Mixum. Why, you are somewhat for-r 
tunate in that respect, my d(2ar Doctor. I 
am seldom to be found compounding in 
the sho^. I have done with that branch 
of th^ prqfessioH for somp yeays, apd am^^ 
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like yourself, ^visiting medical gentienuM, 
though without k formal permission from" 
the college of Aberdeen. Still, howevef, 
I put my hand to any thing, as occasion 
inay require ; and the present detightfut 
weather has so filled us >frith business, that 
all our apprentices and journeymen are at 
this moment running over the towni in 
every direction, loaded MiMh emulsions ; 
fever-draughts; electuaries; drastics, ftc# 
&c. &c. ; so that there is no one but myself 
to make up a prescription of my young^ 
Ulster friend's, Dr. Sourcrout, for hi* 
soRtary patient Lady Choleric, who ha^ 
just ruptured a blood vessel in giving her 
daily scolding to her Abigail. But what A 
blessed season is this, my dear boy! A 
beautiful Scotch mist for twenty-eight dayi 
successively; with the wind at l^e east; 
and blowing like the devil. Nothing t6 
be heard but sneezing and wheezing; 
coughing, hawking, and spitting; nor any 
thing to be seen but swelled jaws, rUnniri^ 
noses; and blood-shot eyes. 1 can^t go ou^ 
of doors but Fve the pleasure of 
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cy^ry bpdy complaining; and ^ding that 
<;atarrhs and rheun)ati3in$ are multiplying 
aa (][uiqkly ^s maggots in a lump of putrid 
iiesh. I'm «ure if we mm of business bad 
timip to fffy our Jpray^rs^ we ought to fall 
^Qwn on our knees ^nd thank Providence 
for hi§ particular interposition, as it should 
s^m, in oMr favour. Why, *tis as produc- 
tive as if be hafl ,s^it us the genuine Phila- 
flelpbian .fever;, or given us the advantage, 
for a mpnth, of the Sirocco, Samiel,. or Har- 
inattan. Good luck to an easterly wind, say 
I. [Pbundin^ and singing] *^^^re I go up, 
\ip_jup> here I go down, down, dowpy/'--^ 
1 feel myself i% ^uch high spirits when 
every body's nerves are out of ordex, and 
^11 my. ffieijljds ^devoured jby the bliJke devils, 
|hat I sc^rpely know what I am about* 
But pray, my dear Doctor, how can I serve 
ypuf You appear t^o me to |}e undey sqme 
^gitatJ9Bi.. Pray— 

[• J^oref^i. Agitatioi}, Mn Mixum.M b^-t 
M^ye I am, indeed, and with very good 
i€^%xi^ -I think. — Adad, sir, for what I 
|i;bp,w you m^y hj^ve killed a patient eif 
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mine; and I.stand a good chance, not only 
of losing all: wj^ business (however thafs a 
tri^)^ but of being hanged for a murder 
of ^a«r committing^ 

Mijmm: Do, my dear Doctor, be cool, 
and explain to me more particularly the 
cause of your discomposure; for I protest, » 
^s yet, I know not what you mean. 
. Borecat. Mean, sir! why I mean that 
you have made up a dose of my prescr^h- 
ing with ten timed as much laudanum in it 
as I hftd ordered, and thereby thrown an 
old lady into so deep a slumber^ as I thought 
would never have been disturbed till the 
sounding of the last trump. 

Mirum. Oh! is that all, my dear Doctor?. 
Never disturb yourself about such a tri^ 
These mistakes frequently happen in the 
kurry of business; but no harm ensues. 
The patient tips oiF, and nobody is ever the 
wiser abput the cause of his exit. Besides, 
had the old lady slept her last^ there would 
have been no great reason for your dis* 
tressing yourself on the occasion. It was. 
high time for her to go, I presume ; ^nd 
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sbe could not have had a more composed 
departure. RecoHect, also, you might have 
made her exit tura to some account; for 
Shroud, the undertaker, would have gladtjr 
tipped you a five pound note^ for your re- 
eommmdation to the job. Why, Doctor, 
oxxv furnishers oi funerals at Bath bribe as 
high for the possession of a dead carcase, 
as a candidate does for a vote m a con^ 
tested borough. 

Boreeat. A truce with your jokes> sir, 
if you please, for a moment. Stich cases^ 
as these may be common for what I know, 
Mr. Mixum : but as my practice is* not 
very ea^tensrve, they do not occur suffici- 
ciently often tp me, to prevent my surprise 
and disturbance on the present occasion. 
Besides, the rank and fashion of the patient 
made the accident a matter of the highest 
importance. — ^Why, she's as well kno^vn as 
the obelisk in QueenVsquare ; and her 
death would have broken up one of the 
most regular and elegant card-assemblies in 
alt Bath. You know Lady Orange, I sup- 
pose? 
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Mlxum. Ay, to be sure I do : ^ not to 
know faer would argue myself unl^npwn." 
I F^fl^ember hf r many yeara ago, when ah^ 
cao^ hither to console heraelf on the losfr 
cf her J^rst husband with Bath- waters and 
cassino* She'd a good house and a thump* 
ing jointure, s^nd was soon assaulted by a 
host of those generam Irish gentlemen, who 
are always wiUing to befriend a solitary, 
widow with a heavy dower. Sir Ckrkak 
Orang^h^^LiA of th^ persecution, and offers 
edj to be her GhampUm. The lady assented 
to his proposal, and followed him to the 
altar. Nor was the world surprised at his 
yolunteering su^h a service. Everybody 
]i:new he had weighty reasons for the step. 
Sir Clerical liad always been, a devoted ad^ 
mir^r of antiques; and his. presjent ancieiiit 
gem waa ^t in gold. 

Borecat. You are very amusing, Mn 
Mixum; but I nuist beg you to be serious 
for a £3w moments^ whilsrt I relate the p£^^ 
ticulars of this unfortu^te bu^ine^s. I 
waj» brushing through aatreetin the uppter 
town, thp night before last, when a livery 
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servant bolted out of a house> and running 
smack against me, almost knocked me 
down. ** Bless me, sir, " said he, " I beg 
your pardon ; but I was sent out on a sud- 
den to look for a Doctor.**-^^^ No apolo- 
gies, my friend, *' replied I ; ** here i^ one at 
your service." — *^ Oh, sir,'* continued he, 
•* my mistress is, I verily believe, kicking 
the bucket. She was seized with a fit whilst 
disputing about an odd trick; fell back in 
her chair; and has never spoken since. IVe 
been out for Dr. Turbof, but he's laid up 
with the gout; Dr. Foetus, her other phy- 
sician, is attending a labour; and Mr. 
Gripes, the apothecary, can't be found. 
Do sir, for heaven's sake, step in." — ^In I 
went accordingly, but never so frightened 
in all my life I— Eleven card-tables ; and 
the room stuffed with fine people.-^** Alas,'» 
cried one, ^ * I fear she's dead : — I think, 
my Lord, that you^d no honor'' — ^^ Ob, 
heavens," exclaimed another, '^our dear 
friend is certainly gone:— Miss Scarecrow, 
you; wo&'t forget that you've renounced 
hearts.''— Up marched I to the patient;i 
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with a palpttating heart. She was black 
in the face as my hat;: foaming at th^ 
mouth like a cask of new beer; hands sa 
clenched that I could hardly get the. cards 
out of them; and, in short, as pretty a 
specirQifi of apoplexy as one would wish 
to see. 

Mirum. Zounds, Doctor, my mouth 
quite waters at the description ! what a 
lucky dog to have such a charming case 
drop so accidentally into your hands. How 
good Providence is ! 

Borecat. Well, sir, you shall hear. After 
an hour of hard xvorky rubbing, scrubbing, 
bleeding, purging, blistering, and sweating, 
I brought the patient completely to herself, 
and left her to repose; writing first the pre- 
scription you made up, as a sedative, and 
receiving for my trouble the noble fee of 
one pound one.-— Precisely at 1 2 next day, 
called again upon my patient. — «'* Well, Sir 
Clerical, has your lady slept comfortably.^*' 
** Yes, Doctor," replied he, with a stifled 
laugh (for I fancy he thought it was her 
last slumber), ** very soundly; and 1 hopq 
she'll continue so to do, for it seems to ba 
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of infinite service to her. She has not 
waked since yon left her."^— My heart kap* 
ed hito my throat at this intelligence^ and 
it immediately occurred td me that the 
laudanum kad dished her. A glance at the 
old lady confirmed my suspicion; b^wever 
to work I went again : and in spite of Sir 
Clerical's repeated objections to my disturb^ 
ing her repose, after another kour*s labour^ 
I made her open her eyes, and again gave 
her the use of her tongue. She rattled 
away gibberish for a few minutes ; but soon 
becoming more composed, I had an oppor- 
tunity of examining the remainder of the 
dose she had taken (for I confess t was 
surprised at the serious effects it had pro- 
duced) J when, putting it to my tongue, I 
found that instead of eighteen drops,, the 
quantity prescribed, you had put into the 
phial, at least, ha^ an ounce of laudanum f 

Misum- Eighteen drops. Doctor, why, 
d— n it, your prescription ordered eighty. 
Oh! here it is, Guttce octoginta. 

Borecat. Well, sir, and what's the Eng-' 
Ji&h for octoginta? Eighteen^ is it not? 

Mixum. Eighteen^ indeed ! I thank hea- 
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yen I have not been so many years con- 
versant with medicai Latin^ as not to know 
the meaning of a prescriptiani either when 
it's written in mords at kngth, or.in those 
comenient abbreciatiom which the profes^ 
sion have invented to cover their ignorance 
of syntax. There, sir, look at the Die-* 
tionary; you see octoginta is eighty^ and 
octodecim eighteen. 

Borecat* Upon my ward, Mr. Mixupn^ 
\ heau*tily beg your pardon for laying that 
blame at yoi^r door which I ought to have 
t^aken to myelf. To be sincere with you, 
my good sir, I am indeed somewhat defi- 
cient in t^at most essential branch of my 
profession! the faculty of writing prescript 
tions in Latin; and have more than once 
lamented that my father, when he was 
bringing me up, had not added a iew more 
pounds to the expence of my education^ tq 
give me a smattering of the dead lan^ 
guages. 

Miamm. The dead languages, indeed ! 
how absurdly yoxi talk. Why, Doctor, 
they are of no more use to a medical man 
at Bath, than th^ drugs in our shop are to 
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tht patients (God help them !) for ^vhom 
they Sire pres^ibed ; nay, I believe, in ge* 
neral^ -that, like tkem, they do more harm 
tham good. Do you think, Doctor,, that 
the ladies care a pin more for a physician 
who knows the dead languages , than for 
one who can't construe a prescription which 
he has written. No, no; they waiit some-^ 
thing more lively^ brisk, and smirking than 
a bookworm. There's my i worthy neigh- 
bour Dr» Vellum ; look at him for an ex-* 
. ample of what I say. If his stiff honesty 
had permitted him to study hum-bug as 
iiiuch as he has pored over those d-d old-' 
feshiohed languages ; to read the weak side 
of mankind, as attentively as he has read 
the musty volumes of the ancients ; and to 
learn to cheater small talk as fast as Jie can 
pour out Latin and Greek, sense and sci^ 
^nce, I should not have had it to say, that 
our little shoi^ books more in one week, 
than he, with all his scholarship, gets in a 
month. 

Borecat. Well, Mr. Mixura, but a little 
learning — ' - 

Mi^cum. I tell you> Doctor, that learn- 
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iug, whether little ormuch, is both a dan- 
gerous and an useless thing in our profes- 
sion. Tis a Will-o-the-Whisp that leads 
medical men astray. We have had learned 
physicians who, in their love for a parcel 
of old fools o^ antiquity, have asserted 
*' there were only two intestines, the colon 
and the aichos; who believed that the mo- 
derns had lengthened the channel of their 
guts by gluttony, and diminished their li- 
vers by hard drinking; that Ihe blood of 
-the ancients had a flux and reflux from* the 
heart, like a tide ; and that the circulation 
of that^airf was but comparatively a ma- 
dern thing. There's Dr. Harmony, too, a^ 
good a creature as ever breathed ; a poet 
and a man of taste ; and as full as a tick 
of the dead languages, as you call them. 
I heard him say the other day (and laugh- 
ed in my sleeve at the time), that he was of 
the old schooly and did not think the worse 
of any one qf his brethren for his being 
able to read Hip-pock-rates (an old Greek 
author. Doctor, who wrote on nervous dis- 
orders, and another complaint), in the ori« 
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ginaL Lord help thy poor head, thought 
I, if thou didst but know that our shop 
clears ^^4000 per annum without the as- 
sistance of a sioglq letter from the Greek 
alphabet, thou wouldst not long hold those 
cursed cramp hieroglyphics in such high 
estimation as thou now dost. 

Borecat. But the danger of mistakes 
like the present, Mr. Mixum-^— 

Mixum. Oh ( that's easily prevented* 
Come to mc for an hour to-morrow morn- 
ing, and I'll engs^ge to give you as much 
professional Latin as may serve your turn 
for any case that shall occur to you. I 
myself learned all that I possess in two 
lessons^ from the clerk of the parish. About 
three dozen words will do the business; 
and by ringing proper changes upon these, 
you will easily contrive to' make as good 
a shew in prescribing^ as Montagne the 
Frenchman would have done, who was 
taught L^tin in bis nurse's arms, and not 
suffered to hear a word in his mother 
tongue till he could converse in the lani? 
guage of ancient Rome. Greek and LatiUi 
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forsooth, necessary for a Bath physiciaa ! 
Ha, ha, ha; jou have brought strange 
notions with you from the country, my 
friend. 

Borecat. I protest, Mr. Mixum, your 
account is very encouraging, and operates 
upon my spirits like a nervous cordial, I 
assure you they had fallen to a very low- 
ebb of late. A thousand times have I 
cursed that foolish ambition which induced 
me to leave my pretty business in the 
country ; go to the expence of JO } 6 for 
an Aberdeen diploma; and settle at Bath 
as a physician. You'll hardly believe I 
should be so mad as to quit a practice that 
cleared me above .£200 per annum (all ly- 
ing within a circumference of sixty miles 
too), and come here upon speculation. Yei, 
Mr. Mixum ; 1 do assure you I had been 
established for 12 years in one of the beat 
spots in the hundreds of ^ssex for quartan 
agues and putrid fevers ; had all the busi- 
ness of tht squire's family % and the run of 
X\ie steward^ s table at Lord Ghastly' s; with 
no rival within 15 miles of me j no surgeon 

F S 
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but the village-farrier ; no dispenser of 
medicine but his Lordship's housekeeper; 
and not a soul in the neighbourhood that 
copld tell the difference between damaged 
and genuine drugs. When I have reflected 
upon this advantageous situation, and com- 
pared it with my present one ;•!—** chance 
half-guinea fees, and half my time no fees 
at all ; the sneers of my )nore fortunate 
brethren; and the jealousy of those who 
are upon the same lay with myseVf;"-^! 
have more than once resolved to put my 
parchment in the fire; quit my present 
character and abode ; and go back to my 
old sign of the pestle and mortar in the 
village of Rattleguts. 

Mixurn. Pho,pho ! man, never despair! 
Only look round you, and see how many 
of your more fortunate brethren as you call 
them, who started here with no better 
prospects before them than yours, are now 
making fortunes, and rolling about in their 
carriages. Have a little patience, Doctor, 
and you must succeed. Remember you 
Jiave to play upon the fears and the folli&s 
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6f tiiankind ; and with such instrument^ 
before you, if you don't contrive to bring 
out the notes, you must be a sorry artist 
indeed. Why, man, even the inventing 
of a lozenge is a certain passport to fam6 
and fortune amongst thd wise folks at Bath; 
I know, at this moment, a worthy citizen^ 
who, by the help of a little mother-wit, a 
good share of impudence, a certain quan- 
tity of treacky JiofWer^ and syrup of poppies^ 
rolled up into the form of a lead pencil/ 
cut into bits, put into boxes, and called 
lozenges for ^ cold> has in a few years 
feathered his nest as warmly as you could 
have done, had you remained at Rattleguts 
till you were of the age of Methuselah. 
Rome, as they say, was not built in a day ; 
nor can a medical man, particularly in a 
place which swarms a» thickly with the 
profession as afield of battle does with 
vultures, hope to leap into full practice in 
the course of a week. Just take me as an 
'example of what may be done by managing 
matters judiciously. My father was a pa- 
rish clerk in Glamorganshire^ and would 
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fain have brought me ^up to the trade of 
sol fa; whiht my uncle, the excise^nan, 
wished to qualify me for the same reBpect^ 
abld office under government with his own. 
But I had higher viev^s than both. Well; 
ihey sent me to schooli and the master was 
ordered to teach me Latin. With ail his 
flogging) however> I got no further than 
my A*** in pnemito; and tired at length 
of study and hard knocks, I ran away one 
tiiorniilg) and came to Bath. Determined 
to become a professional mm, I hired my- 
self to an apothecary, to brush shoes, 
tleati knivd^, water the shop, and run on 
6rrand«% After a time, I was promoted to 
the tenter; and by degrees, as my know- 
ledge i^i pharmacy increased, was intrusted 
With a little of the business ; spread plas* 
ters; bted servants and country people; 
and ma:de up medicines for vulgar custom^ 
ers; Som^ y^ts having elapsed in these 
Sttbordittate occupations, tny master, satis- 
fied with my skill and diligence, took me 
into partnership. I now dressed gwiver, 
and taik^.more sedately than l>ofore; 
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tmttd qaaUti/ fztients 'y and got into the 
corporation, 

iorecat. Bless ine! how did you can^ 
trive that 9 Mr. Mixum? 

Miamm, Oh ! nothing more easy, my 
good friend. I began with being very 
civil to the corporate body ; pulled off my 
hat when I met the mayor, aldermen, or 
any of the common council. Laughed 
"heartilj at the jokes of his worship for the 
time being, at city-feafits, and corpora- 
tionrbreakfasts. Praised the pubUe spirit 
of the municipality. Talked loudly of 
their political independence. Admired their 
disinterestedness. Applauded their patriot* 
«>m^, and got aU their loyal addresses by 

* I know not whedicr my uncle spoko ironkaUyhsre 
or not 3 but if he were serious, I can only say, that the 
B (Dorporation exhibits qualities^ which are not to 

be' foond ^n otlier societies of a' sSinilar netmre. For 
tiiough die members of these rmmopbUes (ftmlimipiH 
ktkal rigits, as indmtHHihy he ever so irreproaehahle, 
yet in theif cons<^idated capacity, they are seldom the 
objects of praise or gratitude. A gentleman in Iho 
neighbourhood of Norwich, who had some reason to 
consider ^iimsdf as-iH used by the corporation of that 



72 

hcfart ; though, to be sure, cursed work 
this part of the business was to me, for 
there's never a j^^rin in the bowels^ or a na- 
tural removal of it (as we say m the shop) 
at St. James'S; but up flies an address of 
condolence, or congratulation.. Then, 

city, invited, a few years since, the whole body to an 
admirable dinner. Having drank largely of his wines 
(for they were excellent) the mayor and tis brethren 
made a motion to depart. *' Stay, my friends," cried 
the host, '^ till the bottles are finished.** Saying this, 
he very coolly emptied the remains of Champaigne and 
Burgundy, daret and port, white and red, into a large 
punch -bowl, and filled out a glass of the mixture to 
each of the company. ^' Well,*' resumed he, '' here's 
to our next merry meeting,** and swallowed the con- 
tents of his goblet. The mayor and his suite could do 
no less than pledge their generous entertainer,, and dis« 
patch their glasses also. " Hey-day !** cried the gentle- 
man,, seeing a general distortion of countenance amongst 
bis guests, '' what the d— I's the matter with you all ? 
I thought yen had liked my wines.** *' Yies, Sir,** re- 
turned the mayor, " when we drink them one at a time, 
but not when they are aU mixed together ^ *' Well, 
Mr. Mayor,** returned the host, ** you have now an 
exact type of yourselves. Taken singly, you are as ho- 
nest fellows as any I know j but acting together, take 
my word for it^ you aie a d^i^d bad set.** Eoitob. ,. 
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Sir^ I liad the advantage of belonging td 
thehjawrite profession. ^ , 

Borecat, Favorite profession ! What do 
you mean, Mr. Mixum ? i 

MLvum: Why, m^n, I mean, that I 
was a son of His-skull-ape-uSy a great apo^ 
thecary of the. last century j and the cor- 
porate body always give the preference to 
physic^ in its different branches, whenever, 
a contest happens for a vacant place amongst 
them. . Three- fourths, indeed, of the 
number have ever consisted of medical 
gentlemen, and good reason is there 
why it should be so. The boiling waters 
of the city, (the grand cure of every hu- 
man complaint, inside and outside ; wounds ' 
and ft^.ct\ivesy humours and whims; low- 
spirits and barrenness;) are put under the 
protection, and secured to the exclusive 
profit of the corporation ; who then are so. 
proper to regulate the w^e of these wonder- 
working streams, as we medical gentle- 
men? Who can so mceXy proportion the 
doses to visitors and patients ; by making - 
them drink just enough to acquire com- 
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pUintSy if they come to us without any ? 
or by restraining invalids from swallowing 
so much as will rescue them too soon out of 
our hands ? 

Borecat. Very reasonable indeed, Mr. 
Mixum, that these precious springs should 
be at the disposal of gentlemen, who fully 
understand their value, and manage them 
so well; who can give such a good account 
as I find you do, of where they come 
from, what they are, and to what uses 
they may be applied. I muist, hoWeVef, at 
the same time say, that you retail them out 
at rather too high «i price. Hixpence a, glass 
for a draught of warm water, is confound- 
edly dear in these times, Mr. Mixutn, when 
from the prosperous state of our teres, 
three-fourths of the people can aflbrd to 
drink nothing else but the " limpet stream,** 
3S the poet says. I remember about thirty 
years ago, when I was sent by my master 
to Bath, to take lodgings for Sir Roger 
Porpoise, one of his patients, I might 
have drunk as much of the water as wduld 
have thrown me into a dropsy, without 
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paying a farthing. Sixpence a glass, in<« 
deed ! ' 

; Mirum. Ob, my good friend, a mere 
mur^tax ; nothing more, upon my honour. 
iVhen hostilities cease, the corporation 
will make water 2^ before. The war at pre- 
sent operates as a sort of istrkture on the 
springs, (as we say in the shop,) but as 
soon as peace visits us again, (and I have 
such confidence in our wise government, 
as assures me this will be the case in the 
course of the present century,) we'll re- 
fiuce our water to its intrinsic vaiue^ and 
original price, and let it flow ffeely, and 
for nothing. Like the higher powers with 
respect to the war, we think an advanced 
-price upo^a the staple commodity of the 
city both 7^/^ txkdi necessary ; and like 
tliem too, shall continue to think it ju»ey as 
long as it i^ mcessarytx) our revenues ,- and 
"necessary as long as it preserves this ciia>^ 
racter of Justice. But you can't deny, 
'doctor, that we dispose m liberally of the 
profits of our water, as they ^^ow into our 
chest. Qw impr&cemmls-^ 
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Borecat. Oh, far be it from nie> Mtjf 
Mixum, to tax you with parsimouy in the 
application of your revenues. I know no 
men who could make a better use of them 
than you medical corporate gentlemen.' 
Gad, Sir, you seem to understand the. art 
of Jee^ngf as well as you do that of purg* 
ingy for your dinners beat every thing of 
that kind I ever saw or heard of. That of 
which I had the honour of partaking last 
Saturday could only be equalled, I think, 
by Belshaz2ar's feast. The dinner at my 
Lord Ghastly's, when his eldest son came 
of age, was mere bread and cheese to it. 
^ Mijpum^ Why, that's very true, , niy 
dear friend. Indeed we never spare our 
bill of fare upon these occasions ; but, be- 
tween ourselves, it's all with an eye to the 
trade. Did you never hear the old saying, 
^' The feasfs a better friend to the physi- 
cian than theplague.'' Never a dinner but 
pays us tenfold, in surfeits, indigestions^ 
bilious cholics, and constipations* Let me 
see! what were the be7iejicial consequences 
of last Saturday's entertainment to o^r shop 
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alone?. Aye, here it is, (looking into his 
pocket-book)- " Sunday morning. Vonjit* 
ing Mr. Slender, the stay maker, who had 
eaten himself into a fever the day before; 
attendirig Mr. Buckram, the tailor, who 
being a little overtaken with liquoY, at the 
mayor's feast, had dislocated his shoulder 
in a fray with a blacksmith, occasioned by 
his calling Buck ram the ninth part of a man. 
Bleeding the Rev. Mr. Guttle, who had 
been seized with apoplexy, in consequence 
of too hearty a meal on broiled salmon 
g,nd venison-pasty at the guild-hall on the 
preceding day.'' 

Borecat. Faith, I don't wonder af your 
hospitality, Mr. Mixum, if it turn fo such 
a good account as this. But pray. Sir, 
wasn't that same Rev. Mr. Guttle your 
mayor about three or four years ago? 
" MLvum. Mayor, forsooth ! I believe 
not, indeed. No, no, doctor, we know 
better than to let in parsons amongst us* 
Why, man, we've got half a dozen fat pieces 
o^ church-preferment in our gift ; and if w€ 
were not to keep the cloth out of our so«» 
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ciety, we should have as much* quarrelling 
and fighting for these sops in the /kin, wfaea 
any of them were to be disposed of, as 
there, is amongst a gang of robbers^ oix 
their division of the plunder which they 
have taken. 

Borecat. But don't you shut out all 
men of learning, as they call *em, Mr. 
Mixum, by thus excluding the clergy? I 
remember, when I lived at the village of 
Rattleguts, the curate was said to know 
more Latin, than even Lord. Ghastly him- 
self. 

Mixum. '^ Latiny^ indeed, ^' still harpr 
ing upon my daughter^" as the grwoedigger 
in Hamlet says. What the devil have cor^ 
porations to do with any Latin, except 
what's in their charter ? But if you mean 
men of letters^ Sir, we have no occasion to 
be obliged to the church for them. There's 
Mr. Type, the printer^ for instance, who, 
independently of the articles of his trade^ 
spins what he cq\{% poetry y and manufac- 
turers fine paragraphs^ of which he is the 
HERALD as well as the composer^ and 
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generously gives them to the public, all 
for sixpence. Then there's — But d— n it> 
time would fail me if I were to attempt to 
enumerate all the clever men belonging to 
our body ; and 1 should forget to relate to 
you the other steps by which I got on, in 
this very mushroom-bed of the profession. 
To return, therefore, to my story: After 
having enrolled myself on the list of the 
corporation, the next thing I did was to 
secure the good opinion of the ladies. 

Borecat. And pray,. my dear sir, how did 
you compass that most difficult matter? 

Mixum. Difficulty forsoothl Nothing so 
easy. Doctor: gently squeezed their hands 
when I felt their pulse— found out their 
fi>isheSy and prescribed accordingly— silent 
as death about their ^ecfe/^— always agreed 
in opinion with them—picked up all the^ 
news I could rake together, and, if a dearth 
of it, made a little myself for their enter- 
tainment-p-carefully inspected the nights 
tables^ and gravely examined the urinaU 
before I chauged a medicine — where they^ 
had. wo dise^e, found out symptoms for 
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ihem^Uied their suffeTings when they had 
nevenan ncAe — and admired theiv patienccj 
though they were as crabbed 9^ the devil. 
Then I took care also to establish a good 
London connection. 

Borecdt. A good London connection^ Mr* 
Mixum, what may that be? 

Mixum. Why, sir, 'tis a thing as neces- 
sary for you as your diploma. — A London 
connection is half the battle for a Bath me- 
dical knight errant. It is the good will 
and Interest of some fomous town practi- 
- tioner, who, when he thinks it necessary to 
amuse his patients by a little change of 
place and system, orders them to Bath, and 
recommends them to Dr. So-and-so, as the 
most able physician out of London; and to 
Mr. What-d ye-call-'em, as the best possible 
substitute for their own confidential apothe- 
cary, — We accordingly take them in hand; 
levy our^ tribute upon them ; and then pass 
them on to our friends at the different wa- 
tering-places. Some caiitiofi, however, is 
necessary in carrying on our operations, 
lest a rat should be smelt^ and the gud^ 
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geon escape: as was the case with a Dr. 
Fleecem here many years ago. Sir Timothy 
Humbug, a. practitioner of note in London^ 
/had recommended to this gentleman, in 
the way of trade, an old female patient of 
his^ with a chronic complaint upon her, 
•^hich had netted to Sir Timothy an an- 
nuity of JC150 for several years. Willing 
to give a turn to her thoughts, as she began 
to wonder that she did not mend under his 
hands, he advised her to try the Bath 
waters, and gave her a letter of introduction 
to his friend Dr. Fleecem. The doctor 
read the epistle, and put it in his pocket; 
felt the patient's pulse; asked the proper 
t[uestions; in short proceeded second-hum 
arteniy as We isay; took hisjee, and then his 
tecpoe. — But, unfortunately, in pulling out 
his handkerchief at the door, the letter fell 
upon the floor, unperceived by the doctor; 
which the old lady, after he was gone, took 
up, and, with the natural curiosity of one 
of Eve's daughters, eagerly perused. It 
Was couched in these words. 
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'' Dear Doctor, 

^' I send you herewiih an old fat goose, 
whom I have long been in the habit of plucking: one xoing I 
reserve for myseff'; the other is at the service qfmyfriehdi. 
. , ^^ Yours truly, 

" Tim. Humbugr 



On the followiog morning Fleecem, with 
all proper professional attention, called 
upon his patient ; and was going mechani- 
cally to apply his finger to her pulse^ whea 
i>he ^^ thanked him for his kind intention 
to strip her of her remaining feathers ; but 
observed, that though she might possibly 
be an old goose, she was not so far advanced 
in her dotage as to suffer such harpies as 
Sir Timothy and himself to prey longer on 
her unfortunate carcase. " Ha, ha, ha ! 
— But to be serious, Doctor. Just take 
the hints I haVe given you: don't be dis- 
heartened by a little temporary ill-success; 
keep the field; and my word for it, in time, 
you'll conquer. 

Borecat. My dear Mr. Mixum, I am 
bound ever to pray for you.— You have 
opened a new world to me. — D— n the 
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village of Rattleguts; the squire's family; 
and the steward's table at Lord Ghastly *s. 
I feel myself a.ne w man ; and will not quit 
Bath whilst one of his majesty's subjects 
remains alive in the place. Good morning 
to you, my dear sir ! 

Misum. [Pounding.'] Bravo, my little 
Galen. Heaven grant you all success; 
and may your commission to bum, sink, 
and destroy, be crowned with the triumph 
of a Copenhagen .expedition. 

*' Here I go up, up, up. 
Here I go down, down, downy; 
Here I go backwards and forwards. 
And here I go round, round, roundy,'* 
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DIALOGUE THE FOURTH. 
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A irrmN<J.Roo3*. 

F ■ • » 

Pardon Bdw-tMnD, oiiU Mr. Paik, stiHt^ ai a taU&, toiUf 

boUks and ghwa. 

Baw-waw. Come, Resin, drink your glass; 
d-— n me if ever I was Ute-St'tiie with such 
a milksop before. 

Resin. Pon my vord, Mr. Bow-wow, I 
cannot keep up vid you. You ave dc 
hardest head I ever met vid. 

Baw-wmv. Aye, Resin; and isn't that 
better than a thick one, like most of my 
brethren. Have it by inheritance, my boy; 
by birth, parentage, and education; nor 
ever omitted an opportunity of improving 
and strengthening so valuable a possession. 



3?ie JewVhstrp publifc-house ih Swiafrtefai; 
hais bben in oar fen^iily for 150 years;: autfc 
desfC^nd^ te^livly from faitbdr to souy 
thfougb iwne generaitiops. . I first saw thc^ 
Kght in a small roam behind tba bar; atid 
vas not only early accustomed to the ^smell 
of ^le, but long before they ' weaned m^ 
had acquired a taste for it also. .As ser* 
Titbr of Jesus college, I lost none of nay 
relish for the tap; and inaproved mightily 
iii my faculty of guzzling. ; A tninor^^can^i^ 
non-ship kept me tightly to the pmctfce of 
ti^tting my whistle ; though it obliged me 
to change my bev€irag^5 and bqoitoi a mor^ 
fentkmanty liquor than that to whTch I 
had hitherto been accustomed. At lengtb 
Iwas transplanted to Bath, where, z&fac^ 
ifftum to the Glee^club, I have ever since 
enjdyed the best opportunities of making 
imyself a complete proficient in the An 
bibendL 

Resin. Pray, Mr. Bolir-wow, vat may 
factotum h6. 

Baw-wifiv. Factotum^ Resin; l^rhy ifei — 
its— its a/a^ifo/wm— 4— n the word, I hardly 
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kn(hr how to define it It is a sort of sub-? 
secretary ; sub-treasurer ; sub-president,; 
sub-every thing. In short, the factotum is 
to do all things; upon all occasions; jn aU 
manners; 9xid at all times ; according to the 
directions of the committee. As factotum 
to the club, I drive bargains with per- 
formers, vocal and instrumental ; lay iu 
music; keep the piano-forte in tune ; sketc];i 
out the bill of fare for the ladies entertain- 
ments; and a thousand other little neces- 
sary jobs. As factotum^ I conducted an 
ac'tidn in the King's Bench, on behalf of 
the society, against a band of refractory 
singers, who acting in concert^ all struck on 
one night, and would not give us a single 
staoe for our money. The law, however, 
whose object you know \s geneml harmony y 
adjudged they should exth^r sing or pay ; a 
verdict which put them so cursedly ow/^ o/* 
tune^ as obliged 'em to settle it by Abraham 
Ncw.lajirt's ni4^ instead of their own. But 
now that we're upon the subject of mii^ical 
discordSf,^o tejl nie, Resin, how the devil 
you ventured to p/«^ such a tricjc. pa 
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the amateurs the other diy- hj^ hum* 
bugging them as you diti ai)«nit Madane 
Catsqualli? I was too much in for it to be 
at the concert myself, but 1 am told if it 
hadn't been for your good friend Signoia 
Rattana, who interfered m your behalf, the 
.women would have served you the same 
trick that some viragoes of old played off 
upon your ancestor, master Orpheus^ aiid 
sent you home shorter by the head. 

Rtsin, Ver afflicting circumstance, I 
as$ure you, Mr. Bow-wow, and give me 
most poignant concern*. Though I must 

* This is the pathetic language in which the hand-bill 
was couched^ that announced the second disappointment 
of Catsqualli's singing to the Bath public. " It is,'* how- 
*' ever, a bad wind, indeed, that blows nobody gooc^;*' and 
what brought shame and sorrow with it to poor Resin 
(who was really not to Uame in the business), wafted 
success and joy upon its wings to a tragedy hero, whose 
benefit had been fixed for the same night with Catsquaiirs 
concert. With a quickness that did credit to his inven- 
tion, he immediately perceived the advantage to which 
he might convert the circumstance of her non-attend- 
ance; and directly issued out another set of hand-brlls in 
the following words. '* CATSaUALLFS INDISPO- 
SITION. In consequence of the disappointment which 
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sd^y I vas not at all tq blame, a9 M^dajpf 
Catsqualli humbugged me^ as vel as<die la#( 

tbe nobility and gentiy pf this city yrXL experifnc^ in 
Madame C. not being able to gvoe her intended conce^^ 
Mr. A. wkb additional confidence, invites his fHends to 
ihis evening's dramatic entertainment^ appropriated for 
his benefit, &c.*' But the confiision which attended her 
. not keeping the appointm^tit she had made> rested aot 
here. The eccentric motions of this musical comedy 4M* 
turbed and deranged the whole system of Bath diversions ; 
and disorganized, for a time, even the immemorial regu* 
ianty of the UPP£R-ROOMS. The extent of this de- 
parture from ancient rules j the solemnity with it was 
detennined on; and the attful precautions taken to. pre* 
vent succeeding deviations, ^^ill be best understood from 
the following tx>yal proclamations; which reflect an 
equal lustre on the addresser and the addressed* 

*' New Assembly-rooms. 22d March, 1808. 
'^ A representation having been made to the Master of 
the C£R£MONI£$ by seyeral ladies an4 gentlemen, 
Mibscribers to the FANCY BALL, that in consequence 
of an, unexpected alteration in the arrangen^ent lor 
M&dame C»*s cppcert, it would be a general accommodation 
tq change the ball ta Saturday (ALTHOUGH BY NO 
MEANS TO BE CONSIDERED AS A PRECEPENT 
ON ANY FUTURE OCCASION,) he informs the 
subscribers that the FANCY BALL wijl be on S^tu]:4ay 
the 2d April.*' i««-'' In consequence of the j»bove afili^ve 
and unexpected circumstance (A|adame C*s ii^isppsl-^ 
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and gentlemen. But you shall hear. She 
come down to Bath to give a concert at de 
moderate price of mn guinea a ticket*. 

tion), Ose MASTER of the CEREMONIES annonncet 
the FANCY BALL for this evening, March 3 Ut 3 and 
the PRACTICE at two o^clock.*' 

Bismn teneaUs amki^ Can ye avoid convulsions <^ 
latighter at this '^ miioh ado s^ut nothing/* at this gr&oe 
foppfjy, and soiemn tionsense abont a hop, skip, and Jump f 
or rather^ does not your honest 'indignation kindle and 
glow as you read of '^precedents not to be established ioit 
the change of a baU^* of cotilUons to be practised bygroxtm 
g^nlemen and ladies in the forenoon,** at a time when 
the civil and political order of the world is in a state of 
disturbance and mutation ? when kings are tambling 
Imm their thrones $ ancient governments changing theic 
forms j and nations disa{^>earing from the map of inde* 
pendent states ? When the longer duration of our own 
existence and dignity amongst the kingdoms of the ^artb« _ 
ia almost problematical ? and when a war is still contest^ 
ing that threatens to undo the civilization of mankind ? 

. ^ It is no matter of surprize, that, by the aid of such 
generosity as this, Madame C. should have been able to 
scrape together, in the course of the last year, the sum of 
ie 16,700, if ihe author of " the Opera-glass" may be . 
depended upon. Far be it from me to be angry with 
fook, fox throwing away their money acxx>rding to their 
own ftacies; all I object to in the transaction betwe^i 
Madaine C^ and her dupes^ is, that she insults theix un« 
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De room vas crouded; and every body ex- 

s 

pect some delightful notes in return for 

deretandingB, while she picks their pockets j by asserting 
that she gives a concert, when in fact she is all the while 
receiving their coin, and making no other retum.than, 
vox et preeterea nihil. The language* however, is not 
ptvuHar to Catsqualli. A fashionable musical club at 
Bath has adopted it in its public advertisements, where i| 
invites the ladies to an entertainment which it professes 
to give them: and gallantly charges them, at the same 
time,jl^/fMi shillings for each ticket. 

Amidst the many triumphs of inapudence and hombug 
which the present " age of wisdom** exhibits, the honest 
mind is now and then gratified by the sight of the biter 
bitten, and the knoxuing one taken in. The foJlowii^ 
anecdote is a case in point, and appropriate to the Subject 
of the present note. Co/^^tfa/Zihad received frequent 
invitations to the country seat of a noble musical ama« 
teur, but as he had made no specific offer of remunera- 
tion for the honor, she bad civilly declined accepting it. 
Being on one of her musical jaunts, however, with her 
caro sposo, and passing within a few miles of his lord- 
ship's villa, she determined upon a call of speculation. 
The elegant owner of the mansion received her with the 
utmost respect and politeness; and for two days and a 
half nothing but harmony reigned around, to the great 
delight of the large party assembled at the chi4eau. To* 
wards the afternoon of the third day, Catsqualli and her/ 
consort announced their intention of departing^ the 
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deirgold. Madame enter de room; *de 
company clap, and she courtesy and smile. 

chariot and four drove to the door, and the lady stepped 
into it, amidst a shower ofcomplknents and regrets. 
The husband, in the mean time, requests the honor of 
'his lordship*s ear for a moment; and after a short ex- 
planation of the inconvenience which his lady and him- 
self had experienced in quitting the direct road, and 
tarrying at his mansion, presented a charge of ;£50(), for 
Madame Catsqualli*s performances for twoda3rs ahd a half. 
Astonished as his lordship must have been at this unex- 
pected and moderate demand} he was too-well bred a 
man to express any surprize, and stepping into his study, 
returned in a moment with another strip of paper, con- 
taining a charge of £600 for three days entertainment of 
Madame Calsqualli and her suit ^ observing, whilst he put it 
into Monsieur's hand, that in consideration of the reason-^ 
ableness of her biU, he could not think of accepting the 
odd £100 which was due to him, upon the balance of 
accounts 5 and begged therefore they miglit quit scores. 
X)ne trait more of this noble pait, and we consign them 
to oblivion. Another fiddling peer had engaged Cat- 
squall! for his musical party. Her husband, as usual, at- 
tended her, to take care of his wife, and receipe her 
jnoAey. Whilst the company were delighted, enchanted, 
.and ravished by her vocal powers, the frigid spouse 
lollc^ upon a sopha, picking his teeth with the most list- 
less indifiference. During, an interval of the entertain- 
ment^ one of the royal brothers approached the. great 
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I sigli vid pleasure, touch de insiminc^t; 
and she try to sing: but,^ ah Dio! vat a 
sound ! her voice like de humble bee; and 
not a note to l)e heard ! 1 iooV at her, and 
phe try again* "But vorse and voVse; iijrog 
yould have made better song* In a n^o* 
raent dere vas general chorus of uproar 
through de room. Col. Mitten he curse 
and swear: Mr. Sguintum he look all man- 
ner of vays; and I wring my hand» and cry. 
Madame smile at de confusion, and get 
de man who sing bass (de strongest voice 
jn de orchestra) to speak for her. He 
. say, " her cold vas so bad, dat she could 
not sing to-night; but if dey yould go 
quietly home, she vould pay dem vid an 
old song on Friday morning. Bath people 

man> and paid him an handsome compliment npon tlie 
exqmfnte taste, and unequalled powers of his la^. 
Mf>nsieur, without changing his posture, or deigning adi 
aiiswer, simply smiled, and nodded assent. A bye* 
stander, shocked at his rudeness and indecorum, -ex* 
ckin^d, ^' Do you not kno^, sif, to whom yoa aie 
talking >" " Oui, Monsieur:*'^'' Sir, he is one df the 
foyal princes.** ^^ Cela peut etre; maia il n*€si pa& fmm 
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be v^ good^nataredy aad so go airay. 
h^ UoBi^t, getmore sOfq, and her voice ihote 
hoaip^e; so di^ she be forced to go to London 
to get cfured; bat {)]*omide to come dowia 
^a|n^ y^n sh^ vduld make up for di^p- 
poiutmeiit^ by taking some more of deir- 
moi\eyf dnd treating dem vid a shake^ 
Velli d^ to\m talk of noting for a veek 
€^ter she vas gone^ but de sorrel at nQt- 
hearj^Qg ber sing; and of noting for de veek 
before she vas expected again, but de j&fedf- 
sufe dey should receive ven she vas come 
back ; rich make ver agreable employment* 
for de ladie and gentlemen for Azitfm^tnight* 
pe great day now approach; all de ticket 
soMj all de places taken; and many ladle 
i^ngpagc to breakfast in de concert-room, 
dat dey might be in time to hear Cat- 
iiqualli sing; ven, at eleven o'clock on dc 
tiigjit before de concert, as I vas prac^ 
tising vid Signora Rattana, come an ex- 
press from London to say, dat madame 
got a little more money by. staying <fere^ 
dan < by comilsgdone to fiath, and derefore 
beg me to make de apologie to good people^ 
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and tell'dcm she vod defer lier visit tilt 
anoder year. Ah, Dio ! I caiitibt tink of it 
yet, vidout my stomach being disordered. 

Bqw-wow. Ha! ha! hat well, d^— n it, 
don't mind, man; tisn't the first, nor will it 
be the last time, that the wise folks of 
Gotham have been humbtiggied. Let's 
change the subject; come, fill your glass, 
and drink a bumper to your favol'iteSignora. 
— Ha ! you sly dog, you ; a very snug thing 
of it you have there I [Drinks J] 

Resin. Ppn my vord, Mr. Bow-wow, I'll 
drink de lady vid all my heart; for I have 
varm regard for her. Aye, you may look 
cunning if you please, but, pon my onor, 
our friendship is only Platanique. Any 
ting else vould be quite out of my vay. Our 
taste ver similar; our pleasures de same. 
She charmed vid my exqueseet touch.—! 
admire her delightful notes. — ^She amused 
vid my instrument — I vid de sound of her 
guineas; and so both ver well satisfied. 
I beg, derefore, Mr. Bow-wow, I may not 
hear any more joke of dis kind. You may 
run de risk of an action for defamation if 



95 

you indulge your tongue in such libertie as 
dese. 

B&W'Waw. Oh I d-— n it, my dear fellow, 
don't hint at such a thing. It sets me all on 
a tremble. I have as tender a conscience 
as my friend Drawcansir, on the article 
oi slander ; and, like him, feel no ambition 
to hear the opinion of twelve honest men 
on that subject, a second time^\ Why, I've 

* My unde alludes, probably, f o the result of ^ late 
trial at Taunton, which afforded the most heartfelt satis- 
fadtion to every man of honor and feeling. If a wanton 
attack^ and that of the most atrocious nature, upon the 
feir fame of a virtuous and estimable character, ever 
justified the doquent and bitter censure of an able advo- 
cate, the general indignation of a crowded courts and the 
heavy damages of an enlightened jury, the one above 
aUuded to may be considered as doing so in a peculiar 
way. Would to heaven that the discipline of the ancient 
church was restored, as far as it respected wicked clerks; 
we should then have fewer examples^ than now present 
themselves of violations of decency, in an order that 
ought to be examples to their flocks. It is gratifying, 
however, to reflect that a congregation should have the 
good sense, and proper spirit to express their odium of a 
slanderous clergyman, in the most pointed and affecting 
way in which it could be manifested^ by rising from the 
jaltar when he was about to administer the elements to them. 
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dremit of nothing but damages for ^^ plain* 
tiff/' and '* costs of suit" for this month 
past; and dread another ''summing up to 
the jury," as the devil does a pater-noster. 
Believe me, my dear Resin^ I meant nothing 
more than an innocent joke in what I said. 
You know I have too great a respect for the 
kdy in question^even to entertain a thought 
to her disadvantage* 

Resin. I do not know vat respect you 
may have for de lady, but I tink dat you^ 
and your broders of de blacky did not usi 
her vid de politesse due to her, ven yoii 
abuse her ^itel Sunday concert^ and oWigci 
her to confine her music, like de canaille, to 
'totek days. 

Bow-wow. / abuse her Sunday-concCTts! 
That's a good one. — ^Why, man, 'twould be 
^^ the pots' calling the kettle — ." You 
know, Resin, that I very frequjantly have 
them myself. — ^'Tis not likely, therefore, 

end going to another part of the rail, where another minuier 
officiated a I Will not this awful reproof ^x(A\xi» watm 
899<l effect if JSdjtTOB. 
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"that / should have joined in a puritanical 
xry against your friend on this account. 

Resin. Ver true, Mr. Bow-wow ; I ave 
t>ften heard dat your Utel Sunday evening 
jparties are ver agreable ; but ave vondered, 
at de same time, you vould venture to give 
dem. . Indeed, I ave sometime thought you 
vould make offence to de higher powers by 
being ^o genteel mdis and other respects; 
and ave your apointement teik^ ^.v^y. Ve 
should be ver sorry to lose so good a feedel. 
• BaW'WOw. [Drinks.'] Ha, ha, ha ! No 
fear of that, my dear fellow. Licensed. 
Firm as a rock— Can't be displaced. Hiis 
Idrdship, too, a good kind of man; brought 
tip at court; and knows how to be civil to 
evejy body. Besides, he's passionately 
fond of music; and makes great allmvances 
for good spirits. Talk of my liberties, in- 
deed ! what are they to the rigs and pranks 
of other gemmen of the cloth ? Why, there's 
Mr. Chip, who lives in a neighbouring vil* 
lage, a brother fiddle, as well as brother 
parson ;. ha beats me hollow in tricks and 
gallantries. Two strings to his bow, my 

H 
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bpy; iwo mistresses iu his house tt tljif^ 
sam^ time ; children by both; stnd his se^ 
turoed out of doors ; and j^et, Resin, he 
is still permitted to instruct his parishioner^ 
by his exhortations i apd improve them bv 
his tT(jimple*. I think. Resin, [[Aiccei^fJ I 
think it^s about two years ago, coming 
from the club early one morning, a little 
in for it [hiccups'] I ran foul of some <^ 
the d— 'd rascals, who had refused to sing 
to us the week before. My blood was up^ 
I ro>ved them well ; and they, in return, 
jawed me. At last to it we went; I got ^ 
couple of black eyes, an4 beat one of them 
to a jelly. Well, they complained to his 
loi-dship • but I had been beforehand witljt 

* By the Royal injanctions of \6g4, it is directed 
that '' the bishops shall look well to the lives and man* 
ners of their clergy, that they may l)e in all things regu,« 
Ur and exemplary according to the 7:)th canon.* ' Wi4 
you believe me, reader, when I assure you, that Mr. 
Chip, with all these flaming imperfections on his headj 
has the assurance regularly to attend the annual visita- 
tion ; and is permitted to partake of the substantial diu^ 
ner that succeeds this cer&mony, in company >yi|h J^ 
reverend brethren of the archdeaconry ? 



^em, and Jllfeady told him my own story ; 
so that all the answer they got, was, " That 
Mr. Bow-wow could not be thought to 
blame in the business.— In endeavouring 
to reduce them to ord^r, he was onlyfo-^ 
bouring in his vocation, as factotum of the 
Glee-club; and that they deserved all that 
had happened to them for being abroad at 
siuch an unseasonable hour, when only gen- 
tiemen had a right to be up.'* 

Resin;, But, radeed, my dear Mr. Bow- 
wow, you must make von litel alteration 
in your vay of going on ; or all your other 
good qualitie vil not be able to save you, 
for de old ladies complain you gallop so 
fast, dat vid de assistance of deir best 
spectacle^ dey cannot keep up vid you. 

Baw-w&w. [JDrinks.l Why, I believe I 
do tip *em the go^^by now and then ; for I 
can't bear to muz and hum-drum, like somc^ 
of my brethren. No ; twenty-five minutes 
for the services, and eleven for the sermon^ 
including prayer, text, and blessing, is an 
4inple allowance. Indeed, I once went 
through the whole (for a bet of a bottle of 
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port) in half an hour to a second ; and have 
ever since been knoxvn by the name of 
parson Jehu.— But it was too much for my 
wind — it quite blexv me*. No, no, Resin> 
I'm not like Dick Sable^ of the lowertown, 
who thinks people can never be tired, oi 
his prate; roars treason to his congrega- 
tion till he has almost cracked their ears 
and hrs awn lungs ; and obliges them to 
listen to his rapt, whether they will or no, 
by locking them into their pews till the bene- 
diction is givenf ; nor do I follow the ex- 

* My uncle had the satis&ction of hearing before iiis' 
death, that one good result had followed the publication 
of his work } and that Bow-wow was converted into a 
deliberate and decent reader of the church-service., 

Editor. 

f This alludes to a very ridiculous circumstance which 

occurred at St. J church, Bath, on the fast-day of 

the 47th of last February. It seems, that on a preced- 
ing solemnity appointed two years ago by the wisdom of 
government, for the same profitable purposes as the last 
day of national humiliation. Sable had preached a sermon 
exceedingly offensive to the delicate ears of two of his 
auditors, a sage physician, and a fierce miUtary com* 
mander. In this unfortunate discourse, in enumei^ting: 
and reprobating the'black catalogue of national crunos^^ 
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ample of your chapellers, who cant cursed 
notisense by the hour-glass, and pray till 

he had declaimed against that passion for war, which he 
conceived had characterized the country, and influenced 
its external political system for some years past. The 
man of physic ^ and the man of war, (authorized as the 
one was by hh diploma, to put to death in a regular way, 
atid as the other was by his commission, to burn, sink, 
and destroy, by any methods) immediately apprehend* 
ing (like the silversmiths of Ephesus) that their craft 
was endangered, and their respective employments dis- 
credited by such antichristian doctrine, rose from their 
seats, (with the same expedition as if the one had been 
summoned to give a pass to a dying patient, and the 
other had been ordered to cut his cables J, and rushed in- 
dignantly from the church. Sable, no wise disturbed at 
the moving effect of his discourse, took no notice of it 
at the time, but thundered on to the conclusion of his 
subject; He bore, however, the circumstance in his 
recollection^ mafiet alta mente repSstum, and resolved, 
at a future opportunity, to have his revenge. On the 
kucceeding year the same solemnity again occurred ; and 
$able having prepared another dose of Cayenne pepper 
for the occasion, gave the sexton directions to observe 
^he seats in which these two fastidious gentlemen placed 
themselves, and when they were fairly housed, to turn 
the key upon them, and put it into his pocket. In the 
interval, however, either a lack, of' patients, or too much 
iucGess in the art of human destruction , had driven the 
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their candles are burnt into the nozzles of 
their sockets. Not I, indeed; I know the 
value of my own time, and that of my 
hearers^ better than this comes to. B^U 
d — n it, I think we grow dull, Resin. TU 
give you a song to cheer our spirits, my 
boy. Tis a little lyric of my awn composing, 
and intended to be sung on the last lai^' 

physician from Bath^ so that the hero (who had beea 
put upon the yellovf Ust^ and condemned to confine lii$ 
mild and gentle command to his own household) remain- 
ed alone to 'l&ce the enemy. Sable began to thunder as 
usual upon his favorite topic $ to paint the curses of war^ 
and the wickedness of the nation in still pursuing its 
system of hostilities. The captain coloured ; knit hi^ 
brow } bit his lips ^ rose up ; seized his hat^ and deter- 
mine4 again to express his disapprobation^ by marching 
out in the face of the cpngregation. JBut vain were his 
attempts to open the door ; the sexton had doubU'locked 
It, and retired to a comer where he could not be ob- 
served> so that the prisoner was compelled to be an 
auditor for another hour, and what was still worse, 
when liberated, and permitted to go home, had no other 
means left of venting his spleen than his usual resource 
under disappointments, that of cursing his wife, beat- 
ing his children, kicking his servants, and pouring out 
all the rfch variety of oaths, with which the productive 
hotbed of z forecastle had supplied him. 
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nighf. 'The stewards indeea refused it, 
becausic' it ^^as ioo /ree, fbrso'otti, for the 
women. I laughed at their objection, and 
6tgan it in the room; the milk-sops, how- 
cfver, cried it down, and tli^ girls lost their 
amusement. I'll be sWorn it would have 
made ten trmes more fun than the nan^by- 
jirahiby lines of Billy Sonnet {xht poetrlaureat 
of the club), which he fitted up for the oc- 
casion. You know Billy Sonnet, I sup- 
pose. 

Resin. Yes, yes ; 1 ave heard of him, 
I see his name and his verses too, at de 
Bottom of de pound of butter dat come 
from de grocer every Saturday morning. 
Signora Rattana say he ver stveet writer: 
she tell me tdo he make gredt noise in the 
vorld, and lately publish Poop^. 

BaW'WOftv. Ha ! ha ! ha ! well said. Re- 
sin. Yes, yes, he publish Poop^ as you 
say, and has made Ji>w/ work of it, if we 
may believe the EditibUrgh Review. 

Resin. Signora Rattana never read his 

f ■ ■ - 
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* I presnine Resin here means Pope. 
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sonnet vid de dry eye ; he aye so mucb. 
fine sentiment^ and so much of de tender 
feeling. 

Bcnv-wow. Yes ; the fine sentiment of a 
horse-block, and the tender feelings of an 
oyster. D — ^n me if it doesn't make me 
sick, to hear such lullaby-jingle called 
poetry ; and cant and nonsense mistakeQ 
for genius and sensibility. Why, man^ 
there is nothing so easy as to snvoel in a 
sonnet. 'Tis only to be childish and oh* 
scure, and the business is done. Not so 
with the manly path of poetry which I 
tread. My compositions are all Dithyram-* 
bics, odes dedicated to Bacchus ; and jolly 
Anacreontics, which celebrate nothing but 
love and wine. For instance : , 

AvcLKpeujy yep^uv et, &c. 

The women tell me I am growing old,' 
And say my head is bald, my heart is cold ; 
But give me wine and fair ones, and I'll proved 
I stiU can deeply drink> and warmly love. 

But confound the maukish taste of tlie 
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present times, say I, which prefers the 
puny lines of a baby sonneteer (** muling 
and puking in his nurse's arms") to the 
sprightly strains that sing of yielding girls 
and sparkling champagne. But, to go on 
with the story I was telling you, ^illy 
Sonnet had found in the trash of Taylor 
the water poet, (for he has a rare spirit of 
discmery about him when he's in search of 
any thing to adopt as his awn: and, like 
the immortal Gibber, his antitype in office* 
genius, and manners, 

^* He here can sip> and there can plunder snog. 
And suck all o*er like an industrious bug ;'*) 

I say. Resin, he'd found in honest Taylor 
a few stanzas which he thought might be 
cut dawn into an appropriate ode. But he 
so much diluted the poor bard's verses 
with lopping, and tacking, and furbishing, 
and naodernizing, that before it was half 
sung, the greatest part of the women were 
tound asleep. If my song had been given 
'em this wouldn't have been the case. But 
you shall hear it [Drinks and sings.] 
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^ AflOfOi atnas, I loved akuli/ 
A» li ce4ar HiU ami slender { 
. AauB> apoat, aad aU tliatp^*' 



Co: f era desunt; Dot being decent. 

Rtsin. Ver funnv^ pon my onof ; biit I 
am ver sorry 1 must now leave your agre* 
able company, and bid you farewelr 

B(yw-wcw. D-^n it^ Resin, ii-ii-fiQish 
the bottle [Hiccups.] 

Resin. Pon my ouor, no. SignoraRat^ 
tana expect me to make von ^X her liiel 
circle dis evening; and if I drink more of 
your vine, I am sure I shall not be able to 
perform. 

Bow-wow. But, zounds, man, le-e-et me 
Irght you out* I want to sta?<^g-a-a-aze a 
Ettle. [Hiccups. ] 

Resin walks off; 

'^ Whilst Bow-wow, fall'ii beside his neighbour's sink, 
Seems to mere mortals but a priest in drink.** 
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DIALOGUE THE FIFTR 



SCENE. 



THE PUMP-ROOM. 



Enter Mr. Drawcanrirf <md Doctor Skipper. 

t 

Drawcansir. ** Hast thou found me, oh, 
my enemy?'* 

Skipper. *' Yes ; I have foutd thee ;** 
and don't mean to part with you till I've 
made you acquainted with a little of my 
mind. Nay, don't look big, Mr, Pompous; 
a frog is not a whit the more formidable 
because he's sweikd. 

. Draw. Sir, yduVe beneath my notice. 

. Skip. Why, truly, Mr. Swaggerer, I am 
not 90 high by six inches as your reverieuce; 
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not do I carry my head as if I intended to 
brush away the stars with it. But the old 
proverb says, •* a cat may look at a king;" 
and, if so, I don't see any great harm in an 
honest ma?i holding a little confab with a 
priest. — So, yoa've been at us again, 1 see. 
Charge after charge ; shot upon shot ; can't 
let the blue aproned men alone, it seems. 
But, habent sua Jata libelli; your labours 
will find in due time their proper M££D 
(nay, don't start at the word. Sir !) ; be 
condemned to cover the bottoms of patty- 
pans ; or reserved for more necensaiif pur- . 
poses and posterior honors. 

Draw. Sir, you're cracked^ and not qua- 
lified for rational converse. 

Skip. So much the better, Mr. Puff; 
for ** cracks let in lights you knaw;^' a light 
that has enabled me to detect the/alse di- 
rictions of your ^^ Guide ;^' the perverted 
evidence of your trial ; and the appro- 
priate odium theohgicum that seasons your 
vin/iicias. — A light, by which I have dis- 
Qovered errors, mistakes, and misrepre- 
sentations in your works, as thick as mite& 
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in a rott^ cheese .-.wherein. Bishop Cleaver 
is represented as maintaining the non^^^U 
vinism of Nowell's catechisra, although 
that prelate has distinctly admitted it to 
be CalvinisHc; >vherein, by the reiterated 
omission of an emphatic nqt, in an. ex- 
tract from the Homilies, you attribute to 
pur reformers sentiments directly the reverse 
of what they entertained ; wherein you 
refer to Sirype as your authority for assert-- 
ing that jBra^orrf'^ treatise on e/ec/i(?« did 
rwt obtain the sanction of Cranmcr^ Ridley^ 
and Latimer J although Strype affirms that 
it did obtain iheir approbation; wherein 
you quote the same author, to prove that 
our reformers did wo^ employ Calvin as 
their counsel, although that annalist dis- 
tinctly states that Cranmer did apply to 
Calvin for counsel; wherein you addiica 
the preface to Archbishop Parker's Bible, 
^s furnishing decisive evidence of the de-- 
signed exclusion of Calvin from the chuTch, 
although thi^ notes to that Bible, aa w^ll as 
the catephism inserted in it, are in the 
highest degree CahinisUc^ and wherein, in 
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opposition to existing testimof^ J yoixcbh^ 
tend that King James, and the English 
delegates to the Synod of Dort, preferred 
the sentiments of Arminius to those of 
Cahnn. What can you say to these misre- 
presentations, Mrr Pompous ? or how can 
you defend your popish principle of exclu'- 
noe sahdtitm ? A pretty joke, indeed ! to 
confine the character of tlie only sound 
dburch, to the worm-eaten fabric of the 
establishment ; and shut the doors of Hea- 
ven against all those who have not a bishop, 
as master of the ceremonies to introduce 
them there. 

Drmv. It is not worth my while to an-» 
rerer you, sir ; you are no theologian. 

Skip. What r have I lived to this age 
to be told that I am no theologian? By 
erne, too, who has ** scarcely saluted the 
thresh-hold of divinity ?" Surely, after such 
a daring assertion, I may say of thee with 
the prophet, that ** thy neck is iron^ and 
thy brow IS brass.*^ — Why, man, I was cir- 
cumnavigating the stormy ocean of pole- 
mical divinity long before your ** mother's 
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milk was moist upon your lip." — For moitc 
than half a century^ have almost all ray 
waking hours been devoted to contrxwersiai 
theology. Many a time, and oft^ have ^^ I 
out watched the Bear/' in untwisting n 
knQtty point of Biblical disputation; or 
€onqiierin.g the intricacies of a scholastic 
divine ; and, 'Vere the lark had tuned hea^ 
matin song," might I, for months together^ 
have been seen, half-burjed amongst the 
moth-eaten records of ecclesiastical history- 
The elaborate works of the christian fa* 
thers, from tlie epistles of Barnabas^ to the 
five ponderous tomes of John de Lyra^ are 
as familiar to me as my horn- book. The 
constitutions of the eastern and western 
churches are at my finger's ends. I hav« 
by heart the acts of every oecumenicai 
council; the decrees of every provincial 
synod ; and the resolutions of every gene- 
ral assembly, from the orthodox council 
of Nzce in the time of Comtantine^ to the 
heteredox assembly of divines in the reign 
ot Charles the first. 

Draw. Well, sir, and, after all, what 



has this to do with the quinqtmrticulat^ 
controversy^ the grand pillar of my repu- 
tation ? 

Skip. The jjuinqtiarticular contraoersy! 
why, man, this is my strongest poinU Here, 
I believe, I may challenge any man into 
the field of battle. Sir times have I read 
over the whole history of the reformation ; 
its beginnings, its progress, and its conse- 
quences; nicely •analy2ted the differences 
of opinion amongst the different denomi- 
nations of the reformed ; the differences 
of the Lutherans and the Calvinists from 
one another ; and the differences of the va- 
rious subdivisions of the Lutherans, and 
the various subdivisions of the Calvinists 
amongst themselves. For four long years 
did I study the controversial writings of 
Luthery on the one side, and Erasmus^ on 
the other, on the subjects of original sin, 
free will, and sovereign grace. Twice 
have I transcribed the confessions of faith 
of the different reformed churches ; and 
made quires of extracts from the excellent . 
discussions of the learned and enlightened 
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MeUnctkon. Not a page of the two groat 
ineU{)hy8iaiI fathersi JS^t. Austin of the Ia^ 
tin, and Juhn Ikm^wenus of the Greeks 
churchy has escaped my diligent investiga- 
tion ; and that I might make myself corner 
plete master of the quesftion/ and thorough^ 
ly understand the subject, I have read 
over and over again whatever the sages 
of the Academy, and the Porch, have writ'^ 
ten on the order of the divine decrees, and 
of the T« ir^#ir and the t^m^^^tov the first,^ 
and the last> in the energies of the divine 
mind. To these exmj^laria Graca did I 
dedicate, for six successive ytets, the 
light of the day, and the silence of the 
night, in ex^ct obedience to the rule pre« 
scribed by one of the^rst masters of study 
that ever existed ; noctumd versare manu, 
versarediurnk. 

Drew. All this may be true, sir^ but 
still it is b^low my dignity to hold convert 
sation with you, for you cannot deny that 
you are an heretic and an apostate. 

Skip^ An heretic, quotha t That is dfl 
tauob as to aay, because JjL jdon't took 



ikfonghi/duff 3peceacleiy I caa't see at n7L 
You have not lived to these years, I sup-< 
pb9e, M^ithout knowing*what the* diiFerence 
is' between orthodoxy smd heterodoxy ; that 
the one h my own doa% and the latter, 
another man's dosy^. So much for heresy : 
and, i^ith riespeet to apostacy, was^ I to 
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;f , A laag|abIie^^iiti|iais€MiCe occurred. tvK> or tbrre 
yean ago^ aaioqgst the orthodox divines at Bath, which 
puts tBeir claim to infallibility upon nearly as respeclablt 
a fotindation its that oif Lord Peter himself. An honest 
turate^ -nlbra oonsCientiona tbad politic, had givea.no 
Ifttlfi 'disgust to_ his rector, and his rigki^himd man, 
PnuBvcansir, ^y ^ Myle of preadiing, which, from its 
earnestn€ss\ they chose to. call metiipdistical. Like the 
high-priests and scribed of old, they had tkken the pre- 
caufK)n of employing hearers who htight entrap^-himln 
hii, v^rdi. A* scripflii, at Jengtlj;: was reported] to Jhein 
. of a most jq^lpable nature, and full ot methodistical 
abomination. At the instigation of Drawcan^hr, ths 
unfortunate discourse was demanded' by the rectoi^V 
fdgi life Curate, sul/mtted» to the ^uisttion. • A synod 
«»rlield juptm itSv spirit aiiifl tendency. Jiidgmetit. waa 
froftpufiped upon it, aad the qurate, informed* thatifr 
should 6e immediately transmitted tp the diocesan. He 
made no objection to the' appeal,' t)ut requested that 2 
strip of' pdper^ might be^sent to hi^ 'Lordship at the ssttnm 
fkdt, ^icb iJcoittaitKil .Ik tefer^cr ti^ ;tb«;w«Aa ofr 
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Iblame, think you^ for quitting a company 
of which I had been long ashamed* f--^ 
Could I have remained in such society with 
a quiet conscience, depend tipon it I should 
have known my own interest better than 
to hav^ left it. But I was too honest to 
be paidiov tlie perfomlance of duties which 
I hired another person to fulfil ; and to 
preach doctrines which were contrary to 
the afticles of the (ihurch'\. No, no, I'm 

JBishop Hopicins, where miglit be foun(]l^ verbatim et li" 
teratim, the whole of the anathematized sermon ! So 
inach for orthodoxy ! 

* There are those who rll-naturedly insinuate that 
this, was not a disinterested resignation. They tell us, 
that the doctor had incurred no less than eleven penalties 
on the qui tarn act, for non^ residence ; and as the pa- 
nshioners threatened to sue for them if he did not resign, 
^ chose the lesser evil of the two, and gave up a living 
thiit was hardly worth holding, rather than incur the 
heavy mulct of the statute* . £ditor. 

f One very ^vorite topic of declamation with this 
petulant litde divine is, as. I am informed^ the faults 
and errors of the clergy of the establishment, and the 
defects of the system itself. Being permitted* a few 
months ago, to ascend the pulpit of Lady Huntingdon's 
•hjpel, (th* wretched ranters of which generally keep 
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not like one of your otm fraternityt w^ 
is well known to entertain the same senti- 

iip the Mttiie l enielen crj^) be dned to 6^Mrl tfae cloth 
with the most irapertioent ceosures, to cakimaiate tiii 
estaUishinent, and speak evil of its dignities. Now, 
though I am far from being the champiottof the church- 
snitiislfy io ereij respect^ though I cannot attempt to 
eiKOse the rafadty of sptne, in the matter of tytku; 
the wmi ef^mdenee oi others, in abieniiMg themai^pef 
ftom their Iromgi; the priestly pride, pom^, aiMHon, 
and nUoiermict of a third set*; thou^ I do not say a 
word in faTOor of clerical proprieion oi foikumabk 
ehapdi} fot-kmUmg panons; card^playing doctors 5 or 
drunken curates; yet this I wiH be hold to assert, that, 
take the English dergy um an aggregate, no other pr6» 
fosion, or body of men, will 'be able to produce so 
many examples, as they can produce, of piety of life, 
pureness of mannert, extent, variety, and depth of 
learnings soundness of philosophy } and what crowns 
^ whole, UberaUt^ of icntiment. It seems, also, .that 
the doctrines of the established ' ministry, as they afe 
generally delivered from our pulpits, are the frequent 
subjects pf this pert doctor*s ridicule and reprehension.; 
-If, indeed, rationality and sim|>lici(y; mildness and 
tempenacei freedom from the inifnety of Calvinism | 
the wSKiness of enthuiiasm } and the dismal darkness of 
fenaticism, characterize anticbristian -dfictrines, J am 
willing to concede that the great hody of English Ar^ 
mmtm diytnei are the most heterodox i6ti of men in the 
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"menis \rith myself, aud yet continuas to 
make one of the herd which he continually 

Aroridi bntif, ontlieotlierIiaiid;ikbetbedttly^ Ite 
miaitten of relig^^ to unfold to tbeir hearen the pitfe, 
8iiiiple» and rational trntiit of the goipeli to irradiate 
their minds with the cheering, oatikfcttMe, and ie- 

.freshing beams of its heavenly light $ to preia upoa 
their consciences the obligation of foifilling its beaotifnl 
pf«oe|)tS| to kindle tiieir love by lepresentationB of the 

^vine goodness ; to awaken their gratitude by views of 

'God*s compasnon; to inflame dieir piety, andconton 
their virtue by plain and forciUe ledtals of the terms of 
salvation | then I think I may feirly assome, that no 
body of spiritual teachers under Heav«i can boast Jo 
conscientious a iulfilmmt of their pastoral duties as the 
established cfergy of this land. The doctor in question, 

J understand, professes an intimate aoqualntaace uHlh 
the fathers rf the church. I, also, in my time, have 
dMkd a Utile with this venerable fralermty i end many 
passages from their writings remain on my lecoOectioD 
wbidi were imprinted there, by the good sense and 
liberal spirit by which, when I read them# they i^ 
pearedtome to have been dictated.' t submit them to 

; his attention, that, haply, be may lower the tone of 

/his high doctrines, and lessen that conceit in the irfattM^ 
^ of his awn notions, which, I am well infidrmed, he 
entertains* St Jerome. Sola scrtftmmanm ars est ptam 

iSibi oomes passim vendkant ; honce gamda omis^ hmc 
MLimva 8XMIX# ianc sepkisto verigsm, Aoac univer<si 



abuses. However, nothing better couM 
be expected from the tender conscience of 

pmntmaht, Uicerant,doeent attiequam discunt. To teach 

religion seems to be the only art whicli does not require 

common seme in the exercise of it ; hence it hap^os 

that every old woman^ aged dotard^ and noisy dedaimer^ 

take upon them to instruct others in what they do not 

themselves understand $ and the consequence of it is/ as 

he observes in another place^ Quicquid dixerint hoc hgem 

VeiputofU; ih&t, whatsoever they assert, they think (or 

pretend) has been dictated by the spirit of God. Such 

inen as these (according to St. Basil), bv vpotnronijo'eu 

s^riyrjo-ews fa savTH fjfapBv^ayao'iy j *' pretending to ia- 

teipret, only palm upon us their own conceits.'' *^ There 

are persons^' - 8a3rs Jsiflorus Pelusiota, ra ycLp \f,y^ Witfiv 

MipffiiMva sKfitaliOfji^voi, xou ^a aJSioartws eifiJi^svoLvitOTflsV'' 

-tt^at nfot^cMnunatficriv I " ^ho, forcing the scriptures 

' to talk nonsense on some points, render them suspected 

in all ;*' and who thus put a means of injuring Ireligion 

.into the hands of its enemies/ which they would not 

possess^ if these unwise believers did not themselves 

* supply them j «x s9 roig'savtiuv ^vyi/Mtrk •njv ic^vv «%ok- 

' rsg, aW* ev rois yjiJi^spofv ffaipoigfocvrrjv dT/jpevovvfes j as 

^Nazienzefi remarks. And to close the whde, let me 

- recommend the following passage of St. Austin } and as 

-6ne part of it applies to his air-haUoon doctrines, so I 

trust he will learn froxxi the other, the praise- worthy 

diffidence smd modesty of thei venerable father. — ^Mallem 

quldem eorum quae a me qusosivisti habere scientiaoi 
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Doctor Kn^rd$, vf^iOf entnitted to hold 
the lining of his friend (and that, too, his 
only property) for the use of his son^ wheii 
the yoiith came of age to receive it, was 
suddenly seized with such qualms against 
the commission of a simoniacal act, a$ 
compelled him, 'unwillingly, to keep the 
preferment for himself. The world, in- 
deed, which did not sympathize with the 
idelicate feelingSy nor understand the nice 
scruples of the holy Doctor, would proba- 
bly have sent him to Coventry for this sa- 
crifice to his conscience J had not his pa-: 
troness given jflOOO, hush-money^ to the 
disappointed party ; for the doctor was too 
valuable a preacher to be silenced ; ^ great 
theologian like some other people; with 
lungs as tough and durable as your owns 

quam Ignorantiam \ sed quia id non potui^ magis ^igo 
caUtam ignorantiam confiterij quam falsam scientiam 
profiteri. f' I should l^ glad to answer the abstnise 
points^you submit to me, if 1 were able ; bpt as I can* 
|QOt do it, I had rather acknpwledge an excusable igno« 
r^xiice, than afiect a knowledge I did not possess/' Apd 
so muQh for Dr. Skipper ! 
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Jpastate, indeed ! and pray, sir, might not 
Jp with equal justice, call another person a 
rebel to his old mother the cphurch, and a 
traitor to her protectress the government, 
for endeavouring in his publications to 
defraud the one of some of her most essen* 
tial doctrines, and for flying in the face of 
the other, by refusing to read on hfost day 
a part of the service appointed by the law 
of the land to be read^ because it breathed 
the spirit of Christian charity towards bis 
dissenting brethren* ? 

Tantum Religio potnit sutcter^ nudoram ? 

Is this the ortkodM mode of manifesting 
religion and loyalty ? 

• ^^ Give us grace to pat twajr fiom us all rmfctmr ef 
f^fguiui ditiemoii ; that we, who agtee in die essmtials 
ef ocur most holy truth, and look for pardon tbrooi^ tfa0 
merits and intercessions of a Sariour, may, notwith* 
standing our difierences upon pmnts of doubtful opinion, 
•till be united in the bonds of Christian charity, and fulfil 
fliy blessed 8on*s commandment of loving one another 
as he hath loved us.** 
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Drmc. Sir, I insist upon it ffcat you 
treat with more respect a church*drgnitary, 
a man of tried zeal in th^ cause of the 
Jbith. 

Skip. Zeal^ forsooth ! Ha» ha, ha ! a 
pretty abuse of words, indeed.— -Is it zeai 
that teaches a dignitary to neglect thp 
Katies of his oflice, and a pastor the in* 
terest o£ his Jhck, by residing oi// of the 
diocese, which confers upon him his honors^ 
and furnishes him with his tytkesf Is it 
zenl which impels him to leave his sheep to 
hirelings and wolves, whilst he's waging pL 
distant war, and pouring out abuse against 
the poor dissenter^ calling one blockhead, 
and another rogue, as spleen m^y suggest : 

tlvaac Foriam, hune aliud, jussit ^uod splendida bilts ? 

• 

What is such zeal as thiSf when compared 
witii mine? I, who have for twenty years 
together preached three sermons, on three 
days of every week, at places 20 miles 
distant /rom each other? I, who have Jield 
forth for two hours upon a stretchy frotQ 
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^ top of an empty hogshead, to crowded 
markets, in half tbe^ towns of Somerset ^ncl 
Wilts ? I, who hi^ve 50 times planted my-* 
self at the doors of those deoiCs drawing 
ifoam^t the play-houses, card^houses, and 
9iusic-houses here in B^th, and ^^hortod 
them who were entering therein to tun^ 
their backs upoa these pits of destructipn I 
I, • who have as often triumphed pver the 
attack of dead cats, rotten eggSj and every 
Qther unseemly shot, discharged at my 
head whilst I was haranguing the mob, and 
9t length silenced the noise, of the unruly 
IDultitude by the persevering strength of 
iny unconquerable lungs ? 

J)raw, But, have J not built ^, chiirchf. 
Have I not-— 

$Up. Fair and softly, your reverence^ 
He *^ who builds a church to God, and 
tiOt to fame," has a just claim to the praise 
of zeal; but where the prijicyjle has been 
xeversed, the pretension cannot be admit-^ 
ted. If the builder have raised the fabrick 
mferely as a stage, for his awn acting; as a 
plaything tp sQothe his prMc and gratify. 
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his vanity; that he may sit on <^6 of its 
gilded thrones, squat like the Teeshw Lama. 
in his pagoda; or, like his own proper pro*^ 
totype the pope, cajoling the people from- 
the chair of St. Peter; wr« ctvriv uf row poi99' 
9<fc: if contributions to hospitals, dispen-> 
saries, and charity-schools, be taxed for 
the purchase of all this finery; we may 
depend upon it, that the honest public will 
attribute the erection of the fabrick to any 
thing but the zeal of the architect. 

Draw. Tis false, thou base detractor j, 
the suffrage of the world is in my favor. A 
large party — - ' • 

Skip. Aye, aye, so you say; but that 
does not make it a whit the, more true. I 
don't doubt, indeed, there are some who 
toss up their hats, and shout '^ Drawcansir, 
the zealous theologian, forever!" but, de^ 
pend upon it, man, this is not the cry of 
the general voice. — ^You will have your 
deserts from your contemporaries, ^lxxA pos^ 
ierity will not be unjust to your real merits j 

^' Suiim quique decus rependit posteritas.*' 
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It little matters what soch men as tiie cU 
divant illuminati brothers, and your friend 
and admirer, Ga^rSmut (who follow you, 
as Aristotle tells us the tiger does the 
rhinoceros, to eat up what drops from his 
tcil), shall say in your behalf, because the 
world, I believe, does not rate them beyond 
their value, and, consequently, their good 
word will not pass for much- Indeed, I 
often feel surprised that a man of your 
shrewdness should encourage such adhe- 
rents* Don't you see, that the little gemini 
are merely endeavouring to escape from 
their natm inngnificancc^ and raise them* 
selves into temporary notice, by uniting 
tiiieir name witli that of a man who make$ 
iome noise in the world? and cannot you 
discover, that your reverend parttzan clings 
to yoji at present, only that he may have 
an excuse for catching at your mantk, when 
you are translated (not to heaven, like 
Elijah,) but to the dignities and profits of 
a comfortable seef You know, I suppose, 
that it would not be the first time of his 
feeding off the crumbs that fell from an 



tpkeopal table; ot of his bavtii^ maile a 
meal on the kacings of a bish^ / 

Draw. Read the AntUjacobtn Review/ 
thou reviler of dignities, and blush (if thou 
hast grace enough in thee to be ashamed 
of any thing) at thy slander of a man, 
wh6m these unquestioned judges of merit, 
have clothed with eVery excellencet and 
pronounced to be most eror/% of a mi/re. 

Skip. Do pardon me, great sir, if I prefer 
the authority of sober reason, commons 
sense, and vulgar fame, before that even of 
these infallible critics. I am of Horace's* 
kidne}', and have an awkward way of judg-^ 
ing for myself: 

SvUivs addictusjurare in virba magisirL 

You will, I dare say, excuse the garrulity 
of age if I tell you a story. Some years 
ago, a man was brought to Tyburn for a 
sacrilege which he had committed. He 
was now under the gallows; the rope was 
round his neck, and the cap drawn over his* 
eyes: the love of fame, however, **that 
last infirmity of noble minds;" in other 
words, the natural wish that posterity 
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might consider bim as 4ess a rogoe thari 
he really was, induced him to make oue 
effort to impress the spectators with an idea 
that he was hanged unjustly. He accord-* 
ingly requested to Speak to the multitude^ 
and^hus addressed them.---" My friends, I 
die innocent of the crime laid to my charge.** 
Here murmurs of the injustice of the law 
ran through the crowd — ** I have always 
lived a sober, regular^ and honest life ; and 
dope my duty in the state wherein I wa5^ 
placed" — ^siglis were heard from all quartersy 
and tears began to fall from many eyes-— 
** I could name hundreds who would »peak 
to my innocence and uprightness ; and this 
man (pointing to the executioner) who has 
known me from my youth, will testify that 
Pat Flannigan never did any thing that wa9 
contrary to law, at all at all." This un- 
fortunate appeal dissipated the tears and 
sighs of the hiultitude in a moment; and 
nothing was heard but— *' Off with the 
Tascal! off with the rascal!— we want no 
further proof of his guilt, than his callings 
Jaak Ketch to his character r Ha! ha! ha! 
Draw. Intolerable insolence! But cao- 



*•*> 



y6u dehy, Mr, Jackanapes, that I manifest 
zeal by my preaching and works? Don't 
1 denounce curses against worldly ami^e- 
itients, and fashionable follies*? Don't 1 

* Drawcansir^ it se&m%, l^as exercised his eloquence, 
both from the pulpit and the press, against places of 
public atnusements, particularly the theatre ^ which hd 
considers (as barber Strap did the metropolis) **'tho 
devirs drawingrroom ;'* the great hot-bed of all abomi- 
nation. But, nemo omnibus horis sapit ; the msest men 
are sonietimes inconsistent ; and so it happened with this 
eHier Cato of modern times. Being in London a few 
ieasohs ago, and desirous to indulge a curiosity which he 
could not decently gratify at Bath, the scene of his de- 
nunciatiops of high^-life gaieties, he stole one night to 
Drury-lane, flattering himself he should remain unob- 
served^ amongst the large and indiscriminate multitude 
which dock to these places of public relaxation. But 
the great are always in danger. He descended into a 
box, and seeing a seat before him which had no occu- 
patlt but a hat^ he removed this unresisting proprietor 
from its place, and quietly settled himself there in its 
stead. Before a minute had elapsed, the head which 
belonged to the hat, popped into the box; and in a 
jtentorian voice, demanded Drawcansir^s abdication of the 
seat. The sturdy hew of the rights of the church, how« 
ever, contended that nobody had asserted any claim upon 
the place when betook possession of it, and, consequently, 
that he bekl it by a legal title. ^'True/* replied' iu« 
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keep a poar-b^ over my chimney-piiece^ 



Skip. '^Tax other^s pockets instead o^ 
his own,*' as the old song says. — Why 
I suppose you could point out a rector, 
only a few miles from hence, who thus 

ant^onisl^ '' bat lboag|i my hat could nolttpedk, it ikti» 
mated that the seat belonged to another.** The distinc- 
tion not satisfying opr scholastic divine^ he demurred to 
the argoraent, and protested his determination to main- 
tain his situation. The indignant claimant immedfately 
rushed forward to eject the intruder, vi ei arndt. On 
the other liand^ Drawcansir, like Satan, 

" Collecting all his might Alated 8tood> 
Like Teneriff or Atlas unremov'd; 
His stature reach*d the sky, and on his crest 
Sat Horror plumM :— now dreadfiil deeds 
Might have ensued—** 

If the screams of the ladies, and the shouts of the upper 
gallery, had not called the constables to their doty> who 
quickly settled the dispute, by obliging both gentlemen 
to quit the box. The adventuic !)(rottld have been merged 
In that multitude of similar events which are perpetually 
occurring at a London theatre, had not an occasional 
hearer of DrauTansir*^ been unfortunately privy to the 
scene, who conununicatf d the partkrulars of it to my 
UAcre.— EpiTOit. 
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tuilds tip tt character for dsirity &fc ihi 
expence af his friends. IHI tell yoii an 
anecdote of him. In the times of scarcity, 
^ few years back, the church-wardens of 
his parish determined on throwing a larg^ 
piece of xvaste ground into potafvesj aiui 
setting apart its prpduce for the necessitouft 
families in the neighbourhood. When the 
crop wis nearly ripe, they waited upo^ 
their pastor, and explaining their intention 
to him, requesteci he would wave his clain^ 
to the tjfthe of the produce. ^' No," said 
he, ^' gentlemen, I camnotjt sacrtfite the 
rights of theckurch^ nor^ in Jmtke to my 
successor, give up my legal pretensions. J 
BbaU therefbrt tak« txiy tif the of \^^ pota- 
toes, but you may depend iipon it, I wift 
make a liberal distrtbutidn of Arfaat I leceiv^^ 
The potatoes ^ere attbfdfihgly dtig iip\ 
the fjr^A^Of thfem tatrifed htime, and shortly 
^fter given dtmjf ^t tiiirkei, by the generoU^ 
rector^ at the rate dfo^E guinea 
sack. Ha! ha! ha! 

■•-...»'-• ■ - ■ • '■ 

. . .*'•.■• 

I^ertiaps 3rou thiilk the poor might have ^heir part t 
:^d damiU tfa» pooo ahd Wes them irom idn heart.- 
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1* Hoi cannot k>?e^** says he« with tearlets eyas, 
f ' The wretch he stiurres**— and piously denies. 

Hfcao. Contein{>tible reptile ! Bijit 111 not 
demean myself by being in a pissiptt with 
you.— You shall hear fVom me, sir, through 
the channel of the C^urt of King*$ Bench- 
1— Yes, sir, 1*11 bring an action of defamation 
against you.-f^ 

JSIkip* I'ln not fifVaid of you, Mr. Blus- 
terer. 

t "With £ice canine, but deer^like heart. 

My motto, upon all occasions, is the saying 
of your friend St Jerome. MQri possum, 
tac^enanpos^m; I'm determined to speak 
out, let the consequence be what it may. 
But I believe you'll not thrust yourself un- 
xiecessarily into that court. You'll remem^ 
her what has be^n the heed of certain 
persons in similar cases. Depend upon it, 
the plan of secretly circulating abuse^ wiU 
he much more safe for ^ou thdu th^ verdiqt 
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^ t, special jufy.^-^JiesideSj hklardship of 
the Fern m\l here lend you his^s^stance; 
aod so far befriend you, that if he cannot 
prove your case, he'll at least take half the 
odium of defeat froni your shoulders. Let 
me advise you, therefore, to ask aid of the 
bishop instead of th^ chufjustke; and as 
you are a great admirer of the Fathers^ to 
adopt on all occasions the sage bint of 
Ignatius: 

to do nothing without the cooperation of 
his iudship.-^ 
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APPENDIX. 



Awahe that it is far beneath the dignity 
t)f an author (and such the publication of a 
Book permits me, I trow^ to denominate my* 
self) to notice animadversions upon his 
productions^, circulated through the xrhan- 
nel of an obscure and contemptible pro^ 
vincial paper, I deem it necessary, before I 
thus degrade the prtfession^ to dejlrecate 
the vrath of my brethrtn^ ^ the pM^ h^ 
humbly craving their pardon upon^niy o^ 
fence, and binding iny$elf by the tkMt 
solemn promise^ that^ after thi^one devi»^ 
tion from the regulations .of the Jf^rr^ir^ 
CQPps^ I will^ in no wis^e, ^id upon no oc» 
casion, descend for one moment, in Mrord €M^ 
cleed, from the lofty self-in^ortance of our 
venerable c^ling. They will$ I flatti^ mjr^ 
self, consider the act (what it really is) as ^ 
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Micrifice of dignity to justice; and therefoHf 
pardon the sin, though they cannot sympa-^ 
thize with ^he feeling that occasioned it. 
In the Bath Heralds of Nov. 27th, Dec. 4th 
and ISth, appeared the following letters 
aad notea^ 



;tO tHE PRINTER OF THE BATH H£RAtD. 

No. I. 

SIR, ^ Ncwr.^,180r. ^ 

As no ma^n ean approve his beibg exhf- 
bited' to ^is fello^^-citizens as an object of 
animadversion or derision, it is natural for 
an individual, on whose character an attack 
of this kind is made, to endeavour to find 
out his aggressor. Indeed the pufblic at 
large is in some degree - fnterested in such % 
discovery; since what is ode man's fate to^ 
day, may be another^s to-morrow. Not, ta 
speak of directly scandafous misrepresentar 
tions, where are the' persons so exempt, 
ftom fdlings^ tkat may not be either exagw 
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^hited by the tongue of ienvy and slandei^i 
or distorted through the medium of ridicule 
and^satire, so as to gratify the too general 
malignity of the human heart? For this 
l^ason> it is laudable to acquire, by proper, 
means^ an information which may be bene^ 
ficial to our neighbours in general; and 
who would nol; wish to be able to say of 
the author of a late mischievous publica^ 
tiouj which may have disturibed private 
peace^ and ha^ undoubtedly excited much 
public curiosity— * 

JBkenam habet in b6mn Icmge fuge ? 

Hie great misfortune is^ that in the avidity 
of such an inquiry, the innocent too often 
suffers for the guilty) and I yesterday mU 
nessed an abuse of this kind (originating 
tto doubt with one of the lowest of the 
multitude) which ought not to pass un- 
noticed — the name of a most respectable 
j^ntleman^ together with his place of xe* 
sidence, was inscribed on the walls of some 
•f thje most frequented parts of this towo^ 
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Pttw Paul PdUety Sp, Circus. Now att 
wha have the pleasure 6f knowing ^thc 
gentleman alluded to^ are conrinced that 
he- possesses toamifch dignity of mind to 
et^fHo^ his eminent talents in so servile and 
jttlberal a work ; but they know also, that a 
odttsciousaess^ of his- iMe^ity will^ lead him 
to d/tspm m silenee, rather than conde- 
so^end pqrsonaHy to remove, any suspicions 
0PAe nature above meirtioiied, which stay 
b^ floating in^ the higher circles of society. 
Henjce, M'ith a view to arrive at the know^ 
ledge of the real writer of the Bath Chch 
ractersy t beg leave to suggest, that the 
intimate friends of this gentleman would do 
w^if, on his authority^ to contradict, in the 
most express manner, tlie base insinuation 
i?frhith has been circulated with no small 
degree of activity. In consequence of this, 
investigation will be directed with increased 
zeal into othisr channels, success may attend 
its efforts^ and a proper odium light on the^ 
head of the person who justly merits it— t 
am, sir, yours, kc. 

• »It?AIOPmtOS; 
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No. II. 

itK. PRINTER] Nor, 30, 1807* 

SiJ^CE writing the letter which you apo- 
logized for omitting liast week, I am happy 
to find that my apprehension of not being 
able to obtain a personal and public con* 
tradiction to the rumour so prevalent is iii 
a great degree removed. . I read with ftiuch 
pleasure in that paper, Mr. Thomas Fal^ 
coner's distinct and positive disavowal pf 
any knowledge of the author of the last 
dialogue in the Bath Characters^ in conse** 
quence of its havjng been ascribed to him. 
Such a conduct is to be commended as 
liberal, and worthy of a respectable mem- 
ber of society. I am only sorry it does not 
extend so far as to spare him all further 
trouble in this disagreeajble business; for 
ft ijs proper he should be informed, that 
from his only declaring the Jifth dialogue 
was not his composition, the other four are 
now ascribed to him, and his father, as a 
joint production. Hence he will no doubt 
have the goodness to satisfy the public, in 
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ih^ same laudable manner, on this allcfg^-" 
tion; as a total silence would lead to tht^ 
inecitabk conclusion, that one or both afe 
concerned in writing the whole or some 
part of the said dialogues. Indeed, that 
same justice to the author, with a propbr 
sense of which Mr. Falconer is so strongly 
impressed as to make the first disavowal, 
will no doubt equally induce him to make 
the second, in every respect as muchi if* 
aot more, necessary. 

ix 



No. III. 

Chatham-pm>, Dec. 10, 180f. 

Dh. Sheppard informs the author of i 
late scurrilous publication,' that he has in** 
serted what is not true of two other cha- 
racters; Dr. S. was in London at the tiniie^ 
when Dr. Haweis (whom it is presumed he 
calU Dr. Vineyards) took the living of 
Aldwinkle. He heard the story from the 
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fnouths of Dr« Madan and Mr. Ktmpton* 
IC^impton was a dissenter; he had Aldwinkle 
to dispose of^ the rector being dead. The 
t)enefice was valued at X^' 000. Kimptoa 
had two-thirds of the said living, and he 
borrowed j^SOO of Mr. Savage, of Spital* 
fields, to purchase the other share. Mr, 
Savage told Dr. S. this himself. He could 
liot sell it till withih a weak of its lapse to 
the bishop. If a patron does not present 
within six months to a living, the bishop 
of the diocese has a right to present. 
Kimpton applied to Dr. Madan, late of the 
Lock chapel, London, for advice; he never 
told Dr. Madan or Dr. Haweis his circum- 
stances, that he was a poor man, and could 
not afford to give the living away. Mr. 
Madan recommended to him his curate. 
Dr. Haweis. Kimpton said he would pre- 
8€$nt Dr. Haweis, if he would resign the. 
living as soon as he could sell it. Dr. 
Haweis was asked if he would take it on 
these terms. He Answered^ if he would 
give it to him out and out he would take it» 
not otherwise. Kimpton took a day or 




two to consider of it, ancl then caifie ati^ 
presented it. Six months afterwards he 
blished a pamphlet, implying that he 
was ^n injured man, and robbed of his 
living. Mr. Madan answered; let it be 
known that it is simony by our ecclesiastic 
laws to buy a living, the incumbent being 
dead : it is also simony to take a living 
with a promise of resignation, in order that 
the same may be sold. A clamour in^- 
stantly arose in the religious world against 
Mr. Madan, as the adviser of Kimpton; 
and Dr. Haweis, for taking the said living. 
It was brought upon the stage in a play 
called the Hypocrite. Lady Huntingdon 
hearing of the circumstances of Kimpton, 
gave him a thousand pounds for the said 
living. This is the truth. Some eon* 
demned, others approved, of the conduct 
of Dr, Haweis. 



SfipBS5i^9 



No. IV. 

Another untruth is told of Dr. Vege-^ 
table The gentleman supposed to be al* 
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luded to has two curates ; to one he givei 
j^lOO. per ann. that is^ the said curacy is 
made up so much, though the salary is oaly 
^75^ per ann. To the other he gives ^50, 
per ann. for single duty. 



No.V, 

The printer has just received a long 
letter/ with the London post-mark, signed 
Pi P. P. evidently the production of -a 
Vritfenvho has lately acquired considerable 
notoriety in this city: In the hurry at- 
tencfing the day of publicatron, especially 
irhen the arrival of the miil is retarded by 
4 the weather, the authot will bie satisfied 
iritli this remark--^fhat /Aty letter requires 
most triature consideration. To satisfy, how^ 
^ver, the public «i the import of this 
epistle, the printer states that it chiqfly is^* 
lates to what P. P. P. calls the unjustifiable 
means exerted in discovering the author of 
the Bath Characters. '^The secret," he 

«9ysy <<of theauthor, islock^ in his owti 
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breast, and will probably die with him : it 
18 Icnown not even to his publisher; and 
this letter will no more lead you or any 
person to a discovery, than if it dropped 
fmm the moon." Friday mom. 

sBsssmmmmaamBaBBm^ 

Now for our defence and remarks. 

After unequjvocaelly asserting that I am 
not the authQr of the letter alluded to in 
No. 5, nor pcquainted at all with the perr 
son that wrote it, I proceed to an examina;^ 
tion of the other delectable morceaU4P of 
criticism and ^aprehensioq; inverting the 
order in which they stand above^ and 
dragging them to the slaughfer^^house, as thp 
rogue Cacus did th^ ox^n of Hercules, w}(h 
the tail foremost; . 

QsqA in jpdanami tnetos j 

Or, to be more explicit, adopting th{» 
v9'rifowfortf$¥^s, figure of rhetoric, well known 
to the English reader, under the familiar 
phrase of ** putting thf cart before th^ 
borse,** 
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- With respect to No. 4, my remarks shall 
be as brief as its subject M'ili allow them 
to be-— Qwi capit illefaciL If the gentle* 
man to whom the writer of that paragraph 
alludes can say, that his northern curacy 
was at 7?o time during his incumbency so 
low as five or six guineas per annum; and 
that it was not raised to its present amount 
in consequence of the act of parliament for 
increasing the wages of journeymen parsons 
) — THAT he did not swear and engage at hid 
ordination, and institution to his livings, 
to ** feed and tend the flock committed to 
his care," and ** minister the discipline of 
Christ as the Lord has commanded"— that 
he conscientiouly believes he is ^,% bene^ 
fidally employed (I do not me'an to himself^ 
J>ut to the conimunity) in dealing out tropct 
iand figures from the richlyt-embroidered 
and velvet-coated pulpit of his grand chapel 
at Bath, to the Dutekess of this ; the La^ 
that; and the Lord knaws-who ; as he woul4 
be in telling a plain tale of christian duty to 
J)is, own proper congregations— that he 
^riously thinks he is serving his heavenly 



master (to whose fServtce he has mDSt?7So* 
lemnly dedicated himself) as faithfully an4 
effectually at the routes and card-^tables at 
Bath, as he would be were he inirfiructing 
the ignorant; comforting the sick; reS^r 
ing the poor; and solacing the afflicted ia 
the parishes from whence he drfpm Ai# 
tythes^ ; I would then allow that he 19 aln 

^ Hie evil tendency (for I say nothing of the want ot 
moral aoA eoMctenfiwu feeling in those who practise it) 6f 
ibis bafedereliction of itheir flocks hy the bettefid^d d^rgjr^ 
most be snfficiently manifest, fco as^y toaa of oamoMm^ xm^ 
derstanding: and we can hardly fdetemune whether it be 
|Dore characterized by dishonesty or mpotic^. But the 
practice is n(yt confined, it seems, to th6 high^^j9ec/ef of 
iodesiastics; it pervades the genks, and pctnsh ekirhr, 
imitat;ing theeiianQple of their ni»itBrs>ttfetiOWiMgnil^ 
ef non-residence, as tlie most careless priests >of t}ie €*ta« 
tfisbnoent. At a vestry held a few weeks ago in a large 
parish in Bath, a complaint having been presented o^ 
the eti6mioas «anii9 exacted lor the fbe^ 6^ tiie' p^rsoti 
|nd bit dl9ri» poor adl-fa leas caUed to an aeenoiit for ftft 
contortion. ^' 1 is noi to blacoe/' said the sagacious si^sKd 
of the churdi, " IVfaister has aal my fees> 1 beant clark^ 
but the ^erk*8 daputy, and who he is, the lord<»iIy^an4 
the parson knows.'* Astonished at this information, tfa^ 
cbairsum of the vestry demanded an etpklnation df th^ 
I^W^* ;. "^^ ^^^ •" retumed fbe ji^cooAeDt^ " Jijr »i 



fhjui-ed mail, and would expunge the Second 
dialogue from the nest edition of the 

characters. 

." Oh! fyfe upon it, fye upon it!'* Ho\^ 
can an incumbent justify to himself ^i/cA a 
Inoae of carrying o?i trade as this? or, hdw 
can a diocesan answer it to his cohscience 
(in defiance of a late act of pariiament, and 
a recent order of the privy-council) to zdink 
at such proceedings?--^ We need look no 
further ifor the increase of sectaries, and thd 
progress of schism j nor longer wonder, 
that eveii the holy zeal of the disinterested 
Drawcansir himself has been unable hither- 
to to lessen the numbers of the one, or 
check the march of the other. 

As to No. 3f I shall not long detain the 

tnesLUS ah ancommoh case, llie derkftliips of such 
parishes as these^ are too valuable things to be given to 
vulgar men. We generally bestow them upon some 
jpoor relations 3 give them as portions to younger sons; 
Or dispose of them for a good roupd sum of ready mohey. 
^he dfice doei not require residence y and thjs gentleman 
iBi^ho hdds the one ip question^ is now living by th^ /ei» 
of that, and the pr^ts of his own profession, in I^mobCs'* 
mn'fields!!r\ 

t 
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reader. From the entire dissimilaritj/ of Dr- 
Sheppard*s friend's case, and tliat of Dr. 
Vineyards^ it is manifest to any one with 
half an eye, that the former could not have 
sat for the portrait j which I hare given 
under the name of the latter. I shall, 
however, venture to say, that Dr. Vine- 
yards is a rigid likeness of his original, if 
any authority may be attributed to the 
generally-received popular axiom, what 

EVERY BODY SAYS MUST BE TRUE. 

With the author of the letter No. 4, I 
should be inclined to express myself in 
very indignant terms, were it not my plan, 
as well as my nature, to laugh rather than 
to scold. I cannot, however, pass it over 
without observing, that the writer of it 
must be considered as having taken a step 
equally insolent and unjustifiable, and the 
publisher of it as deserving the most seridttst 
censure^ in daring to hold out to obnoxious 
notice, and public discussion, two respect- 
able names as the supposed authors of a 
work which, in another letter, he considers 
as deserving general odium. Happily, the 
dignity of character, and solid worth of 
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hbth thfese gentlemerii stand upon too broad 
and subtantial a basis to be shaken by the 
blast bf calumny, or undermined by the 
Secret sap of sly insinuation; for^ if com- 
mon report (my only means of knowledge 
on the subject) have given me true inform- 
ation xespecting them, their high attain- 
ments, and excellent qualities; the virtue^ 
probity, capacity,, and knowledge of the 
father; and the integrity, consistency^ 
hoQor> and talents of the son, must place 
them far abovef the suspicion of any act^ 
which even the most distorted or fastidious 
eye could consider as reprehensible. But 
enough of this. I may say with Junius ; 
// 1 am not conversant in the language of 
panegyric. These praises are extorted 
from me: but they will wear well; for, 
they have been dearly earned."-^ 

I come now to notice the letter No. L— < 
Jts writer it seems is a lover of justice (for 
so his signature imports*); then Jtcstice let 
him hace. . 

Fiat Justitia mat codium. 

». 

.-* Would you J>elfeve, reader, that this disinterested 
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Fully satisfied as I am, that fnoral worth 
mid virtue cannot be rtodered ridiculous 
by all the arts of satire, I confess I do not 
see either the disgrace or impropriety of 
exercising an instrument, whose injurious 
influence will not extend beyond the pre- 
cincts of Folly and Vice, ft was under 
this impression that I took up my pen to 
essay its powers of moral xastigation, and I 
am hardened enough to acknowledge, that 
I feel content with the modem which it has 
carried on its attacks, and with the results 
which these have produced. It has" held 
up none as '* objects of animadversion or 
derision," except such as well deserved 
either the blame or contempt of *' their 
fellow-citizens." It has not dealt in "scan- 
dalous misrepresentations;" nor ** exag- 
gerated failings" beyond their real magni- 
tude, since the general voice has pro- 
nounced that its likenesses are drawn with 
the most striking exactness. It cannot 
have ** disturbed the private peace" of any 

Itycer of justice (as I have within this hour been informed 
by letter) is no other than ib^ trul/ ppoiWlioit Dr. 
Vegetable, hinjself? 
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ftmily, because the objects of' its attacks 
are only those habits of profligacy or folly* 
with the existence of which domestic happi^ 
nes4s is altogether incompatible. 

Had I, indeed, attempted to excite the 
laughs or direct the finger of scorn atw 
honorable principle, modest merit, or ho- 
nest industry; had I v^antonly sported 
with the good man*s feeling, or even the 
virtuous man's "failings :" had I, to '* gra- 
tify the too general malignity of the human 
heart,'' broken in, ruffian-like, upon the 
sacred circle of domestic felicity, ridiculed 
its charities, or endeavoured to blast its 
innocent joys ; Men should I most justly 
have ** merited^' all '' the odium'* that Di- 
.kaiophilos is willing to accumulate upon 
my head, and have felt myself compelled 
to acknowledge, that his classical scrap 
applied to me with the most happy pro* 
priety. But, will the world sallow (and 
to that I make my appeal, in preference to 
i^. writer who is evidently himself one of 
the stricken ** deer"), will the Mvorld allowj, 
J say^ that I deserve odium for an attempt^ 
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however feeble, in times so " big with fate-* 
as the present unparalleled ones, to arrest 
the progress of profligacy and irreligion ; 
to shame the insolence of vanity and folly; 
to abash the lofty spirit of an immoral dis- 
sipation, and an emasculating luxury, which 
insult the wretchedness of the poor, wound 
the feelings of the good, and awaken the 
alarms of every reflecting mind in the 
kingdom ? Will the wise, the judicious, 
and. the honorable, condemn me for tear- 
ing the mask from the face of hypocrisy ; 
' and exposing the pernicious humhugy and 
the vain pretensions of quackery, empiri- 
cism, and charletanerie ?-r-NO i-^Indivi- 
duak who feel the smart of the lash may 
complain of the '* malignity*' of its appli- 
. cation; but the plain honesty and sober 
common sense of the public will pronounce 
-without hesitation, that sixii^t justice guides 
.the hand which wields it. 

In the estimation, however, of the letter- 
writer, it seems that I ought to be de- 
nounced as the enemy of society, at leasts 
f* amongst the higher circles; and 
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" Punued with havock in the tynmnous bunt^" 

till " the increased zeal of investigation" 
after my birth, parentage, and education, 
name, and place of abode, shall have been 
attended with success ; *' and a proper 
odium" be at length imposed " upon the 
head of the person who has so justly me- 
rited it." From the mode which I have 
adopted in publishing my volume, it is far 
from probable that its author should be dis^ 
covered. But, whether or not this shall be 
the case, I would inform this diligent en- 
quirer after the true P. P. Pallet, that I 
am not very careful as to the result of this 
industrious search. As I have never at- 
tached much value to the 

'* Smile of villains, or the praise of fools/' 

so neither* am I solicitous to deprecate 
their odium. But little accustomed to fear 
any thing, save the rebukes of fiiy con- 
science and the displeasure of the goody 
and far from anticipating that these conse- 
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quences would follow the detection of the 
real author of the dialogues ; the indignart 
tion of such characters as the letter-writer, 
would only awaken in my mind the emo« 
Hon o{ contempt, ^l foresee, indeed^ that 
** the higher circles," to which he seems 
to affix peculiar importance, would partake 
in the resentful feelings of Dikaicphilos to-? 
wards the true P. P. Pallet ; but even this 
mighty mitfortune would lie lightly on my 
spirit. Long convinced that to thei^ 

P£G£HJBEAT£ FRINCIPX.ES AND DISSQ* 
LUTE ^MANNERS MAY BE TRACED ALI, 
THE MORAL AND POLITICAL EVILS OF UY 
DEGRADED AND UNHAPPY COUNTRY, \ 

have ceased to regard them with feelings 
qf attachment and respect. Satisfied with 
the valuable familiar intercourse of a few 
kindred spirits, I want neither the friend- 
ship nor esteem of the *^ fond many." — 
The good opinion of the oi ir^MQi, of both 
the Icwer and *^ the higher circles," is not 
an object of ambition with me ; since the 
one 1 sincerely pity, and the other I cor- 
dially despise. 
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One ward more, and dropping ijiy pen,' 
and quitting my character of author, I re-^ 
tire into my own original and peaceful 
obsci^rlty. Amongst other unjustifiable 
methods which have been adopted to vilify 
the author of *' the B^th Characters," and 
to quash the sale of his work, I have the 
best information^ that one is pursued with 
the utmost diligence, and some success; 
that of representing him as an infidel, and 
prophaner of things sacredy whose unhal^ 
lowed hand has rudely uncovered the ark* 
polluted the altar, and reviled its priests* 
in order to degrade the dignity and lessen 
the influence of religion. Against such an 
odious charge as this I have the best con- 
solation in the dictates of my own heart, 
and in the conviction that he, who now 
sees its workings, and watches the motions 
of my pen, knows that it is false. He 
knows, that the simple religion of the 
Gospel is, to me, ** a pearl above price;** 
my bosom's best friend, solace, and sup- 
port ; and that if I be deficient in charityi 
\o any class of my fellow-creq,tures, it is 
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to atheists and infidels, practical and specu- 
lative, who, in the present day^ are so nu- 
merously and actively employed in pulling 
down the only foundation of human hap- 
piness — FAITH IN CHRISTIANITY. He 

knows how poorly I think both of their 
honesty and talents: of their honesty, be- 
cause they condemn without investigation ; 
of their talents, because, when by acci- 
dent they have condescended to reason, 
they have been easily confuted, and inva- 
riably " laughed to scorn*." But declar- 

* £a est aetatis hujus corraptela, at si qu!s praster so- 
litum sapere videri velit^ turn id se adepturum speret^ 
cum vaticiniis prophetarum, et Christ! sanguine ac mi- 
raculis fundatam Religionem^ tot gentium consensu re- 
ceptam> tot virorum doctorum lucubration ibus assertam, 
magna sibi cura a parentibus traditam, nee penitus ta- 
paen sibi perspectam homo in ejus gremio natus et educ- 
tus, mediocris fortasse ingenii, parum doctrina, temeri- 
tate satis instructus pessumdat, et sic tanquam subdolap 
rum hominum figmentum> errorem stolidorum^ soler- 
tiorum ludibrium^ traducit et proculcat. Demonstr^t. 
Evangel. Huetii in Praef. p. 2.-— A work, which I 
earnestly recommend to the careful perusal of 9uch of 
our present race of detply^t kinking, philosophical, anj 
^lightened unbelievers and sceptics^ as have kamiriQ 
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Ing thus much, I must at the same time 
assert, that I regard with a disgust almost 
equal to this feeling of indignation, the 
lamentable corruptions with which enthu- 
siasts, bigots, and knaves, have deformed 
the heavenly simplicity of our faith j 

enough to read it ; moral taste sufficient to relish its^ re* 
suits y and candor ^npugh to acknowledge its irresistible: 
conclusions. Would one not be almost tempted to think, 
that in the above admirable passage, the author looked 
forward, with a propbetic eye, to the character of Mr.' 
Hume, the great apostle of the in£dels, and the mischief 
fhat has been brought upon society by this wretched 
vfLSLti, an4 th^ spawn of his superficial school ? Will i^ 
be deemed illiberal, if I lament that so many of ou^ 
f/oung medical adventurers of the present age should be 
disciples of this base enemy of the religion of bis 
country ? Qx will the^ enlightened g^ntlemea consider 
me as impertinent, if I suggest to them th^t their pre^ 
tensions to sagacity are not increased by their disbelieving 
that, which the wisest of mankind have, for centuries, 
pronounced to be demonstration y nor their claims to our 
confidence strengthened, by their openly vilifying, or 
secretly endeavouring to undermine, the only intelligible 
i«m\^i\QTi of all moral obligation, aiid the only security 
of all conscientious cwiduct— our HOLY RELIGION > 
•—Heavens ! how long will the world be in leadiug- 
strings to fools and knaves ? 
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vhichi perplexing it with intricacies, strip- 
ping it of all rationality, or converting it 
into a scheme of roorldly politics^ have 
thrown so weighty an argument against its 
divinity into the scale of its adversaries, 
as they, with all their malignant industry, 
would have been unable to adduce. I 
must assertf that, in my opinion, all the 
schemes of faith which have been con-^ 
structed by the worldly and political wis- 
dom of the high-priest, the pride of the 
fchismatic, and the acrimony of the secta- 
tist) are as unlike the pure/ intelligible, 
and impartial religion of Christ as hlack 
from white ; 

^' As far remored from God, and light of HeaTeii, 
^* As from the centra thrice to tbi^ utmost pole ;** 

Tfi(fty genuine Christianity is only to be 
found in the New Testament, particularly 
in the writings of the four evangelists : 
that, all human articles and systems have 
obscured its light, marred its beauty, and 
impeded its propagation : that, it consists 
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simply in repentance of past transgression^ 
Jaith in Jesus Christ, as our Messiah, me- 
diator, and lawgiver, and amendment of 
life, manifested in a ^course of obedience 
to the will of the one eternal God, reveal- 
ed by his Son in the ever- blessed Gospel; 
and that, what onr faith and practice should 
be, may be best learned from the words of 
Christ and his apostle— 

** This is life eternal, to know thee, the 
only true Gody and Jesus Christ whom thou 
hast sent.^^ John xvii. 3. 

** The wisdom that is from above, is first 
pure^ then peaceable, gentle^ and easy to be 
intreatedy full of mercy and good fruits j 
without partiality y and without hypocrisy.^* 
James iii. I7. 

KkkMS rig^tpt aXi^Beias Xeyst, yj aXriSeia iavi^v sp^vevti. 
It is one thing to explain TRUTH, and another to let 
TRUTH explain herself. 



POETICAL ADDRESS, (on nxtUER DRESSING) , 

INSCRIBED TO THE EDITORS OF TUfi 

* BRITISH CRITIC. 



Judges supreme of authors and their works ! 

Sitting in state, like persecuting Turks 

0'6r christian dogs, whose venturous feet are found 

Wand*ring the gloomy mosque's thrice-hallow*d ground > 

Or rather, like the fabled Vampire* s brood*. 

Which thrive themselves, by sucking others* blood t 

Ye, who give sentence on each hapless wight. 

That, urg'd by poverty, presumes to write -, 

And, ruthless, earn your own unhallow'd dinners. 

By snatching the scant meal from scribbling sinneris ^ 

• " Vampire's brood.** — In the popular superstition of the 
Irish, the Vampiret are evil beings which haunt " the solace of the 
dead,** and regale on the blood of newly-interred corpses ; 

«« Lur*d by the sceat 
Of church-yards drear, (inhuman to relate) 

■■I ■■ ■ ■ ■ they dig 

The shrouded bodies from the grave ; o'er which X 

Mi^'d with foul shades, and frighted ghosts, they howl,'*\ 
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Setf-consHMed lords of wit and sens^^ 
I4ke Jtidas^ bart' ring honesty for pence ; 
Whdse title-page, jcatr' efox^J', proclaimi 
Your soU dominion over leamuig*s realms ; 
And^ strange to tell^ confines most modestljr 
AU British criticism to your garrets high: 
'Whose eagle-ey'd sagacity perceives 
IVeasons and plots 'mid Pallet's harmless leaves •s 
Here sees the '*' foul fiend*' Jacobin^ and there 
Detects the vile Socinian, bold and bare** , 

^ That distani aget may determine the extent of my micle*s 
obligations to the editors of the British Critic^ (for with Ovid 1 
may say, 

JamfueopUs exegi (Anglice edited J : quod nee Jovis irOf nee ignes^ 
Kec potent ferruntf nee edax tUtolere vetustas,) 

I think it but justice both to his fame and their repuiaHofti to reseu^ 
their remarks from the perishable pamphlet in whic{i they are at 
present contained^ and subjoin them to a work ifrhich must neces« 
sariiy be, alt but immortal. It will probably be considered as tf 
tile offering to the Manes of Iny deceased relative, but 'tis all tha€ 
a poor journeyman-printer has to bestow; 

His saltern accumulem doms, etjimgar IN^Nt 
Munere, 

** That a tract to very contemptible as thid should bate engag^ 
tnuch attention, can only b^ accounted for, from the veiy preva- 
lent taste for defamation. The writer, by some of his opponents,^ 
bad been called ah mfidel ; but this edition contains his confession 
of feith, by which it appears^ that he is a Socimani or Rationalist; 
and like the rest of thM tribe, furiously hostile to the established 
cburcfa, and to all who hold any thing more ^haii the curtailed 
jHtd natilaited faith .of their invention. Wq have very little 
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Oh ! that vAy feeble goose-quill were endued 
With power to pay that debt of gratitude. 
Which criticisni such as yours demands 
(So just, so learned) from an author's hands ! 

When first your observations met my eye, 
(The united work of your fraternity 5) 



doubt in our oWn minds, who the real author is. Nor have Vft 
much mote doubt, that though other characters are iutermixed, 
to give liveliness and currency to the satire, the real object o£ it 
is> to vilify the established church; and particularly d man of 
the highest _ character, who has distinguished himself by his dble 
writings in its behalf. The author has, at the same time, na 
objection to abuse nobmiy, (do the Reverend gentlemen allude to 
the casual mention of the. Right Houourable lAfrd Ghastly f) and 
even gentry $ for Jacobinism is a part of his trade ;. which, in- 
deed^ is generally uited wiUi Sociniahism. All this agrees with 
the person Ti bom we have in our contemplation; btitWename 
Bim nbt, for fear of error ; and only recommend his publication 
to that which it deserves, and will doubtless meet, oblivion.'* 
Brit. Critic for April 1808. p. 452. When the crude, partial, 
and interested decisions of nameless reviewers, men of no where ; 
literary non-entities 5 mere temporary creations of the booksel- 
lers, ("whose breath can make them, as their breath has made'') 
ehall be deemed of value sufficiently ponderous, to outwei]^h the 
solemn verdict of an English spicial jury; then, but not till then, 
will the Anti-Jacobin and Brit. Critic be able to convince the 
^ public, that excellence of character may be associated with a total 
disregard to the obligations of juBtice; and that the act of ^liberate 
and malignant slander (rendered still more odious from the sofdtd 
moiioes vihich suggested it) is no proof of a man being radically 
base, mean, and detestable. 

M 
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Wheie iecmi wUin every line dechits 

The getUkmanfy pen of Re?'ieiid N 1 

Andtntk, said argument, nnd unse combined, 

M^rk the wutpofwers of his mighty mmd: 

"Where poHsk'd ientencet, eod periods smart, 

IXisfiay bis friends' confederate art$ 

Gods ! how I reverenc*d my uncte^s pen. 

Which gain'd the notice of such teamed men /— « 

—Had mighty Fate^ in its behests, decreed^ 

That he should Mve such wise remarks to lead^ 

How gladly woold that grateful pen have stri?'n 

To pay some tribnte for the praises giv'n ! 

But since th' inexorable arm of death 

Has ched^'d at once^ hisgooseqnillandhis breadi; 

On me, his representative^ descends 

The duty of requiting all Yxisfriends."^ 

Take then^ from me, this boon so justly doe^ 

Including yoti> and yoor ot^'rm too. -^ 

*— Let Humbugs crown adorn your wooden heads, 

Wbikt ro%'« (^ shall grace theybctf that rcoclSr. 

Epitob« 
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